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. SHEHNAAZ GILL WAS IN NO CONDITION TO
ANTIM POSTER SALMAN KHAN AN TALK, SIDHARTH SHUKLA'S MOTHER SAID ‘MY
AYUSH SHARMA ARE Fl ERY N EM ESIS REASON TO LIVE IS GONE’: RAHUL VAIDYA

Sidharth Shukla’s sudden demise has not only left his family and
friends shocked but even his colleagues, with whom he shared a
warm bond. Bigg Boss 14 finalist Rahul Vaidya paid a tribute to Sidharth

through a vlog on his official YouTube channel. The singer also spoke
: about meeting Sidharth on his birthday last year, a memory he’s

i never spoken about.Rahul filmed the video while on his way in the

) car and shared he got a call from a journalist asking for a reaction on

N Sidharth’s death. “My first reaction was what,” he shared, and then

" went on to add that he was in Chandigarh then, and as soon as he

THE r]"ll m“'l'. landed in Mumbai, he rushed to meet Sidharth’s mother and family

SALMAN KHAN FILMS sexumit

stven oy MAHESH Y MAMIREXAR along with wife Disha Parmar. “There is a reason Sidharth was so

ANTIM: THE FINAL TRUTH, STARRING SALMAN KHAN AND AYUSH SHARMA, IS EXPECTED TO RELEASE LATER THISIRSRIL SR Sy FRUCU L RESERI IR L
YEAR. THE FIRST POSTER SHOWS SALMAN AND AAYUSH LOCKING HORNS. know the pain of losing a young son and when we spoke to aunty,

what she said, just broke our heart,” Rahul shared.
SALMAN KHAN ON TUESDAY SHARED A POSTER OF HIS UPCOMING ACTIONER ANTIM, CO-STARRING BROTHER-IN-LAW AYUSH SHARMA.
THE POSTER FEATURES THE TWO ACTORS, SEETHING IN ANGER, AS THEY ARE FACING EACH OTHER. BOTH SALMAN AND AYUSH LOOK ALIA BHATr SHARES BTS ‘"DEO AS SHE
BEEFED UP IN THE FIRST ANTIM POSTER. ANTIM HAS BEEN DIRECTED BY MAHESH MANJREKAR AND PRODUCED BY SALMAN. ANTIM IS
THE FIRST TIME AYUSH HAS SHARED SCREEN SPACE WITH THE ACTOR. THIS IS AYUSH SHARMA’S SECOND FILM AFTER 2019 DEBUT WRAPS UP SHOOT FOR DARLINGS
LOVEYATRI, WHICH WAS ALSO BANKROLLED BY SALMAN.

KIM SHARMA CONFIRMS SHE'SIN | MRUNAL THAKUR JOINS KANGANA CONFIDENT
A RELATIONSHIP WITH LEANDER ADITYA ROY KAPUR IN THALAIVII" WILL WOO
‘THADAM' REMAKE

Actor Alia Bhatt has wrapped up shoot for Darlings on Tuesday. Taking
to Instagram, the actor shared a video featuring glimpses of her shoot
experience in the film. “Darlings, it's a wrap!! We have done our best
to make a film that we are hoping you will love! See you at the movies
,” she wrote adding, “PS. — Missed you!!)” as a post-script on the
video tagging Shefali Shah and Roshan Matthew. Alia’s co-star Vijay Varma
replied on the post writing, “Darlings log ek number .” Darlings is said to be a
comedy drama. It is the first production venture by Alia Bhatt through her
banner Eternal Sunshine Productions. Shah Rukh Khan’s Red Chillies
Entertainment has also bankrolled the project. Earlier, in July, Alia had
marked the beginning of the film’s shooting by sharing a photo of herself. She
KANGANA RANAUT TOOK TO INSTAGRAM AND  haq said that while this is her debut production, she will always be an actor first &

SHARED POSTS ABOUTHERFILMTHALAIVIL CALL-  torever (in this case a very nervous actor)’. “I don’t know what it is. A night

TOGETHER FOR A WHILE NOW. STARS ADITYA ROY KAPUR. REVIEWS OF J JAYALALITHAA BIOPIC ARE IN. ANUSHKA SHARMA BLEEDS BLUE FOR

TO WATCH ALL THE LATEST GOSSIP IN ENTERTAINMENT,WATCH CHANNEL Y ROGERS 857, BELLFIBE 828, TELUS 2418
VIRAT KOHLI-LED TEAM INDIA AFTER

Stop worrying about team selection and other nonsense: ABD to fans after India’s Oval win HISTORIC WIN: ‘THIS TEAM’

KIM SHARMA AND LEANDER PAES'S DATING
RUMOURS MADE HEADLINES A NUMBER OF

DIRECTED BY VARDHAN KETKAR,
THADAM'S HINDI REMAKE WILL SEE

Anushka Sharma is one proud wife, as she hailed her husband Virat

Kohli and his team in blue after their historic win against England in

the recently concluded test match at Oval. Taking to her Instagram

- i . Story, Anushka celebrated India’s win, as she shared a post by Virat
—_— M APL Kohli, and wrote, “This team,” with a blue heart emoticon.

'—m“ W m ; In the original post, Virat shared a series of pictures with his team-

Ty mates. He captioned the photos, “Tough situations build strong people.

. ﬁ gB YJU S - ‘ Onto the next one. #TeamlIndia ????,” followed by a muscle emoticon.

- -3 ' = The Indian cricket team took a 2-1 lead against England on Monday

"AS SPECTATORS OF TEST CRICKET, JUST STOP WORRYING ABOUT TEAM SELECTION AND OTHER NONSENSE AND START APPRECIATING THE after registering a win in the ongoing five-match Test series. The win

COMPETITION, PASSION, SKILL AND PATRIOTISM UNFOLDING IN FRONT OF YOUR EYES. YOU'RE MISSING A GOOD GAME!," AB DE VILLIERS TWEETED.  came on the last day of the fourth Test at the Kennington Oval. This is

| DETAILS ON PAGE 17  also India’s first win at the Oval in 50 years.
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KIM SHARMA CONFIRMS SHE'S IN A
RELATIONSHIP WITH LEANDER

=y

MUMBAI, (IANS) Kim Sharma and former tennis ace Leander Paes are officially dating, according to a
social media post shared by the Bollywood actress.

The rumours about Kim and Paes' relationship have been doing the rounds for a long time and the actress
put an end to the speculations by confirming her relationship status with a picture she shared on Instagram.
In the image, Kim and Paes are seen posing. The former tennis player is lovingly looking at her while the
"Mohabbatein" actress is smiling at the camera.

For the caption, the 41-year-old actress dropped an evil eye and girl heart boy emoji. Kim was earlier in
a relationship with actor Harshvardhan Rane, Paes was previously married to model Rhea Pillai.
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MRUNAL THAKUR JOINS ADITYA ROY
KAPUR IN 'THADAM' REMAKE

MUMBAI, (IANS) Actress Mrunal
Thakur will be seen playing a head-
strong police officer in the Hindi re-
make of Tamil hit film Thadam'. She
said the character is very intriguing
and playing a cop has been on her
checklist. The actress will be seen
doing a face-off with actor Aditya Roy
Kapur as a police officer in the film.
Based on true events, the yet-to-be
titled thriller directed by Vardhan
Ketkar, will go on floors in October
this year.

Mrunal said: "When | heard the story
of the film, | instantly knew that |
needed to be a part of this film. My
character is very intriguing and play-
ing a cop has been on my checklist."
She says it is a different role from all
the characters she has played {ill
now. "This will be a very distinct role
from all the characters | have played
till now and | am looking forward to
audiences watching this one,"
Mrunal added. Bringing the actress

on board, producer Bhushan Kumar
said: "When Murad Bhai and | were
discussing the cop's character, we
instantly thought of Mrunal. She has
chosen many interesting roles in her
films and also stood out with her per-
formances in them.

She added: "We thought that she
would be perfect for this character

and we are glad she is equally ex-
cited to be a part of this." Producer
Murad Khetani added: "During my
discussion with Bhushaniji, we in-
stantly thought of Mrunal for the role.
When we approached her with this
character, she was excited and
quickly came on board. We are look-
ing forward to working with her."

Hrithik Roshan flaunts his beefed-up biceps, pic goes viral

1';’

MUMBAI, (IANS) Bollywood star Hrithik Roshan's latest picture has sent social media into a tizzy as
he is seen flaunting his pumped up "Bollywood biceps".
The actor's name is currently trending on Twitter courtesy the black and white picture he has shared
on Instagram on Monday. In the image, the 'War' actor is seen wearing a loose vest and flashing his
biceps for the camera. The 47-year-old actor, who is fondly called as the 'Greek God of Bollywood'
thanks to his good features, is sporting a rugged beard and messy hair in the picture.

"Bolo bollywood bicep ki jai," he wrote as the caption for the photograph, which in just two hours has
garnered 1.3 million likes on the photo-sharing website. Hrithik is currently prepping for his next
'Fighter' which also stars Deepika Padukone. 'Fighter' will be India's first-ever aerial action genre
film. Directed by Siddharth Anand, the film will be shot using the latest technology and filming
techniques, and at locations across the world. 'Fighter' is slated for release in 2022.
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Aparshakti Khurana film is a cringe-fest from start to finish

Why, why would anyone watch a film about condoms and family
planning and AIDS control, which is nothing but a cringe-fest from
start to finish?

High-school pass, jobless Lucky (Aparshakti Khurana) is in love with
Rupali (Pranutan Behl) from a well-to-do background. What she sees in
him is a mystery, but then who knows with lovers, right? Big bucks are
required to appease snarling dad (Ashish Vidyarthi). The only way out for
Lucky and his pals is to dream up a bananas get-rich-quick idea which
involves robbery, a whole stack of condoms, and a town where not one
soul can look at a prophylactic without turning red.

Going by the makers of this enterprise, men are incapable of buying
‘protection’ from across the counter (apparently there’s only one chem-
ist shop, manned by a lewd guy, in fictional Rajnagar which looks a
lot like Banaras) in this day and age.

Take these shameful things (condom packets) away from my sight,
bellows a fellow (Jameel Khan, so good in ‘Gullak’) who is highly
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‘frustrated’ because his wife isn’t putting out. ‘Haiii ram,” says his
equally frustrated wife. Voila, the rubbers exchange hands. Husband-
and-wife get it on. So do the other inhabitants. Lucky and co start
counting their pennies, and everyone is happy. Till one day...

0 harm in converting barmy ideas into socially-relevant comedies,
which is what ‘Helmet’ thinks of itself. But that needs smarts: a great idea about
women’s agency regarding their sex drives, and enjoyment in plain hormniness gets
buried in this mess. The film comes off like those loud, unfunny sittcoms which feel
loosely cobbled together. Aparshakti has stood out in good films; so have
Ashish Varma and Abhishek Bannerjee. Here they scramble past such
situations as, exhibit A: men in an adult movie show squirming in
anticipation of happy endings; exhibit B: a brothel madam who lec-
tures about clients refusing to use condoms; exhibit C: a baddie who
has suffered from a ‘bad disease’ because he didn’t wear a ‘helmet’
on his appropriate extremity, and so on, and on.

‘Dawaai se like ke bhaujaai tak, sab ki expiry date hoti hai’. Got it, in one.

KBC 13: AMITABH BACHCHAN SAYS FARAH KHAN YELLED AT HIM

Actor Deepika Padukone and choreographer Farah Khan are the next
guests on Kaun Banega Crorepati 13. In the latest promo for the spe-
cial episode, Bachchan says that Farah Khan is very stern, and re-
calls an incident where she apparently scolded him. Farah interjects
and says that she was reprimanding Abhishek, not him.

In the promo, Bachchan asks Deepika, “Has Farah ever scolded you
on set?” She answers, “When does she not scold?” Farah says, “This
is not right!”

Bachchan then goes on to say, “I've heard you scold a lot. There was
this song that we had to choreograph, me and Abhishek, where we
had to carry a cap and then throw it on our heads. Despite all our
practice, it wasn’t falling on my head correctly. She scolded me, “Hey
get it right, who do you think you are?” Farah Khan interrupts and
says, “I was telling that to Abhishek!” Bachchan responded, “But his

AND SON ABHISHEK, ASKED “WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE?’

cap was falling correctly!” Farah then asks, “Are you now finally
getting it right?”"The episode promises to be much fun, as in another
promo, Deepika complained to Bachchan about Ranveer Singh. She
said that Ranveer has not fulfilled a promise to her. “He had once
promised to cook breakfast for me and he still has not,” she said.
As Amitabh called Ranveer, he told Deepika, “Instead of giving
him my warm regards, you are complaining about me?” He also
promised to cook for Deepika. “Amitabh sir ne bol dia hai. Ab
tujhe main godd mein bitha ke omelette khilauga (Now that Amitabh
sir has said, it, | will put you in my lap and feed you omelette).” Farah
Khan told him that Big B has only asked him to cook, not to feed
Deepika on his lap.

Kaun Banega Crorepati 13 Shaandaar Shukravaar special episode
will air on September 10, at 9 pm on Sony Entertainment Television.

KANGANA RANAUT: ‘WE NEED TO DISCOURAGE HOLLYWOQOD
MOVIES AS THEY ARE TAKING OVER OUR SCREENS’

Actor Kangana Ranaut on Thursday said that there is a need to discourage
Hollywood movies and instead promote Indian stories from different lan-
guages. The 34-year-old actor, who was in the national capital to promote her
upcoming movie Thalaivii, a biopic on late J Jayalalithaa, said keeping “our
people and our industry” a priority is important to “make an Atmanirbhar
Bharat”. “We need to discourage American and English movies as they are
taking over our screens. We need to behave like one nation. We need to stop
dividing ourselves like North India or South India. We need to enjoy our own .
films first, be it Malayalam, Tamil, Telugu or Punjabi,” Ranaut told reporters 4 ._‘-'h

during a press conference. The actor said Hollywood has destroyed French, e

Italian, German and other industries by creating a global monopoly. “This is what they are doing here also... We don’t appreciate each
other, and rather see the dubbed versions of Lion King or Jungle Book. But we will not give a dubbed version of a Malayalam film a
chance. This will not work in our favour. We must keep our people and our industry our priority. This is the way to make an Atmanirbhar
Bharat,” she added. Ranaut’s latest movie, Thalaivii, which was simultaneously in Tamil, Hindi and Telugu languages, is directed by AL
Vijay and written by KV Vijayendra Prasad, Madhan Karky and Rajat Arora. Ranaut, who plays the former Tamil Nadu CM in the movie,
said she had a different perception about politicians but it all changed after she took on the role. “We usually see politicians from a
certain lens but in reality we don’t know anything about their lives and how they become what they are... But when | took on this role,
| realised how tough the job is and how much hard work it requires... | believe that we are often harsh towards politicians because of
their political success,” she said. At the press conference, the actor also addressed her quarrel with multiplex owners over the release
of the Hindi version of Thalaivii. Major multiplex chains have declined to screen the Hindi version of the film in north India as they
claimed that they were only offered a two-week window, while the Tamil and Telugu versions will be screened in theatres for four weeks
before making their way to OTT platforms. Ranaut said multiplex theatre owners have different rules for films featuring big heroes.“We
have seen in the past that they are very much okay with releasing big heroes and big studios’ films. So this kind of gangism and
groupism happens all the time... | believe that we should put our faith in single screen theatres,” she added.
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HOT ON OTT: COMING UP THIS WEEK

(SEP 5 - SEP 11)

NEW DELHI, (IANS) Here's a look at highlight films, shows
and series that are scheduled to drop in the digital space this
week.

Untold: Breaking Point (show on Netflix, September 7)
Cast: Mardy Fish

Direction: Chapman Way, Maclain Way

Tennis player Mardy Fish tries to push through the mental
strain at the 2012 US Open quarterfinals but bows out and is
later diagnosed with an anxiety disorder; he goes public with
his struggles to help athletes deal with mental health issues.
Into the Night Season 2 (web series on Netflix, September 8)
Cast: Pauline Etienne, Laurent Capelluto, Mehmet Kurtulus
Creation: Creators: Jason George

Based on the Belgian science-fiction novel, 'The Old Axolotl',
this series was renewed for a second season in July 2020.
Passengers and crew aboard a hijacked overnight flight
scramble to outrace the sun as a mysterious cosmic event
wreaks havoc on the world below.

JJ+E (film on Netflix,September 8)

Cast: Elsa Ohrn, Mustapha Aarab, Jonay Pineda Skallak
Direction: Alexis Weak

Elisabeth and John-John live in the same city, but they inhabit
different worlds. Can a passionate first love break through
class and cultural barriers?

Mumbai Diaries: 26/11 (web series on Amazon Prime, Sep-
tember 9)

Cast: Konkona Sen Sharma, Mohit Raina

Direction: Nikhil Advani

This thriller drama is also based on the unfortunate events of
the terrorist attacks of 26/11 but focuses on what the silent
warriors like doctors, reporters, and police force had to face
during the attacks.

NET (web series on Zeeb, September 10)

Cast: AvikaGor, Rahul Ramakrishna, Praneeta Patnaik
Direction: Bhargav Macharla

It's a Telugu drama web series.

Maestro (film on Disney+ Hotstar, September 9)

Cast: Nithiin, Tamannaah, Nabha Natesh

Direction: Merlapaka Gandhi

Telugu black comedy crime thriller is a remake of the 2018
Hindi film 'Andhadhun'. the film stars Nithiin, Tamannaah and
Nabha Natesh.

Lucifer Season 6 (series on Netflix, September 10)

Cast: Tom Ellis, Lauren German, Kevin Alejandro

Direction: Tom Kapinos

Bored with being the Lord of Hell, the devil relocates to Los
Angeles, where he opens a nightclub and forms a connection
with a homicide detective.

Tuck Jagadish (film on Amazon Prime Video, September 10)
Cast: Ritu Varma, Aishwarya Rajesh, Jagapathi Babu
Direction: Shiva Nirvana

Dikkiloona (film on Zee5, September 10)

Cast: Harbhajan Singh, Santhanam, Anagha, Shirin
Kanchwala, Yogi Babu

Direction: Karthik Yogi




16| MidWeek

BOLLYWOOD

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 07, 2021

BLACK-WIDOW

Overshadowed by Marvel’s newest hero Shang-Chi and thrown under
the bus by Disney, that opted to release this film simultaneously on
screen and its streaming service, Black Widow’s fate seems doomed
from the start. However, this Scarlett Johansson vehicle bleeds itself
and wears its heart out hoping to count.

The result is an inconsistent film that is deeply, almost poignantly,
emotional at times and at others insistent on blowing things up, loudly
and comprehensively. In the effort to both find space in the Marvel
Cinematic Universe (MCU) and expand it, director Cate Shortland ends
up stretching affairs well past a painful two hours.

The start is beautiful, precise and striking. A family of four, two loving
parents and two close daughters, settled in Ohio, and loving all things
American such as baseball and Bye, Bye American Pie song, is sud-
denly torn apart. The elder daughter, Natasha (played by a young girl
with a striking resemblance to Johansson), is guarded and watchful
— suggesting secrets that we are soon exposed to. The parents, it
turns out, are Russian spies with the family as a front. They are led
away, as are the girls, to separate camps where they are taught to be
trained Killers.

We meet Natasha next when she has already been out of the Russian
system, joined the Avengers, the Avengers have split up, and she is

on the run. The younger girl, Yelena (Pugh), is now part of the new
generation of Black Widows, fortified with chemicals to control them.
If the science is a little dubious, so is the “cure” — an antidote packed
in vials that Yelena has escaped with.

Despite the obvious secrecy of a system as one that Russian opera-
tive Dreykov (Ray Winstone) has perfected, with “Black Widows
spread across the world”, the two make-believe sisters make their
way to each other surprisingly easily. Their reunion only picks pace
and real warmth when the “parents” Alexei (Harbour) and Melina
(Weisz) also come into the picture.

However, to earn its stripes as a standalone Marvel adventure, there
are fights to fight, the world to save, and some enormous leaps of
faith for us to swallow all that. There are also curious detours to side
action that doesn’t add much to the telling.

One wishes the film would remain with the four hearts that are the
lifeblood of this tale, ably fronted by its four actors. Pugh, set to be the
next entrant of MCU, threatens to almost steal the show. However,
Johansson’s lonesome Natasha, seeking a family, somewhere to
belong, fights with her heart — and in the very way Marvel has
treated Black Widow, brings a heartbreaking pathos to the role.

MUMBAI, (IANS) Actress Kangana Ranaut says
‘Thalaivii' is the best film of her career so far
and is confident that it will bring audiences back
to the theatres.

Kangana earlier attended the premiere of her
film in Hyderabad and expressed her disappoint-
ment with multiplexes for not screening the film
due to the gap between its big screen and digi-
tal release.

On Monday, the actress took to her Instagram
Story and shared a poster of 'Thalaivii', a biopic
based on the life of late Tamil Nadu Chief Minis-
ter and former actress J. Jayalalithaa, and wrote:
"What a gratifying experience to watch 'Thalaivii'
best film of my career so far."

Kangana also shared a note, saying: "Thalaivii'
is a theatrical experience hopefully Hindi multi-
plexes will also play it. | am confident it will
bring audiences back to the theatres
@pvrcinemas_official @inoxmovies."

The film, which will be released in Hindi, Tamil
and Telugu, showcases the varied aspects of
Jayalalithaa's life, tracing her journey as an ac-
tress at a young age to becoming the face of
Tamil cinema as well as the rise of the revolu-
tionary leader that changed the course of the
state politics.

It is set to release in cinemas on September 10.

‘FEARED FAMILY’S SAFETY’: ANGELINA JOLIE
OPENS UP ON HER DIVORCE FROM BRAD PITT

Actress-filmmaker Angelina Jolie has claimed that she
feared for the safety of her whole family’ during her mar-
riage to Hollywood star Brad Pitt, although she hopes they
can "heal and be peaceful" in the future.

Jolie previously claimed that her former husband was ver-
bally and physically abusive towards their children -
Maddox, 20, Pax, 17, Zahara, 16, Shiloh, 15, and 13-year-old
twins Knox and Vivienne - including an incident on a private
plane involving eldest son Maddox, reports femalefirst.co.uk.
In a new interview, the actress suggested she was scared for
her children’s wellbeing while she was married to the actor.

Jolie was asked by The Guardian newspaper why she decided
to write her upcoming book on children"s rights, and she said
that she "can 't speak about’ it because of her own legal situa-
tion. When asked to clarify, the publication reported Angelina
"confirmed by nodding that she was alluding to her divorce and
the allegations of domestic abuse she made against (Brad)".

Jolie was then asked if she feared for the safety of her children,
and the star replied: "Yes, for my family. My whole family."

TOM CRUISE FILMS TOP GUN: MAVERICK',
'MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE 7' DELAYED YET
AGAIN DUE TO COVID-19

L

Tom Cruise films "Top Gun: Maverick" and "Mission: Im-
possible 7" have been delayed yet again as the COVID-19
positive cases are on the rise. Paramount Pictures has de-
layed the release of 'Top Gun: Maverick' until May 2022 and
"Mission: Impossible 7" until September 2022, a spokes-
man for the ViacomCBS Inc studio said Wednesday.

While 'Top Gun: Maverick' was to hit the theatres on No-
vember 19, it will now debut on the date that had been set
for "M:l 7" over next year's Memorial Day weekend. 'Mis-
sion Impossible' is likely to release on September 30, 2022.
Movie studios have shuffled their schedules as they try to
gauge when crowds will return to cinemas. The Delta vari-
ant of the coronavirus has disrupted a hoped-for comeback.

‘NO TIME TO DIE’ RELEASE DATE OUT,
DANIEL CRAIG TO STAR AS JAMES BOND
FOR ONE LAST TIME

Get ready to see actor Daniel Craig as James Bond for one
last time as Universal Pictures on Wednesday (September 1) an-
nounced the launch date of one of their most anticipated movies —No
Time To Die’. The latest James Bond movie, ‘No Time To Die’, is all set
to release across theatres in India on September 30. The official handle
of the @007 Twitter account posted the final intemational trailer of the
movie and announced the release date. “The wait is over. The final
international trailer for #NoTimeToDie. In cinemas from September
30,” the tweet read. ‘No Time To Die’, directed by Cary Joji Fukunaga
stars Daniel Craig as 007 for one last time. The movie also stars
several popular artists including Rami Malek as the villain Lucifer
Safin, Léa Seydoux as Bond's love interest - Dr. Madeleine
Swann (from Spectre), Lashana Lynch as the new secret
agent Nomi who takes over 007 after Bond retires, Ben
Whishaw as the MI6 quartermaster Q and, Ralph Fiennes
as MI6 chief M. The final trailer portrays the cast in intense
action sequences with the message — ‘Wait Is Over’.
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Fourth Test: India win by 157
runs, take 2-1 lead in series

LONDON, (IANS) India pulled off a sensational 157-run win in the
fourth Test against England, only their second-ever at The Oval and
first at the venue after 1971, to take an unassailable 2-1 lead in the
five-match series. This is also only the second time in history -- after
1986 -- that India have won two Tests on one tour of England.

They had beaten England by 151 runs in the second Test at Lord's last
month. England had resumed the fifth and final day strongly placed at
77 without loss and even though they lost a couple of wickets in the
first session, they had moved to 131/2 and looked good to draw the
Test. However, within 35 balls, between overs 61.3 and 67.2, pacer
JaspritBumrah (2/27) and spinner Ravindra Jadeja (2/50) turned the
game in India's favour, sharing four wickets to spear the heart of
England batting.

Jadeja removed opener Haseeb Hameed (63 off 193) through one that
turned from the rough and clipped his off-stump.

Bumrah then hit England with a double whammy as he breached the
defences of Ollie Pope (2) and Jonny Bairstow (0) in his successive
overs. Jadeja then picked Moeen Ali caught bat-pad.

England went from 141/2 to 147/6.

A 35-run partnership between Joe Root (36) and Chris Woakes (18)
kept England alive. But then Root was unlucky to be bowled off Shardul
Thakur as he chopped the ball onto the stumps.

Woakes followed at the stroke of tea, caught at mid-wicket off Umesh
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Yadav (3/60). India had picked six wickets in the session between
lunch and tea.

They mopped up the tail quickly post-tea.

The victory was through a remarkable turnaround for India as they
had been bowled out for 191 in the first innings. But they managed to
restrict England's first-innings lead to just 99 runs on a placid wicket.
Virat Kohli's men then ensured better batting in second innings. The
top three batsmen shone and India, with contribution from middle and
lower order took the total to 466 and set England a target of 368 to win.

It was too much for England to handle. Shardul Thakur was the silent performer
who made the difference as he hit fifties in both innings and picked three crucial
wickets. The first innings half-century took India to 191 and the second innings fifty
helped him stitch a 100-run partnership for the seventh wicket with Rishabh Pant
and took the lead beyond 300.

Rohit Sharma scored his maiden overseas Test century in the second
innings. CheteshwarPujara and skipper Virat Kohli chipped in with a
fifty each.

Umesh Yadav, making a comeback, took six wickets while
JaspritBumrah took four wickets in the game.

Brief scores:

India 191 and 466 vs England 290 and 210 all out in 92.2 overs (Rory
Burns 50, Haseeb Hameed 63, Joe Root 36, JaspritBumrah 2/27, R
Jadeja 2/50, Umesh Yadav 3/60, Shardul Thakur 2/22)

Star batsman Jos Buttler and spinner Jack
Leach return to England squad for final match

England men's head coach Chris Silverwood has named a 16-player
squad for the fifth Test against India starting at Old Trafford on Friday.
Star batsman Jos Buttler and spinner Jack Leach return to the England
squad for the fifth Test.

"Lancashire wicketkeeper-batsman Jos Buttler returns to the squad
following the birth of his daughter during the fourth Test at the Kia
Oval," England and Wales Cricket Board (ECB) said in a statement."
Somerset spinner Jack Leach has been added to the squad for the
final Test of the series," it added. In the fourth Test, Indian bowlers
delivered big time on the last day at the Kennington Oval on Monday

as the genius of Jasprit Bumrah, and an all-round performance by
Shardul Thakur helped the visitors beat England by 157 runs to gain a
2-1 lead in the five-match series. Meanwhile, after stumbling to a
157-run loss in the fourth Test against India, England skipper Joe Root
said that it was frustrating to lose all ten wickets on the final day of the
game, however, he also praised the visitors' bowling attack.
England squad for the fifth Test: Joe Root (c), Moeen Ali, James Ander-
son, Jonathan Bairstow, Rory Burns, Jos Buttler, Sam Curran, Haseeb
Hameed, Dan Lawrence, Jack Leach, Dawid Malan, Craig Overton,
Ollie Pope, Ollie Robinson, Chris Woakes, Mark Wood.

BCCI SHORTLISTS THESE SIX CITIES FOR TWO NEW TEAMS FROM IPL 2022: REPORT

With the mega-auction slated before the next year's edition of the Indian Pre-
mier League (IPL) the BCCI has turned its attention to the sale of the two new
teams, which will be added from the next season. Last week, the board invited
the tender for the purchase of two new IPL teams and the ‘invitation to tender'
will be available till October 5. Now reports suggest that the board has put
forward six cities - Guwahati, Ranchi, Cuttack (all East), Ahmedabad (West),
as their options for the two
new teams considering the zonal imbalance and business opportunities in
mind. The BCCI is aiming to take the cash-rich league to cities in the Hindi-
speaking region more so in the north belt to keep the pan-India balance of the most

Lucknow (Central Zone), and Dharamsala (North) -

popular franchise league in the world. With Chennai Super Kings, Royal Challengers Bangalore and Sunrisers Hyderabad already representing three of the
southern cities in the country, BCCI has now made it clear that no city from the south will be included anymore even though the likes of
Vishakhapatnam and Kochi were in the fray, but the pending litigation with the ex-Kochi side (Kochi Tuskers Kerala) worked against them. Also with
65 percent of the four billion minutes of viewership of the IPL coming from the Hindi region, the BCCI has gone the north, west and eastern way. Only Delhi Capitals
and Punjab Kings are from the northern region as Rajasthan Royals based in Jaipur are considered from the central zone according to cricket mapping, which
is why the board is expecting the IPL to expand beyond the capital city Delhi and Punjab in the north.
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VICTORY AT OVAL HANDS INDIA LEAD
IN WORLD TEST CHAMPIONSHIP

LONDON, (IANS) Subject to official confirmation from the In-
ternational Cricket Council (ICC), the Indian cricket team will
jump to the top of the all-important and prestigious 2021-23
World Test Championship (WTC) points table by virtue of their
victory over England in the fourth Test at The Oval on Monday.
Unless any points are deducted, India will earn 26 points and a
percentage of points (PCT) of 58.33 per cent. Next in the table
are Pakistan and the West Indies, both with 12 points and a PCT
of 50 per cent each. Points available per Test match are 12 for
a win, six for a tie, four for a draw and zero for a loss. The PCT
allocated per Test is 100 for a win, 50 for a tie, 33.33 for a draw
and nil for a loss. A five-Test series, which India and England
are engaged in, carry 60 points, a four-Test series 48 points, a
three-Test series 36 points and a two-Test series, which Paki-
stan and the West Indies recently concluded, 24 points. Prior to
the outcome at The Oval, both India and England were docked
two points each for slow over-rates. Thus, instead of their tal-
lies being 16 from the first three Tests, they were 14. England's
points will remain stationary, having lost the match.

TOKYO GOLD MEDALLIST PRAMOD BHAGAT
ONCE HAD NO MONEY TO BUY RACKET

PATNA, (IANS) India's badminton player Pramod Bhagat, who won
a gold medal in the Tokyo Paralympics in SL3 category, did not
have enough money to buy even a badminton racket in early stages
of his career. Bhagat, a native of Bihar's Hajipur town in Vaishali
district had natural talent in sports. "He used to beat any person in
the city during his childhood. When he was just five years old, he
became a polio victim. As our financial state was not good and my
sister Kishuni Devi and her husband Kailash Bhagat did not have
a child, they adopted Pramod and took him to Bhubaneswar," said
Rama Bhagat, the father of Pramod Bhagat.

"Initially we did not have money to buy a badminton racket for him.
Then his uncle and aunt managed to buy a racket for him and he
started training for the game," he added.

"Pramod completed his class 12 examination from Bhubaneswar
followed by ITI. As he was continuously practicing badminton, he
qualified for the Tokyo Paralympic games," he said.

Suresh Bhagat, the brother of Pramod Bhagat, said, "We are very
happy with the efforts of Promod. He won the gold medal for our
country and the state. At the same time, the sports infrastructure
of Bihar is extremely bad. Hence, many talented players are un-
able to play in national events." Pramod Bhagat managed to beat
Daniel Bethell of England in the men's singles (SL3) final on Satur-
day and won the gold medal for India.

PAKISTAN HEAD COACH MISBAH-UL-HAQ,
BOWLING COACH WAQAR YOUNIS RESIGN
ONE MONTH BEFORE T20 WORLD CUP

Pakistan men's national cricket team head coach Misbah-ul-
Haq and bowling coach Wagar Younis have stepped down from
their respective roles. They communicated their decisions to
the Pakistan Cricket Board late on Monday morning. With the
New Zealand side due to arrive on September 11 for the three
0DI and five T20I series and the Pakistan side to assemble in
Islamabad on September 8, the PCB has appointed Saglain
Mushtag and Abdul Razzaq as interim coaches for the series,
with the team management for the ICC Men's T20 World Cup
2021 to be appointed in due course. "Misbah and Wagar were
appointed in September 2019 and still had a year each left in
their contracts," PCB said in its official statement.
Misbah-ul-Haq said: "The quarantine in Jamaica post the West
Indies series provided me with an opportunity to reflect on the
past 24 months as well as the schedule for interational cricket ahead.
Considering that | would have had to continue to spend considerable time
away from my family and that too in a bio-secure environment, | have
decided to step down from the role." "l understand that the tim-
ing may not be ideal but | don't think | am in the right frame of
mind for the upcoming challenges and it makes sense for some-
one fresh to step in and take the side forward.
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TOKYO BIDS ADIEU TO PARALYMPICS
WITH MESSAGE OF CHANGE

TOKYO, (IANS) With a message of change, of inclusivity, of ability
and super ability, of humanity and togetherness amidst music and
dance, conducted by disabled artists, Tokyo bid farewell to para-
sportspersons from all over the world in a glittering ceremony that
brought down the curtain on the Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games.

The ceremony was themed on a youngster's awakening about the
Paralympic Games, para-sportspersons, and their different abilities
and personalities. He wakes up in a prototype of the Paralympic
Games village, which resembles a miniature city, where para-
sportspersons start arriving, preparing, and participating in the Games
and depicts how his approach towards the participants changes.

The concept underlying the closing ceremony was "Harmonious Ca-
cophony," while the presentation was meant to convey the idea that
Tokyo is a city where difference shines. The organisers referred to
the theme as a "world inspired by the Paralympics, one where differ-
ences shine". The idea was to turn the focus towards the 1.5 billion
people that are differently-abled and ready to showcase their abili-
ties. The athletes, that were part of the parade, were asked to help
prepare a huge tower that the artists finally placed upright to depict
the harmoniously engaged people can make things possible. And the
Indian contingent embraced the principle of change as for the first
time in the history of such Games, a woman was the flag-bearer of
the Indian contingent. AvaniLekhara led the Indian delegation into the
stadium. She was the star of the Indian campaign -- the first woman

from India to win a gold medal in either Olympics or Paralympic
Games. International Paralympic Committee (IPC) president Andrew
Parsons declared the Tokyo 2020 Games closed, officially bringing
down the curtains on the 2020 Paralympics.

In his address, Parsons reflected briefly on the difficult road to Tokyo
2020. "There were many times when we thought these games could
not happen ... There were many sleepless nights.

"After eight amazing years, | can't believe our time is almost done.
What a time, what a sport, what a Games. ... All | can say is, arigato,
Tokyo!," said Parsons who hoped the 2020 Paralympic Games will
encourage people to think of the 1.5 billion disabled people around the
world and help create opportunities for them. Following the entry of
national flags, the event introduced I'mPOSSIBLE -- an education
programme developed by the Agitos Foundation, the IPC's develop-
ment arm. A brief presentation saw three schools (two from Japan,
one from overseas) and two Paralympic athletes are given the
I'mPOSSIBLE Awards for their contributions toward inclusion. Before
the harmonious cacophony commenced, the many volunteers who
helped Tokyo 2020 materialise were acknowledged with a rousing round of
applause. After the lowering of the Paralympic flag, the baton was handed over to
Paris for the 2024 Games. There was a presentation by artists from Paris who
welcomed participants for the next edition in three years. "Hope to see
you there in Paris in three years," Parsons said. And the lights were
slowly extinguished, to be lighted again in Paris in 2024.
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Shastri, Arun, Sridhar test positive, won't travel for 5th Test: Report

LONDON, (IANS) Indian head coach Ravi Shastri, bowling coach Bharat Arun and fielding coach R Sridhar have returned positive results

following their RT-PCR tests for Covid-19 on Sunday.

As a result, they will not travel to Manchester for the fifth and final Test that begins at Old Trafford on September 10.

"Ravi Shastri, Bharat Arun and R Sridhar, the head coach, bowling coach and fielding coach of the Indian team respectively, have
returned positive RT-PCR tests for Covid-19 on Sunday. This will prevent them from travelling to Manchester for the fifth and final Test
of India's tour of England, starting September 10 at Old Trafford," said a report in espncricinfo.com.

The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) is yet to issue an official statement on this.

Arun, Sridhar and team physiotherapist Nitin Patel were forced into isolation on Sunday and like Shastri did not travel to the ground after
they were found to be in close contact with Shastri, who had tested positive in a lateral flow test on Sunday. The Board had on Sunday
confirmed that Shastri had tested positive after lateral flow test and that he and his contacts were put into isolation.

'What he has done in this game will be remembered for long time':
Skipper Virat Kohli praises this player after Oval win

After registering an emphatic 157-run win over England in the fourth Test here at the Kennington Oval, India skipper Virat Kohli on Monday
said that Jasprit Bumrah asked to be brought into the attack once the ball started to reverse on the final day of the match.

Indian bowlers delivered big time on the last day of the fourth Test at the Kennington Oval on Monday as the genius of mercurial Jasprit
Bumrah, and all-round performance by Shardul Thakur in the match helped visitors in defeating England by 157 runs to gain a 2-1 in the
five-match series. This is also India's first win in Oval in 50 years. "Well, | think the best thing about both the games has been the
character the team has shown. We are not looking to survive in this game, we are here to win. Really proud of the character the team has
shown. It's quite relative to what you call flat. The conditions were hot and we knew were in with an opportunity when Jadeja was
bowling in the rough. The bowlers were good with the reverse swing today. We believed we could get all 10 wickets, we had the belief,"
Kohli told Sky Sports during the post-match presentation. "As soon as the ball started reversing, Bumrah said give me the ball. He
bowled that spell and swung the game in our favour with those two huge wickets," Kohli added praising Bumrah's six-over spell after the
lunch break. Kohli admitted Rohit Sharma's innings was crucial but said that it was Shardul Thakur's performance with both bat and the
ball, which had a major impact on this game. "l think you pointed his performance. Rohit's innings was fantastic. But, if you talk about
impact performance, what Shardul has done in this game is something to remember for a long time. His two fifties deflated the
opposition. | think he batted well in both innings." Shardul Thakur smashed 117 runs with the bat and picked up three wickets with the
ball. With the conditions good enough for batting, England openers got the hosts off to a decent start, with both scoring fifties, however,
Shardul came into the attack and got rid of Burns in his first over of day 5. Shardul Thakur who was part of the Indian quartet in scoring
more than 50 runs in the second innings, also dazzled with the ball as he sent back Joe Root to the pavilion later.

NEED TO START PLANNING FOR ASIAN
GAMES NOW: HOCKEY CAPTAIN
MANPREET SINGH

NEW DELHI, (IANS) Indian men's hockey team Manpreet Singh be-
lieves now it's time to stop basking in the glory of the achievement at
the Tokyo Olympics, and better start planning for a busy 2022 calen-
dar. "l think these past few weeks have been great with people show-
ering us with all their love and praises. Now, | feel it's time we rest our
bodies and minds. We have enjoyed all the felicitations, the honour
and accolades we received has been overwhelming but now we
must start thinking about how to better ourselves for the 2022 calen-
dar" Manpreet said in a statement on Monday.

With the all-important Asian Games scheduled to be held in Hangzhou,
Zhejiang, China from September 10-25, 2022, the team's top priority
will be to qualify for the Paris Olympics by winning the Gold at the
Asian Games. "Last time, we ended up with a Bronze and lost out on
winning the automatic qualification. We were lucky to have the FIH
Olympic qualifying matches in India. But we can't depend on the
same again. The best would be for us to qualify by winning the Asian
Games, so it gives us the right amount of time to prepare for the 2024
Olympics," the captain explained. Manpreet further expressed that
this is a new beginning for Indian hockey with both the men and the
women's teams doing well at the Olympics. He believes the support
they have garnered following this historic feat - the men's team won a
bronze medal in Tokyo -- will only increase the popularity of the sport.
"| truly feel this is a new beginning for Indian hockey.

JASPRIT BUMRAH BREAKS KAPIL DEV'S
RECORD TO BECOME FASTEST INDIAN
PACER TO ACHIEVE THIS RECORD

\l

Jasprit Bumrah became the fastest Indian pacer to take 100 wickets
in Test matches on Monday on Day 5 of the fourth Test against En-
gland at the Oval with the wickets of Ollie Pope. Bumrah, who started
this game at 97 scalps, dismissed both English openers in the first
innings and needed just one more to achieve the feat. Bumrah, amidst
a sensational game-changing spell, turned the tide towards India's
favour by disturbing the timber with reverse swing claiming his 100th
victim and not long before he took his 101st, a couple of overs later
against clean bowling Jonny Bairstow with a yorker. Bumrah with that
wicket has now taken 100 wickets in just his 24th match overtaking
former India captain Kapil Dev, who achieved the feat in 25 matches.
Kapil Dev is followed by Irfan Pathan (28) and Mohammed Shami
(29) in the list, while Javagal Srinath did the same in 30 games.

MISBAH-UL-HAQ, WAQAR YOUNIS STEP
DOWN FROM PAKISTAN COACHING ROLES

LAHORE, (IANS) Pakistan head coach Misbah-ul-Hag and bowl-
ing coach Wagqar Younis have stepped down from their respec-
tive roles, said a release by the Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB)
on Monday. Both Misbah and Waqar were appointed in Sep-
tember 2019 and had a year left in their contracts. The PCB has
announced that Saglain Mushtaq and Abdul Razzaq will join the
team management as interim coaches for the New Zealand
series. Mushtaq currently serves as the Head of International Player
Development at the National High Performance Centre. Razzaq was the
coach of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa team which won three trophies across all
formats in 2020/21 domestic cricket season. It also said that the team
management for the ICC Men's T20 World Cup 2021 will be
appointed in due course. The resignations of Misbah and Waqar
come just a few hours after the squad for the home series and
T20 World Cup was announced. "The quarantine in Jamaica
post the West Indies series provided me with an opportunity to
reflect on the past 24 months as well as the schedule for inter-
national cricket ahead. Considering that | would have had to
continue to spend considerable time away from my family and
that too in a bio-secure environment, | have decided to step
down from the role," said Mishah in a media release.
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SCHEDULE OF REMAINING IPL MATCHES

TORONTO TIMINGS
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September 19:  CSK vs MI (Dubai, 10:00 am
September 20: KKR vs RCB (Abu Dhabi, 10:00 am)
September 21:  PBKS vs RR (Dubai, 10:00 am)
September 22:  DC vs SRH (Dubai, 10:00 am)
September 23: Ml vs KKR (Abu Dhabi, 10:00 am)
September 24:  RCB vs CSK (Sharjah, 10:00 am)
September 25:  DC vs RR (Abu Dhabi, 6:00 am)
September 25:  SRH vs PBKS (Sharjah, 10:00 am)
September 26:  CSK vs KKR (Abu Dhabi, 6:00 am);
September 26:  RCB vs M (Dubai, 10:00 am)
September 27:  SRH vs RR (Dubai, 10:00 am)
September 28:  KKR vs DC (Sharjah, 6:00 am);
September 28: Ml vs PBKS (Abu Dhabi, 10:00 am)
September 29:  RR vs RCB (Dubai, 10:00 am)
September 30:  SRH vs CSK (Sharjah, 10:00 am)
October 1 : KKR vs PBKS (Dubai, 10:00 am)
October 2: Ml vs DC (Sharjah, 6:00 am)
October 2: RR vs CSK (Abu Dhabi, 10:00 am)
October 3: RCB vs PBKS (Sharjah, 6:00 am)
October 3: KKR vs SRH (Dubai, 10:00 am)
October 4: DC vs CSK (Dubai, 10:00 am)
October 5: RR vs MI (Sharjah, 10:00 am)
October 6: RCB vs SRH (Abu Dhabi, 10:00 am)
October 7: CSK vs PBKS (Dubai, 6:00 am)
October 7: KKR vs RR (Sharjah, 10:00 am)
October 8: SRH vs MI (Abu Dhabi, 6:00 am)
October 8: RCB vs DC (Dubai, 10:00 am)
October 10: Qualifier 1 (Dubai, 10:00 am)
October 11: Eliminator (Sharjah, 10:00 am)
October 13: Qualifier 2 (Sharjah, 10:00 am)
October 15: Final (Dubai, 10:00 am)
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i SARAVANAA BHAVAN®

.+ .0+ WORLD'S NO.1 INDIAN VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT CHAIN

Ganesh Chaturtbi
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Only on Scarborough Only on Mississauga

Friday, 10" September, 2021

SCARBOROUGH: 416 293 7755
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