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URVASHI RAUTELA'S EXTRAVAGANT RED CARPET
LOOK IS WORTH MORE THAN RS 35 LAKH

'MY WIFE IS USING THESE PILLS AS
ANTI-DEPRESSANTS', SAYS AJAZ
KHAN AFTER BEING ARRESTED BY

NCB IN DRUGS CASE

B O L LY W O O D

Urvashi Rautela who is best known for her acting skills and dynamic
fashion statements has once again managed to leave us in awe of
her. The B-town diva, who recently attended an awards night, walked
the red carpet in a shimmering crimson shade Monisha Jaising halter
neck fishtail gown, with satin wraparounds on her neckline and waist
that looked just magnificent. Urvashi's award night ensemble was
completed with accessories like bracelets and rings which teamed
with a clutch that completed her overall look, which took grand total
of the actress's entire look go beyond Rs 35 lakh.  The look that
Urvashi Rautela spor ted was conceptualised by stylist Tushar Kapoor,
who said "Styling someone like Bollywood's young superstar, Urvashi
Rautela, for something as big as Filmfare I find it surreal, exciting,
and scary. To be honest such a tremendous response was absolutely
unexpected. When you get into it, it is totally a different thing. You're
kind of putting one foot in front of the other, but now, for it to be out and
so well received, it's pretty tremendous. Urvashi Rautela wore a crim-
son gown by Monisha Jaising for Filmfare, the gown costs Rs 70
thousand, and the jewellery itself costs around Rs 34 Lakh. The clutch
that completed the look costs Rs 30 thousand".  The actress was last
seen in the music video 'Ek Ladki Bheegi Bhaagi Si' and 'Teri Load Ve'
this year and before that Urvashi played the lead role in 'Virgin
Bhanupriya'. She has also done films like 'Sanam Re', 'Mr. Airavata',
'Singh Saab the Great', and many more. The actress has given us
some great music videos like 'LoveDose', 'Gal Ban Gayi', 'Ek Dia-
mond Da Haar', and many more. On the work front, Urvashi Rautela

will be seen in 2021’s most awaited cop-action-thriller web series
'Inspector Avinash' produced alongside Randeep Hooda. The ac-
tress is also excited for her international music collaboration
'Versace' with the Egyptian superstar Mohamed Ramadan.

The Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) arrested Bollywood
actor Ajaz Khan in an alleged drugs case early Wednesday,
officials said. Soon after he arrived from Jaipur and landed
at the Mumbai Airport on Tuesday, he was detained for ques-
tioning by the NCB Mumbai Zonal Unit and placed under
arrest early the next day. On Wednesday, NCB officials also
took Ajaz for a medical check-up before producing him be-
fore a cour t in Mumbai. During this time, Ajaz told repor t-
ers, "No drugs were found anywhere. Only four sleeping
pills were found at my home. My wife has suffered a mis-
carriage and is using these pills as anti-depressants."
According to NCB Zonal Director Sameer Wankhede, the
actor's name emerged during the interrogation of a notori-
ous drug peddler Shadab Shaikh alias Batata, who was
nabbed last Thursday from the western suburbs.SHAH RUKH KHAN GIVES EPIC RESPONSE TO TWITTER USER

ASKING ABOUT ANNOUNCEMENT OF HIS NEXT FILM
Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan, who is known for his witty
replies and eccentric sense of humour, had the most priceless re-
sponse to a fan who questioned him about his upcoming outing 'Pathan'.
Shah Rukh Khan hosted his much-awaited 'AskSRK' session for fans
on Wednesday. 'AskSRK' Twitter session is something that Shah Rukh
Khan fans eagerly wait for, and the reason is his witty and savage
replies to the complicated questions.
Taking to his Twitter, the 'Dilwale' star wrote, "Have 15 minutes before

I go into doing more of nothing! Thought will spend it with you all and
do a quick #AskSRK 3...2....1....go!" One of the fans asked him about
his upcoming movie release and wrote, "#AskSRK any any any hint
or a glimpse of your next movie we are sooooo soooo despite !!!!!"To
which, SRK responded saying, "Arre so many films waiting to release
in the cans....our turn will come after them don't worry!" When an-
other fan asked him the same question, SRK replied, "Bhai bana raha
hoon...bana raha hoon!!!." The 'Baazigar' actor turned chucklesome
when one more fan tweeted to ask him about the announcement of his
next flick. King Khan replied, "Announcements are for airpor ts and
railway stations my friend....movies ki hawa toh khud ban jaati hai."

KANGANA RANAUT SAYS HER TEAM,
SHE WILL SAVE BOLLYWOOD WITH RS
100-CRORE FILM 'THALAIVI'
At a time when makers and film stars are contemplating
postponing the release of their upcoming films owing to the
rise in COVID cases, actor Kangana Ranaut's film 'Thalaivi'
is sticking to its April 23 release date. On one hand, while
YRF announced its 2021 slate of films and many other pro-
ductions houses too revealed dates of the release of their
films and then took a decision to postpone the release of
their films, most recently Amitabh Bachchan starrer 'Chehre'
was postponed, on the other, the makers of 'Thailavi' are
standing by their original release date.  Kangana, took to
Twitter to talk about how her film will be the one to bring
audiences back to the theatres. She even called film pro-
ducers Karan Johar and Aditya Chopra names. "They did
everything to throw me out of the industry, ganged up, ha-
rassed me today Bollywood ke thekedaars Karan Johar and
Aaditya Chopra are hiding, all big heroes are hiding but
Kangana Ranaut with her team coming with 100 cr budget
film to save Bollywood," read one of her tweet.
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MASTER (ALL LANGUAGES) HIT

COOLIE NO 1 SUCCESS

WONDER WOMAN 1984 SUPER HIT

LAXMII SUCCESS

DIL BECHARA SUCCESS

MASTER (ALL LANGUAGES) 154 CRORE

COOLIE NO 1 30 LAKH (AMAZON)

WONDER WOMAN 1984 10.5 CRORE

LAXMII 37 LAKH (HOTSTAR)

DIL BECHARA 22 LAKH (HOTSTAR)

TENET INDIA 10 CRORE

 ARTIST

1
NAACH MERI

RANI
GURU RANDHAWA

M O V I E  R E V I E W

SANYA MALHOTRA IS MUCH BEYOND A WIDOW WHO CAN'T CRY

CAST:  SANYA MALHOTRA, SAYANI GUPTA,

ASHUTOSH RANA, RAGHUBIR YADAV, SHRUTII

SHARMA, SHEEBA CHADDHA

DIRECTION: UMESH BIST

RATING - 3/5

Stories coming from the hear tland of the country are a reflection of how
people are unlearning age-old regressive traditions. It's not a necessity
that the younger generation of the family wants to break the bondage of
the traditions but the suppor t of older people help in doing so. Pagglait
starts as a film about a family mourning the sudden demise of the oldest
son who got married five months back.
There's no information on how the man looked, how did he die nothing.
The film is totally in the present with the past just being a catalyst. Along
with mourning the death, the family is eager to know how the young
widow Sandhya (Sanya Malhotra) coping up with the news. Much to their
dismay, she is neither shocked nor shedding tears on knowing about her
husband's death. Instead, she craves chips, soft drinks, spicy gol-gappas.
Sandhya shows concern for the likes and comments she got on her
Facebook post. Even her best friend Nazia (Shrutii Sharma) is unable to
understand what's going on.
But that's the thing, just because you don't mourn in a stereotypical way
like shedding tears and leaving food among many things, people believe
that death didn't make any difference to you. That's what Pagglait is all
about! It's much beyond a widow who can't cry, it's about unlearning and
accepting the age-old way of grievances.
Even in today's times, some families want to see their children married
irrespective of how they feel about each other. Caste, religion everything
comes into question when two individuals fall for each other and want to
become life par tners.
When Sandhya discovers about her husband's past post his death, she
realises she didn't know the man at all. What she thought is his nature as
a person was something else in totality. While discovering about her
husband, Sandhya also knows how he was forced into this marriage
despite being in love with someone else (Sayani Gupta).
Despite being a highly-educated person, she is constrained to the four

walls. She becomes an English tutor to her brother-in-law whereas she
can seek a high-level job easily.
The patriarch of the family (Raghubir Yadav) shows that he is broad-
minded but shows the typical mindset of seeing a person of another
religion living under the same roof during the mourning period. Her cut-
lery is also separated from the rest of the people and expects her to eat
from outside.  The gossipmongers of the family assemble like a WhatsApp
group to talk behind Sandhya and her parents who are staying with her
until the thirteenth day of the death.
Pagglait touches upon many impor tant subjects still existing in the coun-
try which need a few unlearning in the process. The film talks about how
money is above all, the higher the girl is educated, the more well-earned
guy she can get married to.  Coming to per formances, Sanya Malhotra is
a natural actor and her straight face dialogue delivery is on-point. She
car ries the film on her shoulders like a boss and gets effor tless suppor t
from the stellar suppor ting cast.
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hollywood
NOT MAY 2021, SCARLETT JOHANSSON
STARRER 'BLACK WIDOW' TO HIT THE

SCREENS ON THIS DATE

KAREENA KAPOOR KHAN SHARES ADORABLE PHOTO OF
TAIMUR AS SHE WISHES HOLI TO FANS: ‘STAY SAFE PEOPLE’

Bollywood star Kareena Kapoor Khan on Monday shared a super ador-
able picture of her elder son Taimur Ali Khan dressed in a pair of white
kur ta-pyjama to wish her fans a happy Holi. “Stay safe people. Happy
Holi from me,” wrote Kareena with a heart emoji.
Apar t from Kareena, a ton of celebrities have taken to social media to
share Holi wishes with their loved ones and fans. While Amitabh
Bachchan shared a throwback picture of himself, wife Jaya and son
Abhishek, Priyanka Chopra Jonas shared a happy photo of herself,
husband-singer Nick Jonas and his parents. The family is celebrating
in London. Sonakshi Sinha was yet another celebrity who shared a
throwback picture of herself, drenched in colours. “Happppy Holi!

Mask pehen ke rakhte toh aaj mein khel rahi hoti stay safe every-
one… #throwback,” read the actor’s caption.
Shilpa Shetty Kundra shared a lovely family photo of herself, husband
Raj Kundra along with their two children. “Happpppyyyyyy Holiiiiii to
all my instafam from all of us” she wrote on Instagram. Meanwhile,
on the work front, Kareena Kapoor Khan is awaiting the release of
Aamir Khan-starrer Laal Singh Chaddha, which is an official Hindi
adaptation of Tom Hanks’ acclaimed movie Forrest Gump. The film
has been helmed by Advait Chandan. It also stars Mona Singh, Atul
Kulkarni in pivotal roles. Salman Khan, Shah Rukh Khan as well as
Naga Chaitanya are set to make special appearances in the film.

AMITABH BACHCHAN SHARED A PHOTO OF HIMSELF CELEBRATING
HOLIKA DAHAN ON SUNDAY NIGHT, GIVING A GLIMPSE OF THE
CELEBRATION AT HOME. (PHOTO: AMITABH BACHCHAN/BLOG)

NEHA DHUPIA, ANGAD BEDI AND DAUGHTER MEHR HAD A FUN-
FILLED HOLI-DAY. (PHOTO: ANGAD BEDI/INSTAGRAM)

SOHA ALI KHAN PLANTS A KISS ON DAUGHTER INAYAA AS THEY
CELEBRATE HOLI TOGETHER. (PHOTO: SOHA ALI KHAN/INSTAGRAM)

GAUAHAR KHAN WISHED HER FANS WITH A FEW PHOTOS AND
VIDEOS OF HERSELF DANCING ON HOLI SONGS. SHE WROTE ON
INSTAGRAM, "I WISH FOR ALLLLLLLLL COLORS OF LOVE , HAPPI-
NESS, SUCCESS N HEALTH , AAP SAB KI ZINDAGI MEIN .... MERA
FAVE PYAAR KA LAAL RANG ... AAPKA  JALDI BATAIYE .."
(PHOTO: GAUAHAR KHAN/INSTAGRAM)

PRIYANKA CHOPRA CELEBRATED HOLI WITH HUSBAND NICK JONAS AND
HIS PARENTS IN LONDON, WHERE SHE IS SHOOTING FOR HER UPCOM-
ING SERIES CITADEL. SHARING PHOTOS FROM THEIR SPECIAL HOLI PARTY,
THE GLOBAL STAR WROTE, ""HOLI, THE FESTIVAL OF COLOURS IS ONE OF
MY FAVOURITES HOPE WE CAN ALL CELEBRATE IT WITH OUR LOVED
ONES, BUT IN OUR HOMES! #HAPPYHOLI EVERYONE."
(PHOTO: PRIYANKA CHOPRA/INSTAGRAM)

Marvel has announced the new release date of Scarlett
Johansson starrer Black Widow in which she plays the titular
role. The film was earlier set to hit the screens in 2020 but
due to the coronavirus pandemic, it got pushed. Then the
makers announced that Black Widow will be a May 2021 re-
lease. However, the new release date is two months after
that. The Marvel superhero flick is slated to release on July 9,
2021. Marvel shared a new poster of Black Widow featuring
Scarlett in a white suit and her armours. They wrote, "Marvel
Studios'  Black Widow is in theatres July 9 and on
@DisneyPlus with Premier Access. Additional fees required."

DEMI LOVATO REVEALS SHE WAS
MINUTES AWAY FROM LOSING HER LIFE

AFTER HEROIN OVERDOSE IN 2018

Singer-songwriter Demi Lovato has revealed that on the night
of July 2018, when she had overdosed on drugs, she came
very close "to death". In an interview with CBS, the 28-year-
old opened up about her near-fatal heroin overdose.
"The doctors told me that I had five to 10 minutes. Like, if no
one had found me, then I wouldn't be here. And I'm grateful
that I'm sitting here today," she said in the interview to CBS,
as repor ted by US Weekly. Lovato fur ther added, "I'm in re-
covery for a bunch of things and I had  been sober for how many
years, but I'm still miserable. For the first time in my life, I had to essen-
tially die to wake up."  Recently, in her documentary, "Demi Lovato:
Dancing with the Devil", Lovato had revealed being sexually assaulted
by her drug dealer, on the night she almost died.

ANGELINA JOLIE ACCUSES BRAD
PITT OF 'DOMESTIC VIOLENCE',

CLAIMS SHE HAS PROOF

Brad Pitt and Angelina Joli's divorce battle is nowhere near its
climax. The couple announced the separation in 2016 and it
was in 2019 when the cour t granted them a single status. The
estranged couple has been co-parenting their six kids -
Maddox, 19, Pax, 17, Zahara, 16, Shiloh, 14, twins Knox and
Vivienne, 12. Now as per the latest repor ts, Angelina has
claimed that she has proof of 'domestic violence' against Brad.
Talking about it, a source told ET, "This is just another case of
Angelina changing the narrative when it suits her. Aside from
the one accusation that she made in 2016 that was investi-
gated and dismissed, there have never been any other records,
police repor ts or even accusations until it suited her case."
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Oprah Winfrey asked Aishwarya Rai why she has never kissed
on screen, Abhishek Bachchan’s answer had everyone in splits

RHEA CHAKRABORTY’S NEW
POST CELEBRATES POWER OF
LOVE, SAYS IT NEVER FADES

DESPITE ‘ADVERSITY AND GRIEF’

Actor Rhea Chakrabor ty shared a picture with a caption
that read, “Love is power.” The photo features Rhea caught
in a candid moment with her f r iend Nidhi  Parmar
Hiranandani. The two are seen trying to make a hear t with
their hands. Quoting Rober Fulghum, Chakrabor ty wrote,
“‘Love is a fabric which never fades, no matter how often it
is washed in the water of adversity and grief’” Nidhi, in
response to the post, dropped a hear t emoji in the comment
section. The picture was originally posted by Nidhi in De-
cember. Sharing the picture, the producer wrote, “Always
fierce, always together.” Rhea’s latest Instagram update
comes two weeks after she posted a picture of her hand
holding her mother’s hand. The picture was dropped on
the occasion of International Women’s Day. “Maa and
me .. together forever … my strength, my faith, my for-
titude – my Maa,” she wrote as the caption. Rhea is all
set to make her Bollywood comeback with Chehre, which
stars Amitabh Bachchan and Emraan Hashmi in the lead
role. However, the makers refrained from promoting her.
Even the trailer shows Rhea in a blink-and-miss ap-
pearance. Talking about Rhea’s absence, Chehre pro-
ducer Anand Pandit said that while the public scrutiny
never affected his decision to retain the actor in the film,
he knew the media attention could take a toll on Rhea if
she participated in public engagements for the film. “A
lot of issues have happened in Rhea’s life over the last
one year. I never wanted to give another turmoil to her…
till the time she is not comfor table (promoting the film).
For my project or benefit, I don’t want to create ripples
in somebody’s life. “Since the beginning I was commit-
ted that Rhea would be a par t of the film irrespective of what hap-
pens. The whole cast and crew praised my stand that I would
have her in the film. There was no question of replacing her or
shortening her role. But we decided that we will bring her (in public) at
an appropriate time, whenever she is comfortable. I asked her if
this was okay with her. Our conscience was pure. I was not
fearing any backlash,” the producer said in an interview
with indianexpress.com.

Oprah Winfrey’s interview with Priyanka Chopra was all the buzz
recently. In 2009, she had sat down with Aishwarya Rai Bachchan
and Abhishek Bachchan for an interview after their wedding and the
discussion had made to the headlines.
Oprah had asked why Aishwarya, despite a successful career of so
many years and foray in Hollywood, has decided to have a no-kissing
clause. “I understand you have never been kissed on camera,” she
had asked the former Miss World. In her reply, Aishwarya had laughed
and said ‘Go on baby’ after which Abhishek gave her a peck on the
cheek. As everyone laughed, Abhishek said, “Not a lot of it happens
on camera in India as openly as it does in West. It is not about will it
be accepted or not, it is not required. A lot of Indian audience doesn’t

think it is required. To put it this way, if we make up a scene, boy
meets girl, they fall in love, they want to express their love and they
kiss. In India, we will have a song. They have this intimate moment,
and cut, you are in the middle of the mountains and you are singing
and dancing.” With Oprah and the audience in splits, the actor in-
sisted that he will rather have the song any day as it was far more interesting.
Oprah had also asked Abhishek how he popped the question to Aishwarya. “I was
filming in New York for a movie and I used to stand on the balcony of
my hotel room and wish that one day, it would be nice if I was together
with her, mar ried. So, I took her to the very same balcony and asked
her to marry me,” Abhishek said as Aishwarya added, “It was very
sweet. It was very real at the same time.”

Sara Ali Khan showers love on dad Saif Ali Khan in the most unusual way
Sara Ali Khan's Instagram page can be described as 'quirky'. The actor flaunts her stylish and cute side
with the funniest captions and everyone including her fans and celebs laud her for it. Sara, on Sunday,
took to her Instagram story and shared a photo clicked on the sets of Atrangi Re. She is seen looking
beautiful in a white salwar suit with a pair of juttis. Sara is seen sitting in front of a tea stall. An
interesting fact is that the tea stall is named 'Saif Chai Wala' and Sara couldn't contain her excitement
on seeing it. She posed at the stall and showered love on her dad and actor Saif Ali Khan. Sara posted
a GIF of 'I love my Dad' along with 'Chai addict' citing her love for tea too. During a recent interaction
with Elle India, Sara had opened up on spending time with Saif. She had said, "I remember this vacation
with him in Italy, which was all about pizza, pasta, culture, museums, music and plays – this is
something my father and I really, really enjoy. We both are history nerds, and we laugh about the fact
that we discuss Hitler and Stalin more than films and Bollywood."  Meanwhile, on the work front, Sara
will next be seen in Aanand L Rai directorial Atrangi Re. The actor recently wrapped the shoot of the
film co-star ring Akshay Kumar and Dhanush. Atrangi Re is slated to release in August this year.



VIRAT KOHLI'S INDIAN TEAM BEAT ENGLAND
IN A NAIL-BITER TO CLINCH ODI SERIES 2-1

THISARA PERERA BECOMES FIRST SRI
LANKAN TO HIT SIX SIXES IN AN OVER

INDIA BEAT ENGLAND BY 7 RUNS IN THE FINAL ODI OF THE THREE-MATCH SERIES AS SAM
CURRAN TRIED HIS BEST TO DEFY THE HOSTS TILL THE LAST OVER.

Team India defeated the England side in a nail-
biter at the Maharashtra Cricket Association
(MCA) Stadium in Pune by just seven runs
in the final over to clinch the series 2-
1. It didn't seem like the England side
will take the game that far as they were
struggling at a couple of moments, however,
all-rounder Sam Curran defied all odds as he
stayed unbeaten on 95 off just 83 balls as he notched
up his maiden ODI half-century in the third ODI.
India had a fabulous star t in the second innings as
pace r  Bhuvneshwar  Kumar  r emoved  the  two
openers Jason Roy and Jos Buttler early before
Ben Stokes and Dawid Malan kept the Indian
bowlers at the bay for a few overs. Stokes lived
a charmed life as he was dropped once and was
almost run-out once but his luck ran out as he
tried to slog left-arm pacer T Natarajan's full toss.
I t  d idn ' t  t ake  t ime  fo r  I nd ia  to  ge t
England's stand-in captain Jos Buttler
as  t he  b reak th rough  spec ia l i s t
Shardul Thakur got him trapped in front
of the wickets and India got their four th
wicket in an inspiring review. Af ter which,
Dawid Malan and Liam Livingstone stitched a
60-run par tnership to help England come back into

the game. But losing two quick wickets pegged them back again and
India were now on the top.
But Sam Curran stood like a wall and along with Adil Rashid kept the
scorecard ticking as the run-rate was never out of England's reach.
Curran brought up his first half-century but a stunning catch by

skipper Kohli meant, Thakur broke the par tnership again. Then,
Mark Wood joined the forces and the two continued to

frustrate the Indian side. But in the end, it proved to be
too much for him in the end even when he kept

India at the bay staying unbeaten on 95.
Earlier, India were bundled out for 329 in

48.2 overs after England came back in the
last   10 overs to take last  s ix Indian

wickets for just 73 runs. Openers Rohit
Sharma and Shikhar Dhawan stitched

a 103-run par tnership af ter which
they went through a mini collapse

losing four wickets. The collapse
was followed by a blitzkrieg from
Rishabh Pant and Hardik Pandya
as the hard-hitt ing dup forged a
quick 99-run par tnership but af ter
that the lower order couldn't offer
much  res is tance  as  they  kep t
los ing  w icke ts  and  even tua l l y
were all out.

ROHIT SHARMA-SHIKHAR DHAWAN BECOMES SECOND INDIAN
PAIR TO ACHIEVE THIS MASSIVE RECORD

Team India opening pair of Rohit Sharma and Shikhar Dhawan went
past 5000 partnership runs in the ODIs on Sunday in the decider of
the three-match series against England in Pune. Rohit and Shikhar
stitched a 103-run par tnership on just 14.4 overs to give India a
much-needed fast start to challenge this marauding England's bat-
ting line-up.  With those 103 runs, Rohit and Shikhar took their
par tnership runs tally to 5023 runs in the ODIs. By the vir tue of
the same, they became the second Indian pair to score 5000-
plus runs as an opening par tnership af ter Sachin Tendulkar and
Sourav Ganguly, who are on the top of the pile with 8227 runs.
The former legendary batting pair has batted together in 176 in-
nings and average 47.55 with 26 100-plus and 29 5-plus stands.
While Rohit-Shikhar average 45.25 with 17 100-run par tnerships
and 15 50-plus stands. Earlier, after losing the toss for the third time in the ongoing series India were put in to bat and rectifying their
batting approach from the last game, India started their innings in an aggressive manner even if it meant risking losing wickets.

All-rounder Thisara Perera became the first Sri Lankan to hit
six sixes in an over in any form of professional cricket dur-
ing a domestic tournament near in Colombo. The 31-year-
old achieved the feat during his unbeaten 13-ball 52 while
captaining Sri Lanka Army in a group match against
Bloomfield Cricket and Athletic Club in the Major Clubs Lim-
ited Over List A tournament at the Army Ground in Panagoda
town on Sunday.  His knock, which had eight sixes in it, was
also the second-fastest half-century by a Sri Lankan in List
A cricket, after former Sri Lanka all-rounder Kaushalya
Weeraratne’s 12-ball fifty in 2005. Perera came in to bat at
No. 5 with 20 balls remaining in their innings that was trun-
cated to 41-overs-a-side. Par t-time off-spinner Dilhan Cooray
was the bowler at the receiving end of Perera’s onslaught.
Perera is the ninth cricketer in the world to have achieved
this feat in professional cricket, af ter Garfield Sobers, Ravi
Shastri, Herschelle Gibbs, Yuvraj Singh, Ross Whiteley,
Hazratullah Zazai, Leo Car ter and recently Kieron Pollard.

Rishabh Pant is the future, can’t imagine
an Indian side without him: Ian Bell

“I can’t imagine an Indian side without Rishabh Pant in it,”
says former England batsman Ian Bell and calls the swash-
buckling wicketkeeper-batsman a “rare talent”, who played
with a lot of maturity against the Englishmen recently.
Making a comeback into the Indian white-ball side, Pant
was promoted to No. 4 and the 23-year-old did not disap-
point. He scored two half-centuries in the two ODIs.

‘He has shades of MS Dhoni’: Jos Buttler
on Sam Curran’s valiant 95-run knock

England stand-in skipper Jos Buttler saw shades of the ‘great
finisher’ Mahendra Singh Dhoni in Sam Curran’s valiant 95
not out that went in vain as India sealed the ODI series 2-1
by winning the third and final match here on Sunday. In a
nerve-racking series decider, Curran, coming out to bat at
number 8, led a fine England fight back after they were seven
wickets down for 200 to revive the visitors’ hopes of chas-
ing down 330 but eventually fell shor t by seven runs. With
all eyes will now be on the IPL beginning on April 9, Buttler
believes Curran, who is in the Dhoni-led Chennai Super
Kings, will have a great oppor tunity to talk to the former
India captain. “I’m sure Sam would want to talk to MS about
tonight’s innings,” Buttler said at the vir tual post-match news
conference. “I’m sure there were shades of the way that he
(MS Dhoni) would have liked to take the game down if he
was in that situation. He’s a great person for Sam to have a
conversation with when he meets up MS (in the IPL).” En-
gland all-rounder Moeen Ali will also play for CSK in the IPL.
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