
Y MEDIA & V-SERVE HOST VIP RECEPTION TO WELCOME BOLLYWOOD ACTRESS, POOJA BATRA, TO TORONTO FOR THE 'LIVING
WITH WELLNESS' FESTIVAL.

ONTARIO PREMIER FORD UNVEILS NEW
CABINET; PRABMEET SARKARIA, PARM

GILL BACK IN CABINET

CIRCULATED THROUGH : TORONTO, MARKHAM, SCARBOROUGH, RICHMOND HILL, VAUGHAN, WOODBRIDGE, ETOBICOKE, NORTH YORK, MALTON, REXDALE, BRAMPTON, MISSISSAUGA, OAKVILLE, HAMILTON, MILTON, STONEY CREEK, BURLINGTON

CANADA’S INFLATION RATE STANDS AT
7.7%, HIGHEST POINT SINCE 1983

INDIAN PM MODI, US PRESIDENT BIDEN, CANADIAN PM TRUDEAU AT G7 SUMMIT.

I SPECIAL COVERAGE ON PAGE 29

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE

Canadians continued to feel the impact of rising prices in May
as consumer inflation rose 7.7% year over year. This was the
largest yearly increase since January 1983 and up from a
6.8% gain in April. Excluding gasoline, the CPI rose 6.3% year
over year in May, after a 5.8% increase in April.

NEARLY HALF OF CANADIAN RENTERS MIGHT
STAY TENANTS INDEFINITELY: SURVEY

A recent survey from Canada Life reveals that current market
conditions are changing people’s home ownership plans. It’s a trend
that could have lasting impacts on retirement planning.
The survey finds that high real estate prices are not only preventing
many renters from entering the housing market, but they’re also causing
current homeowners to feel house poor. Almost half of the respondents
who rent (45 per cent) will either continue renting indefinitely or aren’t
sure when they will buy.

US SUPREME COURT OVERTURNS
FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO ABORTION

The US Supreme Cour t on Friday over turned the fundamental right to
abor tion granted by an earlier order in the Roe v. Wade case nearly 50
years ago. The 5-4 order of the overwhelmingly conservative nine-
justice bench is expected to change American social life as it exists
now. The court has left abor tion rights to be determined individually
by the 50 states. Sixteen states and the District of Columbia have
state laws protecting abor tion and will remain unaffected by the
Supreme Cour t order.

US PRESIDENT BIDEN APPOINTS INDIAN-
AMERICAN SCIENTIST TO CABINET

US President Joe Biden has appointed Indian-
American scientist, Arati Prabhakar to his
cabinet as the director of the Office of Science
and Technology Policy (OSTP), according to
the White House. Her nomination, which
would make her the current second Indian-
American cabinet member alongside Vice
President Kamala Harris, was sent to the Senate for confirmation on
Wednesday, the White House said.

BIG SETBACK FOR AAP, SIMRANJIT MANN
WINS SANGRUR BYPOLL

MOOSEWALA’S KILLING HATCHED TO AVENGE
MURDER OF MIDDUKHERA: PUNJAB ADGP

The Special  Invest igat ion
Team (SIT) probing the
sensational killing of famed
Punjabi singer Sidhu
Moosewala, on Thursday said
that jailed gangster Lawrence
Bishnoi, the main conspirator,
confessed that the execution planning was hatched in August last year to avenge
the murder of Vicky Middukhera.

In a setback to AAP, which came to power in
Punjab three months ago, the two-time MP and former
IPS officer, Simranjit Singh Mann, won the bypoll in the
Sangrur parliamentary constituency.  This seat, once a
stronghold of AAP, will now be represented by
Mann after over two decades.
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G-20 SUMMIT IN KASHMIR: AN UNPARALLELED
DIPLOMATIC ACHIEVEMENT FOR INDIA AFTER 1990
On Thursday, 23 June 2022, the Government of Jammu and Kashmir
constituted a 5-member committee of bureaucrats under Principal
Secretary Housing & Urban Development Dheeraj Gupta “for overall
coordination of G-20 meetings to be held in the Union Territory of J&K”.
Earlier, in November 2020, G-20 leaders had announced in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, that India would host the summit of the high-profile
grouping in 2023 with the delay of one year due to the Covid-19
pandemic. As per the previous schedule of the Osaka Declaration,
Saudi Arabia was to host the G-20 summit in 2020, followed by Italy in
2021 and India in 2022. Among others, Prime Minister of India Narendra
Modi, then outgoing U.S. President Donald Trump and the President of
China Xi Jinping had attended the G-20 summit at Riyadh.

Two Indo-Canadians were sworn as ministers in the new 30-member
Cabinet of Ontario province in Canada on Friday.

Parm Gill, 48, who was Minister
for Cit izenship and
Multiculturalism in the outgoing
ministry, took oath as Minister
for Red Tape Reduction.
Gill was re-elected from Milton
on the outskir ts of Toronto. His
family comes from Punjab's
Moga. Prabhmeet Sarkaria, 31,
who became the first turban-

wearing Sikh Cabinet minister in Ontario four years ago and was
President of the Treasury Board in the outgoing Cabinet, again
took oath for the same post. Sarkaria retained his seat from
Brampton South. His family moved to Canada from Amritsar in
the 1980s.
Six Punjabis were elected to the Ontario provincial parliament on
June 2.  A l l  the winners be longed to the ru l ing Progressive
Conservative Par ty, which retained its majority by winning 83
seats in the 124-member provincial Assembly.  Sylvia Jones is
appointed as Deputy Premier and Minister of Health while Peter
Bethlenfalvy, retains Finance ministry. Stephen Lecce remains
Educat ion minister and Michael Ford gets Cit izenship and
Multiculturalism depar tment. Monte McNaughton remains Minister
of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills Development and Caroline
Mulroney remains Minister of Transpor tation and Francophone Affairs.
Rookie Brampton MPP Charmaine Williams has been named as
associate minister of women's social and economic oppor tunity.

I CONTD. ON PAGE 5

YOGA CHANGED MY LIFE, SAYS
POOJA BATRA

I CONTD. ON PAGE 29

In an exclusive interview with Y Media Group Editor
YudhvirJaswal, Femina Miss India International winner and
Indian-American actress Pooja Batra candidly shared her acting
experiences and how yoga has changed her life. Read on.
Yudhvir Jaswal: What do you enjoy more: modelling or acting?
Pooja Batra: I would choose acting over modelling any day,
even though modelling is how I star ted. I was crowned Femina
Miss India International in 1993, and modelling got me into this
fantastic field of profession. But acting is what gives me
sat isfact ion. 
Yudhvir Jaswal: Could you please describe your journey of
entering the modelling field?
Pooja Batra: I par ticipated in Miss India’s beauty pageant and
was declared the winner. It was just the next day when the

whole world opened out for me. I
was just an ordinary average girl
in college. When I won the

pageant, suddenly everybody
knew me, and I star ted getting
commercials. I star ted
getting all the big runway
shows, and the designers
wanted to reach out to
me as I got movie offers.
It was amazing.

POOJA LUTHRA
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CANADA- INDIA FMS 'EXCHANGED VIEWS ON INTERNATIONAL ISSUES INCLUDING THE
COMMONWEALTH, UKRAINE CONFLICT & THE INDOPACIFIC.

ONTARIO NDP ELECTS PETER TABUNS TO BE INTERIM LEADER

NDP MPP Peter Tabuns (Toronto—Danfor th) has been elected by the NDP’s provincial council to be the
par ty’s interim leader. “The NDP is honoured that the people of Ontario have asked us, once again, to form
the Official Opposition, and I’m humbled to have an oppor tunity to lead the par ty for a time,” said Tabuns.
“The Ontario NDP Caucus is energized and committed to holding the Ford government to account. It’s a
difficult time for workers whose wages are falling behind. For patients waiting far too long for care. For our
parents in long-term care and the kids who need more help to get back on track in school. And for everyone
worried about the climate crisis. We’re on their side. We’re going to fight to rebuild health care and long-term
care for them. We’re going to fight for education for them. We’re going to fight to lift wages up, and bring costs
down for them. And we’re going to fight against Conservative cuts that would hur t them.”
The provincial council will hold another meeting to determine the rules and leadership election date.
Ontario NDP president Janelle Brady said the par ty is in a strong position.
“We are a diverse, multi-generational, modern social democratic par ty with suppor ters and volunteers in
every region of this province. We’re financially sound and more energized than ever before,” said Brady.
“I want to thank Andrea Horwath for her leadership, and for guiding our par ty to a stronger place than
we’ve ever been. And I want to congratulate Peter Tabuns on his election as interim leader. The choice of
a new leader and the direction of our par ty belongs to the tens of thousands of NDP members in Ontario
— and I can confidently say the par ty is in good hands.”
The NDP’s provincial council is empowered to select an interim leader, taking into account a
recommendation from the provincial executive. The provincial executive must and did consult with the
NDP caucus as well as NDP committees in that process.
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PM TRUDEAU MEETS WITH PM MODI, DISCUSSES OPPORTUNITIES
FOR ENHANCED COOPERATION BETWEEN CANADA AND INDIA

BIDEN'S HISTORIC STEPPING OUT TO GREET MODI IN G7 SUMMIT CALCULATED STEP, GOES VIRAL

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau met with the Prime Minister of India,
Narendra Modi, on the margins of the G7 Summit.
The leaders welcomed the growing trade relationship between Canada
and India, as well as the longstanding people-to-people ties between
the two countries. The prime ministers also discussed cooperation
on climate change and the environment, the development of renewable
energy sources, the global response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and
in the free, open, and inclusive Indo-Pacific region.

Prime Minister Trudeau welcomed the oppor tunity to engage with
Prime Minister Modi and the leaders of other G7 par tner countries.
The two leaders exchanged views on pressing issues discussed at
the G7, including the pandemic response, resilient democracies,
and food security. They also discussed Russia’s invasion of
Ukra ine .  Pr ime Min is te r  Tr udeau  and  Pr ime Min is te r  Mod i
d iscussed oppor tuni t ies for  enhanced cooperat ion between
Canada and India, both bilaterally and at the G20.

US President Joe Biden's outreach to the Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi by stepping out to greet him at the G7 summit in
Germany is being perceived as a calculated political move to garner
his suppor t on the Quad and other multilateral issues on the table.
TV grabs and pictures of the event have gone viral especially in
India and on the internet raising curiosity as to why would Biden do
such a thing unless there was an agenda behind it, sources not
wishing to be named said.
The US needs India's suppor t on the Russia Ukraine war where
India has maintained a low-profile ambivalent stand in the Quad
group with India's External Affairs Ministry not making any statement
that could repor tedly upset the balance in the long traditional ties
India has had with Russia over the years and with multibillion dollar
military supplies at stake, even though the BJP-led NDA has come
off to the world as an ultra-right wing par ty aligned more with the
west than the east, analysts feel.
While Biden might persuade India to restrict oil impor ts from Russia
and look at the global demand supply management in several

countries including India where inflation is soaring, India would
reiterate its position that it is unfairly being targeted for its impor ts
from Russia on oil while most of the west looks to Russia for energy
supplies and impor ts minerals, fer tilisers and ores.
The US understands fully that the Indian diaspora is one of the largest
in the ethnic communities settled in the US numbering over one million
contributing as much $2 billion in taxes to the IRS and US treasury
annually. Highly-educated Indians dominate the IT space in the US,
especially Silicon Valley where many Indian Americans lead global
companies such as Google, Microsoft, and lots of other mid-level IT
companies or star tups. It is only rivalled by China which has a
language barrier in English which India does not have.
What's possible on the agenda between the two leaders of the two
great democracies of the world if and when they meet: :
The US might make another futile bid to get Indian suppor t on the
Russia Ukraine war, strengthen US in its position on the South China
seas to protect its allies, the Philippines and Vietnam, where India too
has interests, par ticularly Vietnam where state owned ONGC is drilling

for oil. It could be mutual where India would yield less space
given its historic stands on multilateral issues.
The Biden administration has made very clear statements in its
election manifesto of suppor ting the Indian community on several
issues considering the diaspora's contribution to American
prosperity. Indian IT companies had a tough time with the Trump
administration when it sought to cur tail the number of H1B1
visas issued to Indian techies, insisting on giving more space in
employing local Americans.
On the average, a low-level or mid-level Indian techie in the IT
space would be earning around $50,000 to 70,000 a year. But to
employ an American, both American and Indian IT companies
would have to pay a minimum wage of $100,000 a year.
That's the reason why most US and Indian IT companies preferred
to outsource or employ equally competent if not more Indians in
large numbers with companies such as TCS, Infosys and Wipro
and HCL enjoying the benefit of bulk visa issues from US
immigration office which Trump sought to strike down.
This could be a major issue that PM Modi could take up with
Biden even though the time is very limited for detailed discussions
that could well be followed up by the foreign offices on both
sides.
Another issue is the pile up of green card applications during the
Trump administration which the Biden regime is trying to clear
in a sustained manner. This enables dependents and spouses to
move to the US to be united with the earning members there. And
the huge line up of Indian techies waiting to apply for Green
Cards after having served on the H1BI visas for over seven to 10
years.
Why does America treat India as a very trusted ally in all matters?
Look at the Biden's Democratic manifesto. As Senator, as
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, and as
Vice President, Joe Biden has suppor ted Indian Americans and
a strong friendship between India and the US. "Indian Americans,
like all Americans, are deeply invested in the core elements of
our future - education, access to high-quality, affordable health
care, addressing the cl imate cr isis,  and reforming and
modernizing our immigration system in a way that aligns with
our values," Biden had stated.
"From fighting Covid-19 to building our economy back better to
reforming our system of immigrat ion, a Biden-Harr is
Administration will be one that Indian Americans can count on,"
the manifesto had promised.
Stem the Rising Tide of Hate and Bigotry
Ensuring the safety of Indians on American soil is an Indian
government priority. Indian Americans of all backgrounds - Hindu,
Sikh, Muslim, Jain, and others - have been subjected to bullying
and xenophobic attacks. Biden had promised that more than ever,
a reassurance that leaders in Washington will have their backs.
Security Needs of Houses of Worship
In 2012, the Sikh community suffered a terrible tragedy when a
White supremacist opened fire in an Oak Creek, Wisconsin, gurdwara,
ultimately killing seven and wounding four. In January 2019, a Hindu temple
was the victim of a horrific act of vandalism and destruction, with windows
shattered and xenophobic messages spray-painted across the walls. A
mur ti (idol) was defaced and a knife was stabbed into a chair.
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TORONTO: Right at Home Realty (“Right at Home”), Canada’s largest
independent real estate brokerage, released new data revealing more than half of
Ontarians believe they may never afford a home in their current city or town.
Additionally, more than half (54 per cent) of parents in Ontario are not planning on
helping their children buy a home in the future.
The data also revealed:
*    Most (80 per cent) of Ontario homeowners are not planning to sell their
home in the next two to three years compared to 77 per cent in 2021.
*    Only 19 per cent of potential first-time homebuyers in Ontario plan to buy
in the next two to three years, compared to 30 per cent in 2021, an overall
decrease of 56 per cent year-over-year.
*    Nearly one-quarter (23 per cent) of Ontario homeowners who plan on
selling their home are doing so to take advantage of the current market,
compared to 11 per cent in 2021, doubling the amount since last year.
*    Nearly one-third (32 per cent) of Ontarians say the COVID-19 pandemic
has negatively impacted their ability to save for a home, compared to nearly
one-quarter (23 per cent) in 2021, a 39 per cent increase year-over-year.
“The impact of rising mortgage rates has reduced the buying power of potential
homebuyers. Additionally, the minimum mortgage stress test rate will climb
to seven per cent or higher,” said John Lusink, President of Right at Home
Realty. “Another impact of the rising rates is the financial disincentive created
for those thinking of selling but are now faced with much higher financing
costs when considering buying their next home. While we will continue to
see a drop in market activity, we do not anticipate this will lead to a market
crash.” “News of rising mortgage rates may be a deterrent for some, however,
those that take the time to do the calculations are often pleasantly surprised
that the difference in the monthly payment is not as high as they would have
expected,” said Christina O’Dea, Broker, Right at Home Realty.
Most homeowners plan to stay put
While many (80 per cent) respondents cited they are not planning to sell their
homes in the next two to three years, the reasons for those who are interested
in selling (20 per cent) vary. The top cited reasons include downsizing (33 per
cent), moving out of the city (26 per cent) and taking advantage of the current
market (23 per cent). Furthermore, the number of homeowners stating they
would sell their homes to take advantage of the current market has doubled
since last year (11 per cent and 23 per cent, respectively). This indicates a

dramatic shift in the housing market, and only seven per cent of respondents
who identified plans to sell in the next two to three years said it would be to
upsize/buy a bigger house. In 2021, a substantial 39 per cent cited upsizing
as a reason for selling, reflecting a sizeable decrease of 82 per cent in this
year alone.
Younger buyers are more likely to feel the impact of rising interest rates
Interest rate changes have become more of a concern this year. This is
reflected in the 12 per cent year-over-
year decrease of respondents who
said a mortgage rate increase would
impact their decision to buy a home.
Nearly two-thirds (61 per cent) of all
respondents said a mortgage rate
increase of 150 basis points (1.5 per
cent) or less would have no impact
on the decision to purchase a home,
compared to 70 per cent in 2021.
Fur thermore, significant
discrepancies were identified among
different age brackets, with younger
age groups being more impacted by
mortgage rate increases. Two-fifths
(41 per cent) of Ontarians aged 18 to
34 said mor tgage rate increases
would not impact their decision to
buy a home, compared to 61 per cent
and 76 per cent for those aged 35-54
and over the age of 55, respectively.
Affordable housing concerns persist
Housing affordability continues to be
a major concern for those who do
not own a home, especially in the
GTA and 416 regions. The data found
that 61 per cent of those in the GTA
and 74 per cent of those in 416 regions
believe they may never be able to

RIGHT AT HOME REALTY: 57% OF ONTARIANS BELIEVE THEY
MAY BE PRICED OUT OF THEIR OWN CITY

PAKISTAN PM ANNOUNCES 10% ‘SUPER
TAX’ ON LARGE-SCALE INDUSTRIES

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Friday announced that to control
the “storm of inflation”, the government would be imposing a 10 per cent
“super tax” on large-scale industries, the media reported.
In his address, the premier discussed the “tough” economic decisions taken
by the incumbent coalition government, as Pakistan edges towards a default,
the Express Tribune reported. The premier stated that the revenue generated
from the “super tax” would be beneficial for “poverty alleviation” in order to
support the burden of inflation on the masses.
Sectors which will be subject to the tax include; steel, sugar, cement, oil, gas,
fertilisers, LNG terminals, banking, textile, automobile, cigarettes, chemicals
and beverages. The Prime Minister stated that the cross-subsidy would be
used to strengthen public services such as education and the health sector.
He added that the such policies were necessary to reduce the country’s
reliance on foreign loans. “That is what we call economic freedom; that is
what we call coming out of the shackles of slavery of borrowing money,” he
furthered. The premier further announced the imposition of another tax on
those members of society who earn an annual income of more than 150
million rupees, 200 million rupees, 250 million rupees, and 300 million rupees
or higher, Express Tribune reported.

PAKISTAN DEFENCE MINISTER CONDEMNS
CANADIAN MP, TOM KMIEC’S ALLEGATIONS

AGAINST ARMY CHIEF

Pakistan Defence Minister Khawaja Asif has condemned allegations
levelled against Chief of Army Staff (COAS) Gen Qamar Javed Bajwa
and the military by Canadian MP Tom Kmiec.
Kmiec, who belongs to the Conservative Par ty, in a recent speech on
the floor of the Canadian Parliament, had accused COAS Bajwa of
“toppling two governments in Pakistan” and claimed that the military
under his command was involved in human rights abuses and had
links with terrorist groups, Dawn repor ted.
In his address to the National Assembly, Asif said the Canadian
government and Prime Minister Justin Trudeau respect Pakistan, but
“if their Parliament member attacks our institution and state, then it is
incumbent upon us to respond to those allegations”.
Asif said the Canadian government should have itself taken notice of
the remarks made by its parliamentarian, Dawn repor ted.
Responding to Kmiec’s accusation that the previous government in
Pakistan was “toppled” through military intervention, Asif said the
former PTI government was removed through a constitutional process
and the judiciary had also endorsed it.
He informed the House that Pakistan had raised the issue at a
diplomatic level as he linked Kmiec’s allegation with “Islamophobia”.
“I believe the Canadian lawmaker does not represent his country or
people, but if there is any such statement, there will be a reaction to
it,” Asif added.
The Defence Minister noted that such voices were also being raised
in other par ts of the world, including the UK and the US “because of
hatred propagated by former Prime Minister Imran Khan”.

CONTD. FROM PAGE 1
As per poll results, Shiromani Akali Dal-Amritsar (SAD-A) candidate
Mann defeated his closest rival Aam Aadmi Par ty's (AAP) Gurmail
Singh in a neck-and-neck battle by over 6,000 votes, with the former
leading in the majority of the rounds, including Muslim-dominated
Malerkotla Assembly seat.
Mann, 77, who unsuccessfully contested the Assembly polls in
February, won the parliamentary elections from Sangrur in 1999. Mann,
has been demanding the opening of borders with Pakistan for traders,
is toeing the ideology of Sikh leader Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, who
was killed during Operation Blue Star that was carried out by the
Indian Army in June 1984 to flush out militants hiding in the Golden
Temple complex in Amritsar. Af ter winning the election, Mann
remembered the contribution of Bhindranwale towards the Sikh cause.
He gave the credit of his win to those who sacrificed their lives for the
cause of the Sikhs. Mann remembered the contribution of actor-turned-
activist Deep Sidhu, accused of being the key conspirator of the Red
For t violence on the Republic Day last year, and slain singer Sidhu
Moosewala, who met him days ahead of his killing on May 29.
Just 45.3 per cent voters -- 27.1 per cent less than the 2019 elections
-- cast their franchise to decide the fate of 16 candidates on June 23.
The bypoll for Sangrur was necessitated following the resignation of

BIG SETBACK FOR AAP
SIMRANJIT MANN WINS SANGRUR BYPOLL

Bhagwant Mann, who won the Assembly election in February from
the Dhuri constituency, and became the Chief Minister.
The other key contenders were death row convict Balwant Singh
Rajoana's foster sister Kamaldeep Kaur, 44, who was in the fray on
the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) ticket, BJP's Kewal Dhillon, 72, and
Dalvir Singh Goldy, 40, of the Congress. Both Dhillon and Goldy are
former legislators.
Simranjit Mann has declared Rs 8.37 crore assets, including Rs 35.38 moveable
and Rs 8.02 immovable. His wife's assets stand at Rs 4.88 crore.
The bypoll is the first major electoral battle after the AAP's resounding
victory in the state Assembly polls. Bhagwant Mann had won his first
election as Sangrur MP in 2014 with a record margin of over 2.10 lakh
votes defeating SAD candidate Sukhdev Singh Dhindsa.
In 2019 Bhagwant Mann was the lone AAP MP in Parliament and he
had defeated the then Congress candidate Kewal Singh Dhillon by
more than 1.1 lakh votes. Responding to Mann's victory, SAD President
Sukhbir Badal tweeted, "We bow before the mandate of the people in
true democratic spirit." In the 2022 Assembly elections, AAP recorded
a thumping win by claiming 92 of the Assembly's 117 seats. The
ruling Congress won 18, down from 77 in 2017. All nine Vidhan Sabha
constituencies coming under the Sangrur parliamentary seat were
won by the AAP MLAs with a record mandate.

SAD (AMRITSAR)
PRESIDENT SIMRANJIT

SINGH MANN:

 2,53,154 VOTES

AAM AADMI PARTY
GURMAIL SINGH

 2,47,332 VOTES

CONGRESS
DALVIR SINGH GOLDY

 79,668 VOTES

BJP
KEWAL DHILLON

 66,298 VOTES

SAD
KAMALDEEP KAUR

RAJOANA

 44,428 VOTES

OMICRON-TARGETING COVID VAX SHOWS HIGH
IMMUNE RESPONSE: PFIZER & BIONTECH

The new Covid shot that specifically targets Omicron variant elicits a
strong immune response against the strain, widely known to evade
vaccines, Pfizer and BioNTech have said.
According to the companies, just a month after administration, a booster
dose of the Omicron-adapted monovalent candidates (at 30 and 60
microgram doses) increased neutralising antibodies against Omicron
BA.1 to 13.5 and 19.6-fold above pre-booster dose levels.
A booster dose of the Omicron-adapted bivalent candidates conferred a
9.1 and 10.9-fold increase in neutralising antibodies against Omicron
BA.1, that was circulating last winter.
Data from the Phase 2/3 trial that included 1,234 people aged 56 or older,
showed that both Omicron-adapted vaccine candidates were well-
tolerated in participants, the companies said.
“Based on these data, we believe we have two very strong Omicron-
adapted candidates that elicit a substantially higher immune response
against Omicron than we’ve seen to date,” said Albert Bourla, Chairman
and Chief Executive Officer, Pfizer, in a statement.

NEARLY 1 IN 5 AMERICAN ADULTS REPORT HAVING LONG COVID
Nearly one out of five adults in the US who previously had Covid-19
now repor t having symptoms of long COVID, according to new data
revealed by the government.
The data published was sourced through the “Household Pulse Survey”
conducted by the US Census Bureau and the National Center for Health
Statistics (NCHS), repor ts Xinhua news agency.
The NCHS began asking about the presence of long Covid at the
star t of June.
Out of the over 62,000 adults surveyed, about 40 per cent said they
had previous Covid-19 infection. Among them, 19 per cent said they
were currently experiencing symptoms of long Covid.
Of the general population, one out of 13 or 7.5 per cent of US adults
repor ted having symptoms of long Covid that lasted three or more
months after their initial infection, according to the survey. Women

were found to have a higher rate of long Covid than men, with 9.4 per
cent repor ting the condition compared to 5.5 per cent of men, it added.
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CANADA PERFORMED BETTER THAN G10

COUNTRIES IN TERMS OF PEOPLE RECEIVING
2 COVID-19 VACCINE DOSES: STUDY

G7 LEADERS LAUNCH PLAN TO RIVAL CHINA’S
BELT AND ROAD INITIATIVE (BRI)

G7 leaders have launched a detailed plan to to mobilise hundreds of
billions of dollars and deliver quality, sustainable infrastructure in a move
deemed to counter Chinese President Xi Jinping’s ambitious Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI).
According to the BBC, the Par tnership for Global Infrastructure and
Investment (PGII) relaunches a scheme unveiled at last year’s G7 talks
in Cornwall, England.
Addressing the summit in Krun on Sunday, US President Joe Biden said
that last year in Cornwall, the G7 made a commitment to “step up and
provide financing for quality, high-standard, sustainable infrastructure in
developing and middle-income countries”.
“We’re offering better options for countries and for people around the
world to invest in critical infrastructure that improves the lives, their
lives, all of our lives, and delivers real gains for all of our people, not just
the G7, all of our people,” the President was quoted as saying in a readout
issued by the White House.
Biden said that the G7 leaders aim to mobilise nearly $600 billion by
2027. Of the total, the US will raise $200 billion via grants, federal funds
and private investment, while the European Union (EU) has pledged 300
billion euros ($316 billion).
“These strategic investments are areas of critical to sustainable

development and to our shared global stability: health and health security,
digital connectivity, gender equality and equity, climate and energy
security.” He fur ther clarified that “this isn’t aid or charity; it’s an
investment that will deliver returns for everyone”.
“It’ll boost all of our economies, and it’s a chance for us to share our
positive vision for the future and let communities around the world see
themselves the concrete benefits of partnering with democracies,” Biden
added. European Commission President Ursula von der Leyen said the
aim of the latest project was to present a “positive powerful investment
impulse to the world to show our partners in the developing world that
they have a choice”, the BBC reported.
The infrastructure plan was first unveiled at the 2021 G7 summit, which
was called the Build Back Better World at the time.
The US-driven plan however, faltered from a lack of progress, and the
project was renamed to PGII before being resuscitated at the ongoing
summit.
Jinping’s BRI, launched in 2013, provides financing for emerging countries
to build infrastructure like ports, roads and bridges.
While it has developed trade links, it has also been criticised as a means
of providing “predatory loans”, forcing debt-saddled countries to cede
key assets if they fail to meet their debt repayments, said the BBC.

*       Compared with the other Group of 10 (G10) countries, Canada
performed better than most in terms of percentage of the population
receiving 2 doses of a SARS-CoV-2 vaccine, and on measures
assessing the direct effect of the pandemic: number of people infected,
number who died from COVID-19 and total excess deaths.
*        People in Canada experienced some of the most restrictive
public health measures across a broad range of domains, including
restrictions on public gatherings and school closures.
*        Canada’s economy showed similar growth in inflation and
public indebtedness, but weaker gross domestic product growth than
other countries.
*        As Canada enters the third year of the pandemic, government
and public health leaders should inform the public about the nation’s
successes and ongoing challenges, shape expectations regarding
pandemic control measures that may be necessary in the months
ahead, and focus public health restrictions on those that remain
essential to contain spread of SARS-CoV-2 infection.

MOOSEWALA’S GHOST RISES TO DEFEAT AAP IN
PUNJAB CM BHAGWANT MANN’S LOK SABHA BASTION
The ghost of Punjabi pop singer Sidhu Moosewala appears to have risen
to inflict a crushing defeat on AAP in the key Lok Sabha by-election for the
Sangrur seat which had fallen vacant after Bhagwant Mann resigned to
become the Punjab Chief Minister.
The AAP leadership had come under severe criticism as Moosewala
was shot dead just a day after the state government reduced his security
along with some other opposition leaders in what was seen as a populist
measure that had put their lives at risk.
AAP lost the Sangrur parliamentary by-election to radical Sikh leader
Simranjit Singh Mann, president of Shiromani Akali Dal (Amritsar) which
is a breakaway hardline group at loggerheads with the Parkash Singh
Badal-led Akali Dal. The opposition poll campaign succeeded in driving
home the deteriorating law and order situation in the state where incidents
of murder, extor tions, and looting are repor ted every day. Former
ambassador and columnist, K.C. Singh tweeted on June 25, a day in
advance of the election result that the Moosewala killing has brought the
AAP government in Punjab on the backfoot hinting at its possible defeat.
Simranjit Singh Mann at his press conference after the poll victory
attributed his success at the hustings to the slain singer Sidhu Moosewala,
and controversial actor late Deep Sidhu who died recently in a road
accident, and Sandeep Ambian, an international Kabaddi player who was
shot dead in a gang war – all of them are his supporters. Mann secured
2,53,154 votes defeating his nearest rival Gurmail Singh of AAP who got
2,47,332 votes. The total voter turnout this time was only 45 per cent
though in 2019 when Bhagwant Mann won this seat polling was 72.44 per
cent. Bhagwant Mann had won the Sangrur seat in the 2019 parliamentary
elections with a margin of over 1.2 lakh votes for the second time in a row
after emerged winner in the seat as 2014 as well. He had managed to
hold off a nationwide sweep by the BJP led by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. The Punjab by-election result has also come as a major shock to
the Badal family-led Shiromani Akali Dal as its candidate Kamaldeep

Kaur Rajaona sister of convicted extremist Balwant Singh Rajoana got
44,428 votes only coming at the last position in a five-cornered contest.
The BJP candidate Kewal Singh Dhillon came four th securing 66,298
votes. Congress nominee Dalvir Singh Goldy got the third position securing
79,668 votes. The by-election result is seen as the first major test to
gauge the popularity of the three-month-old Bhagwan Mann government
which had swept Assembly polls winning 92 seats in the 117-seat Vidhan
Sabha and all the 9 from the Sangrur parliamentary constituency. AAP
had contested Assembly elections on the plank of development and zero
tolerance for corruption. The defeat is being seen as a personal blow to
the Chief Minister who became MP twice from this seat in 2014 and 2019.
The opposition has been targeting CM for being remote-controlled from
Delhi by Arvind Kejriwal, the party convenor. Secondly, the CM has been
accused of running to Himachal and Gujarat in the company of Kejriwal
to campaign for AAP, in the Punjab government helicopter.
Simranjit Singh Mann, a two-time MP, founded his separate Akali Dal in
1994. He quit the Indian Police Service in 1984 in protest against Operation
Bluestar. He was also accused of conspiracy in the assassination of late
Indira Gandhi and had remained in jail for 5 years before being acquitted.

RUSSIA DEFAULTS ON OVERSEAS DEBT FOR
1ST TIME IN OVER A CENTURY

Russia has defaulted on its overseas debt for the first time in more
than a century after missing a deadline, repor ts suggest.
Russia has the money to make a $100 million payment and is willing
to pay, but sanctions have made it impossible to get the sum to
international creditors, the BBC repor ted.
The Kremlin had been determined to avoid the default, which is a
major blow to the nation’s prestige.
The $100 million interest payment was due on May 27. Russia has
said that the the money was sent to Euroclear, a bank which would
then distribute the payment to investors.
But that payment has been stuck there, according to Bloomberg News,
and creditors have not received it.
The money had not arrived within 30 days of the due date, that is,
Sunday evening, and so is considered a default, BBC repor ted.
Euroclear wouldn’t say if the payment had been blocked, but said it
adheres to all sanctions.
The last time Russia defaulted on its foreign debt was in 1918, during
the Bolshevik Revolution when the new communist leader Vladimir
Lenin refused to pay the debts of the Russian Empire.
Russia’s last debt default of any kind was in the 1998 as the country was rocked by
the rouble crisis during the chaotic end of Boris Yeltsin’s regime. At the time,
Moscow failed to keep up payments on its domestic bonds but managed not to
default on its overseas debt, the BBC reported. Russia has seemed on an inevitable
path to default since sanctions were first imposed by the US and
European Union following the invasion of Ukraine.

BRICS member blocked invite to development dialogue in China: Pakistan
Without naming the country, Pakistan on Monday claimed
that its invitation to a development dialogue held in China
on June 24 was blocked by a BRICS member.
In response to media queries about the “High-level Dialogue
on Global Development”, held virtually on the sidelines of
the BRICS meetings, a Foreign Office spokesperson said
that Pakistan is fully committed to taking bilateral and
multilateral cooperation to new heights, Geo News reported.
According to the spokesperson, a number of developing
and emerging economies were invited to the high-level
dialogue on global development. As the host country, China
was engaged with Pakistan prior to the BRICS meetings,
where decisions are made after consultations with all the
members, including invitations to non-members.
“Regrettably, one member blocked Pakistan from
par ticipating,” Geo News quoted the spokesperson as
saying.
According to sources, India blocked Pakistan from participating at the BRICS summit. “We hope that the organisation’s future engagement will
be based on principles of inclusivity, with the overall interests of the developing world in mind, and free of narrow geopolitical considerations,”
the spokesperson said. He said Pakistan values China’s role in advancing the interests of developing countries, adding that Islamabad, along
with Beijing, has been a strong advocate for global peace, shared prosperity, and inclusive development.

WILL HARDLINER SIMRANJIT MANN ENTER
PARLIAMENT WITH KIRPAN AGAIN?

Will President of the Shiromani Akali Dal (Amritsar) and MP-elect from
Sangrur Lok Sabha seat Simranjit Singh Mann, a proponent for a separate
Sikh homeland, be allowed to enter Parliament with his three-foot-long
kirpan (sword)?
In 1999 when the bespectacled public school-educated former IPS officer
was elected from Sangrur, he was allowed to enter the Lok Sabha by
donning the sword, his trademark.
But in 1989 when Mann, a long-time supporter of Khalistan movement
who said Sikhs are not terrorists and they are fighting for a cause, was
elected with a record margin of over four lakh votes from the Tarn Taran
Lok Sabha seat he was debarred from entering the Lok Sabha carrying
his sword and he failed to attend the House.
Mann, who built up his campaign over the recent killing of popular singer
Sidhu Moosewala, attributed his win to the youth, Khalistani militant
leader Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale, who was killed during Operation
Bluestar that was carried out by the Indian Army in June 1984 to flush out
militants hiding in the Golden Temple complex, and all ‘shaheeds’ (those
killed during militancy).
Mann, 77, dedicated his victory to late actor-turned-activist Deep Sidhu,
accused of being the key conspirator of the Red Fort violence on the
Republic Day last year, and slain singer Sidhu Moosewala, who met him
days ahead of his killing on May 29, “who gave their blood for the Sikh
community”. “This will have repercussions on India’s politics,” he added.
His close aides told IANS that among Mann’s topmost priorities would be
to secure the release of a large number of Sikh youths languishing in jails
for years. Convent educated and former Indian Police Service (IPS) officer,
Mann, who on Sunday defeated AAP candidate Gurmail Singh by 5,822
votes, has been critical of the Shiromani Akali Dal leadership for doing
nothing for those who have been languishing in jails without any trial.
He’s also strong advocate for long-pending
demands of Punjab, which include river
water sharing, handing over of Punjabi
speaking areas and the transfer of
Chandigarh. Three-time Member of
Parliament, Mann resigned from the IPS
in 1984 and from the Lok Sabha in 1990
after not being allowed to carry a sword
inside Parliament.
The bypoll for Sangrur was
necessitated following the
resignation of Bhagwant
Mann, who won the
Assembly election in
February from the Dhuri
constituency, and became
the Chief Minister.
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SHINDE'S REBELLION A WAKE-UP
CALL TO ALL DYNASTS

O P I N I O N

Disclaimer: The opinions expressed within this article are the personal
ideas of the author. The facts and conclusions appearing in the article do
not reflect the views of Y Media and Midweek Newspaper, and Y Media
does not assume any responsibility or liability for the same.

DEEPIKA BHAN

The happenings in Maharashtra have thrown up several questions.
Is it really a rebellion against a dynasty or a political tussle to get
power?
Eknath Shinde has made it a fight for "setting the par ty on the right
path", which clearly means a return to its late supremo Bal
Thackeray's core Hindutva ideology, giving up on the Maha Vikas
Agadhi (MVA) alliance and going back to the "old friend", the BJP.
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray's dwindling camp and his MVA
par tners have accused the BJP of engineering the plot.
As the political tussle rages, the country is watching the unravelling
saga, which may have a bearing upon the system of dynasts in
vogue in a number of political par ties. Whatever the result, it may
set a new course in the political setup of the country.
But the big question is: Can India shake off dynasty politics?
Some of India's most powerful political families include the
Gandhis, Tamil Nadu's Karunanidhi family, Uttar Pradesh's Yadav
family, Bihar's Lalu Prasad dynasty, Kashmir's Muftis and
Abdullahs, Punjab's Badals, Haryana's Chautalas, Hoodas, Jindals
and Bishnois, Jharkhand's Sorens and Jogis, Scindias in Madhya
Pradesh and Rajasthan, the Thackerays and Pawars in
Maharashtra, Sangmas in Meghalaya, Karnataka's Deve Gowda
and Yediyurappa families, the NTR and YSR families of Andhra ...
The list is very long.
Can these political par ties exist without the families that have been
controlling them? Can we imagine the Congress without the
Gandhis, National Conference without the Abdullahs, RJD minus
Lalu or the Samajwadi Par ty without Mulayam-Akhilesh, TRS
without the Raos, etc, etc? In fact, It may be a difficult proposition,
perhaps in most of these par ties the family without the par ty seems
to be an unacceptable concept. The par ty without the family
nameplate, or the owner family sans the par ty, both seem like
impossible ideas.
Except for the Congress, which briefly had two non-Gandhis at the
helm, the rest have not deviated from the family ownership pattern.
These par ties have seen family feuds, some breaking away and
joining rivals or forming new par ties, but the family's hold has not
been diluted. Non-family leaders keep trudging along, bowing to the
dynasty and fading away in the course of time.
Challenge to the dynasty
The sudden implosion in Maharashtra's Shiv Sena has stunned
political observers. Can an entrenched dynasty be challenged this
way? Perhaps Eknath Shinde has shown the way. A 'courageous'
move that has all the BJP's backing. Uddhav Thackeray's Man
Friday is now the rebel.

Fifty-six years after the par ty was formed, the Thackerays are on
the brink of losing their Sena.
It was on June 19, 1966, when Bal Thackeray formed the par ty that
later made Hindutva its core ideology. Ironically, it is in its founding
month that the par ty is wracked by a coup that is based on the
allegations that Bal Thackrey's son Uddhav and grandson Aaditya
deviated from the core ideology and went with those whom the
founding father had all along opposed.
With suppor t for him growing from within the par ty, Shinde wants to
name his faction as Shiv Sena Bal Thackeray.
The tussle within the par ty is heading towards a legal finish, the
result may be whatever, but Shinde has shown that dynasties can
be challenged.
Wake-up call for all dynasts
Maharashtra is a wake-up call for all those who believe that
political inheritance and dynastic rule can fetch dividends for all
time to come. Rebellions can happen and Shinde has shown the
way.
The Congress has seen the G-23 rise, even though it has failed to
produce results. On the other hand, the dissenting leaders are
slowly ebbing away. Kapil Sibal quit the Congress after he was
denied a Rajya Sabha ticket, veterans Ghulam Nabi Azad, Anand
Sharma, etc. find no major role in the par ty now.
The Congress continues to depend on Sonia Gandhi, Rahul Gandhi
and Priyanka Vadra Gandhi, even as questions are being repeatedly
raised on their ability to lead the par ty to election victories. Those
who felt 'suffocated' left the par ty and some of them are doing very
well in their new political addresses, notably Assam Chief Minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma and the Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya
Scindia. But they chose to move out rather than rebel within the
par ty.
Dynastic politics is not the hallmark of just the Gandhi family; it is
now an integral par t of politics in the country. Almost all the states

have their own share of par ties led by dynasties.
In most of the regional dynasty-led par ties, voices are raised from
time to time, but the rebels just move away to join other par ties.
The iron grip of the regional satraps on their par ties does not allow
anyone outside the family to rise.
The BJP has been raking up the 'vices' of dynasty politics and
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been consistently attacking the
Gandhis and the regional dynasties. "Democracy in the country will
be strengthened only when all political par ties shun dynasty
politics and allow the youth of the country to reach the top," Modi
said, terming dynastic politics as a challenge to democracy.
Watershed moment
Will the Shinde rebellion help rewrite Shiv Sena history? The par ty
saw its first rebellion when Chhagan Bhujbal left the Shiv Sena in
1991, upset that the leadership did not appreciate his work for the
par ty. Bal Thackeray was leading the Sena when Bhujbal broke
away with 18 MLAs to suppor t the Congress, which was then in
power in Maharashtra. But 12 of the 18 rebels returned to
Thackeray's fold on the same day.
Then in 2005, Narayan Rane left the par ty; in 2006, Uddhav
Thackeray's cousin Raj also left and formed his own political outfit,
namely, the Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS).
Shinde's rebellion, however, is totally different from the earlier
ones. After securing the suppor t of a majority of the MLAs, his sole
demand is a "return to Hindutva" and the dissolution of the MVA
combine as it is "annihilating" the par ty.
Will Shinde be able to lead his rebellion to its logical end? That's
the million-dollar question today, but his action is a warning to all
other dynasts.

CAN WE IMAGINE THE CONGRESS WITHOUT THE GANDHIS, NATIONAL CONFERENCE WITHOUT THE ABDULLAHS,
RJD MINUS LALU OR THE SAMAJWADI PARTY WITHOUT MULAYAM-AKHILESH, TRS WITHOUT THE RAOS, ETC,
ETC? IN FACT, IT MAY BE A DIFFICULT PROPOSITION, PERHAPS IN MOST OF THESE PARTIES THE FAMILY WITHOUT
THE PARTY SEEMS TO BE AN UNACCEPTABLE CONCEPT. THE PARTY WITHOUT THE FAMILY NAMEPLATE, OR THE
OWNER FAMILY SANS THE PARTY, BOTH SEEM LIKE IMPOSSIBLE IDEAS.“
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CONTD. FROM PAGE 1
Price pressures continued to be broad-based, pinching the pocketbooks
of Canadians and in some cases affecting their ability to meet day-to-
day expenses. The acceleration in May was largely due to higher
prices for gasoline, which rose 12.0% compared with April 2022 (-
0.7%). Higher prices for services, such as hotels and restaurants,
also contributed to the increase. Food prices and shelter costs
remained elevated in May as price growth was unchanged on a year-
over-year basis. On a monthly basis, the CPI rose 1.4% in May,
following a 0.6% increase in April. On a seasonally adjusted monthly
basis, the CPI was up 1.1%, the fastest pace since the introduction of
the series in 1992. Wage data from the Labour Force Survey found
that average hourly wages rose 3.9% year over year in May, meaning
that, on average, prices rose faster than wages in the previous 12
months. However, understanding the dynamics of wage changes—
and their relationship to rising consumer prices—requires a range of
indicators above and beyond average hourly wages. For more
information on a range of wage indicators, see the release
“Disaggregating wage growth: Trends and considerations.”

CANADA’S INFLATION RATE STANDS AT
7.7%, HIGHEST POINT SINCE 1983

CONTD. FROM PAGE 1
“Canadians are at an investments crossroads,” says Paul Orlander, Executive
Vice-President, Individual Customer, Canada Life. “While buying a home can
help you build equity that could be valuable to one’s long-term financial
plans, renting may provide more peace of mind around affordability, flexibility
and lower housing costs which could leave more for savings and investments
each month.”
Key highlights from the study include:
*    Almost three-quarters (73 per cent) say it’s a bad time to buy a house, with
renters citing their top three reasons for not getting into the market as high
real estate prices, lack of money for a down payment and not having enough
income to qualify for a mortgage;
*    While 79 per cent agree home ownership is a good investment, 64 per
cent say they think new homeowners won’t be able to break into the market
unless they have financial support from others, like a family member;
*    Canadians aged 25-29 are two times more likely never to purchase a
home or continue renting indefinitely compared to those aged 30-49; and
*    24 per cent of homeowners say they feel house poor today.
Disruption to retirement
When it comes to financial support to buy a first home, two-thirds (64 per
cent) of Canadians surveyed think that new homeowners will only be able to
get into the housing market with help from others.
Of those who have provided financial support towards a down payment,
almost half say their savings (43 per cent) or ability to invest (48 per cent)
have decreased, and about one-in-three will need to modify their retirement
plans (24 per cent) or postpone home renovations (32 per cent). “Home
ownership is one of the most important investments in one’s lifetime and
with the right advice and long-term planning, a plan to build home equity
should be one that is within reach for first-time homebuyers in Canada,” said
Hugh Moncrieff, Executive Vice-President, Advisory Network and Industry
Affairs, Canada Life. “Whether renting or buying, an advisor can help you plan
for whichever works best for you. They can help you build an effective
investment strategy, explain the long-term value of real estate within that
strategy, knowing your first home isn’t always your forever home.”

CANADA LIFE HOME-BUYER SURVEY REVEALS
NEARLY HALF OF CANADIAN RENTERS WILL

STAY TENANTS INDEFINITELY
JOB VACANCIES IN CANADA REACHED 1 MILLION IN APRIL
Employers in Canada were actively seeking to fill about one million
vacant positions at the beginning of April, up 44.4 per cent from the
same period of the previous year.
Statistics Canada said that there was an average of 1.1 unemployed
people for each job vacancy in April, down from 1.2 in March, and
down from 2.4 one year earlier, repor ted Xinhua news agency.
The national statistical office added that labour shor tage trends
continue in Canada with record high job vacancies in many sectors.
The number of job vacancies in the construction sector reached a
new high of 89,900 in April, up 15.4 per cent from March and up 43.3
per cent from April 2021.
Job vacancies also increased to a record high in April in professional,
scientific and technical services; transpor tation and warehousing;

finance and insurance; ar ts, enter tainment and recreation; and real
estate and rental and leasing, the office said.
In manufacturing, there were 90,400 vacant positions in April, up 7.3
per cent from March and up 30.7 per cent from April 2021.
In accommodation and food services, employers were actively
seeking to fill 153,000 vacant positions in April, little changed from
the previous month.
Meanwhile in the healthcare and social assistance sector, the number
of job vacancies decreased 15.1 per cent to 125,200 in April from its
peak of 147,500 reached in March 2022, but was 21.3 per cent higher
than in April 2021. There were 97,800 job vacancies in retail trade in
April, down 7.1 per cent from March, but 27.9 per cent higher than in
April 2021, Statistics Canada said.

CANADA TO SPEND $4.9 BILLION TO UPGRADE CONTINENTAL DEFENSE
Canada will spend $4.9 billion over six years to modernise its
continental defense as par t of its alliance with the US through the
Nor th American Aerospace Defense Command (NORAD).
Addressing repor ters at a military base on Monday, Defence Minister
Anita Anand said the upgrade is "to protect Canadians from new and
emerging threats", repor ts Xinhua news agency.
"The threat environment has changed. As our threats evolve, so must
our defensive capabilities. What we aim to do with this announcement
today is to ensure that we, across the board, are engaging in the most
significant and relevant upgrade to Canadian NORAD capabilities in
almost four decades."
As par t of the upgrade, Canada will build a new radar-warning system
to detect "who and what is entering Canadian aerospace from the
Nor th", repor ts Xinhua news agency.

Canada will also establish a "Crossbow" system across the country
to detect incoming threats, and acquire advanced air-to-air missiles
that can engage threats from shor t, medium and long ranges.
A space-based surveillance system that can detect threats from around
the world is included in the NORAD overhaul as well.
The Canadian government will spend nearly $31 billion over the next
two decades to bolster its continental and nor thern defense systems,
according to Anand.
"NORAD has continually adapted and evolved in response to new
threats. Today we turn another page and begin NORAD's next chapter,"
she added.
Founded in 1958, the NORAD is a combined organisation that conducts
aerospace warning, aerospace control and maritime warning for
Canada and the continental US.

PM TRUDEAU ANNOUNCES ADDITIONAL SANCTIONS IN SUPPORT OF UKRAINE
Canada is committed to standing in unity to suppor t the government and people of Ukraine in their fight for a peaceful, prosperous, and
democratic future. We will continue to stand shoulder-to-shoulder with Ukraine as it seeks to defend itself from Russian aggression.
The Prime Minister, Justin Trudeau, today announced that Canada will be imposing additional sanctions under the Special Economic
Measures (Russia) Regulations, Special Economic Measures (Belarus) Regulations, and the Special Economic Measures (Ukraine)
Regulations. These new actions, which build on the Government of Canada’s already extensive sanctions regime, include:
    Imposing restrictions on six individuals and 46 entities linked to the Russian defence sectors,
    Sanctioning 15 Ukrainian individuals suppor ting the Russian occupation of Ukraine, and
    Sanctioning 13 government and defence individuals and two entities in Belarus.
The Prime Minister also announced Canada’s intention to introduce sanctions against state-sponsored disinformation and propaganda
agents and entities controlled by senior Russian government officials, to counter the Kremlin’s disinformation, which it has used to
attempt to excuse its unjustifiable and unprovoked war in Ukraine
Canada will also take additional and immediate measures to ban the expor t of cer tain advanced technologies that could improve
Russia’s domestic defence manufacturing capability, including quantum computers and advanced manufacturing equipment, associated
components, materials, software, and technology. Canada has also banned the export of advanced technologies and goods that could be used in the manufacturing
of weapons to Belarus, as well as the import and export of a broad range of luxury goods between Canada and Belarus. Finally, in coordination with the United
States, United Kingdom, and Japan, the Prime Minister announced Canada’s intent to impose a ban on the import of certain gold goods from Russia, shutting the
commodity out of formal international markets and further isolating Russia from the international financial system.
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BRAMPTON SHOOTING: POLICE ARREST 2,
ISSUE WARRANT AGAINST HARNOOR

THIND, 20, FROM BRAMPTON

PEEL ANNOUNCES PERMANENT PROGRAM TO ADDRESS HUMAN SEX TRAFFICKING

Investigators from the 22 Division Criminal
Investigation Bureau have arrested two men and
issued a warrant for a third man, after a shooting in
the City of Brampton.
On Monday, June 20, 2022, just after 11:00 p.m.,
police were called to the area of Sandalwood
Parkway and Chinguacousy Road in Brampton for
reports of gun fire. Upon arrival officers located a
20-year-old male victim suffering from a gunshot wound. He was
transported to a trauma centre and is currently in stable condition. The
investigation has identified three men involved.
Alexander Maharaj, an 18-year-old man from Brampton, is charged with
the following offences:
*    Accessory After the Fact to Commit an Indictable Offence
*    Attempted Murder Using Firearm
Rithushan Kumarathasan, a 19-year-old man from Brampton, is charged
with the following offence:
*    Accessory After the Fact to Commit an Indictable Offence
A warrant is being sought for the arrest of Harnoor Thind, a 20-year-old
man from Brampton.
Harnoor Thind is encouraged to speak with legal counsel, and make
arrangements to surrender himself to police.
Anyone with information on this investigation, or information on the whereabouts
of the suspects, is asked to call investigators at the 22 Division Criminal Investigation
Bureau at 905-453–2121, extension 2233. Information may also be left anonymously
by calling Peel Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).

PEEL PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS FIRST
CASE OF MONKEYPOX

The Region of Peel became the first municipality in Ontario to ensure the
long-term sustainability of needed services and supports for those impacted
by human sex trafficking. In June 2018, Peel Regional Council endorsed ‘A
Strategy to Address Human Sex Trafficking in Peel’, a three-year pilot to
implement and operate a safe/emergency house, a transition house, and a
dedicated service hub. The pilot evaluation findings indicate that the Strategy
is successful in achieving its intended outcome to increase awareness and
coordinated access to dedicated services to victims, survivors, and those at-
risk of sex trafficking in Peel. The COVID-19 pandemic amplified the need for
service provision and housing for human sex trafficking survivors in Peel,
and the Strategy was approved as a permanent $2.1 million program.
Human sex trafficking impacts the lives of a large numbers of individuals,
primarily women, with many victims facing long-lasting effects of trauma.
The average age of victims is 12 to 24 years old, and Ontario accounts for
more than 70% of reported cases in Canada. In addition, 62% of Canadian
human trafficking cases originate in the GTA, in part due to access to major
highways and an international airport.
The Region is working with all levels of Government to combat human
trafficking in all its forms. The Region is addressing the issue through
awareness, as well as supports, operating an emergency safe house and
transitional house for victims. Peel’s strategy aligns with the Province of
Ontario’s anti-human trafficking strategy 2020-2025.
The Strategy addresses human sex trafficking through:
Prevention — To increase awareness via learning modules and training for
Regional frontline staff
Intervention — Coordinated support to bring services to victims. Core services
include trauma counselling, health care, client and system navigation, case
management and outreach. In-kind complementary services include life and
job skills, legal support and education

Exits — A dedicated safe house and transitional house for victims and survivors
The Strategy ensures that specialized supports are now available within Peel
enabling this population to access much-needed services and supports without
having to leave their community. The 2022 budget committed for the Anti-
Human Sex Trafficking Strategy is $2.1 million consisting of housing operations
(one safe/emergency house and one transitional house supported by Elizabeth
Fry) and for the integrated services hub, (supported by Catholic Family
Services of Peel-Dufferin and Our Place Peel), providing health care, trauma
counselling and employment services to victims.
The Region collaborates with peel regional Police, community partners and
many organizations across Peel and the Greater Toronto Area to address
human trafficking and reduce victimization. For more information on the Peel
Human Trafficking Service Providers Committee, the Peel Anti-Human Sex
Trafficking task force or read the Region’s full human sex trafficking strategy.
If you’re a victim or survivor of human sex trafficking or forced labour, or you
know someone who is, contact the Canadian Human Trafficking Hotline at 1-
833-900-1010.

Peel Public Health has confirmed the first case of Monkeypox in the
region. The person is an adult male in his 30’s living in Mississauga. The
risk to the public remains low.
Monkeypox virus is part of the same virus family as smallpox. Symptoms
can include fever, headache, fatigue, swollen lymph nodes and a rash/
lesions (which may appear on the face or genitals and then spread to
other areas).
If an individual has any symptoms, they should contact their healthcare
provider and avoid close contact with others until symptoms have improved
and rash/lesion(s) has healed.
Monkeypox spreads though close contact with an infected individual.
Most transmission occurs primarily through close contact with the lesions
of monkeypox. The virus can be transmitted through large droplets or by
sharing contaminated items. Common household disinfectants can kill
the monkeypox virus.
Most people recover on their own without treatment. Individuals who
have been in close contact with someone who has tested positive for
monkeypox should self-monitor for symptoms, and contact Peel Public
Health to see if they are eligible for vaccination. To reduce risk of infection,
residents are reminded to use precaution when engaging in intimate
activities with others. Vaccination is available for high-risk contacts of
cases and for those deemed at high risk of exposure to monkeypox.

C A N A D A
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CANADA DAY HOLIDAY SERVICE HOURS AT

THE REGION OF PEEL
BRAMPTON– Region of Peel offices
and non-emergency services will be
closed for the Canada Day holiday
on Friday, July 1, 2022.
The following non-emergency
services are closed and will reopen
on Monday, July 4, 2022:
Access Peel Counters (by
appointment only)
Dental Services Contact Centre
Early Years and Child Care
Services
Family Health Call Centre
Healthy Sexuality Clinic
Needle Exchange Program –
Mobile Van
Ontario Works in Peel
Peel Living Office
Vaccination Clinics
Vaccination clinics will be closed on
Friday, July 1 (Canada Day), and will

reopen on Saturday, July 2.
To book your appointment, visit
COVID-19 vaccine.
Human services
Early Years and Child Care Services
Child Care Subsidy units will be
closed on Friday, July 1 (Canada Day),
and will reopen on Monday, July 4.
Ontario Works in Peel
Ontario Works will be closed on
Friday, July 1 (Canada Day), and will
reopen on Monday, July 4.
Emergency shelter, food,
medication, or personal support
For urgent homelessness support,
including food, supplies, referrals,
and shelter, call the Street Helpline
24/7 at 1-877-848-8481. For
information on emergency shelters,
visit the emergency shelter web
page or call 905-450-1996.

Peel Living Maintenance Requests
For Peel Living maintenance
requests, contact the 24-hour request
line at 905-790-7335.
TransHelp
All trips for Friday, July 1, Saturday,
July 2, and Sunday, July 3, must be
booked by 6 p.m. on Tuesday, June
28.
On Friday, July 1 (Canada Day):
TransHelp will operate from 6 a.m.
to 1 a.m.
All subscription trips will be
cancelled, with the exception of
dialysis trips.
The TransHelp office will be closed
and unable to process applications,
payments or feedback.
If you have any questions, email
transhelp@peelregion.ca or call
905-791-1015.

HAMILTON POLICE INVESTIGATING THREE
SHOOTING INCIDENTS IN A SPAN OF 80 MINUTES

On Monday June 27, 2022, at approximately 10:30p.m., the
Hamilton Police responded to a shooting just occurred in the
area of Mohawk Rd W. and Magnolia Dr.  Police responded
to an short term rental location and can confirm that one of
the occupant negligently discharged a firearm within the
residence causing minor damage. The suspect is described
as Male white, 5’ 9”, and average build in his 30’s.  No one
sustained any injuries in relation to this incident. At
approximately 10:40p.m., the Hamilton Police responded to
a second shooting just occurred in the area of Main St E and Holton Ave S. Police can confirm a shooting
incident occurred and one person was transported to hospital for non life threatening injuries. Suspect
fled the area prior to police arrival. The suspect is described as Male black, 5’10”, short dreadlocks,
wearing blue track suit and white sneakers.
At approximately 11:50p.m., the Hamilton Police responded to a third shooting just occurred in the area
of Douglas Ave and Mars Ave.  Officer attended the location and can confirm multiple shots were fired into
a residence. No one sustained any injuries in relation to this incident. The Hamilton Police are asking
residents in the area to review their security surveillance cameras between the hours of 11:15pm to
midnight for any suspicious activity and to contact police. Detectives are also asking if you were driving
in the area and have dash camera footage that would be suitable for review please contact the investigators.
Division One Criminal Investigation Branch is in charge of the Main /Holton and Douglas/Mars Ave
shooting investigations and Division Three Criminal Investigation Branch has taken over the Mohawk/
Magnolia investigation
If you have any information that you believe could assist Police with the Division One investigations, you
are asked to contact Detective Constable Higginbottom by calling 905-546-3816, or the on duty Staff
Sergeant at 905-546-4725.
If you have any information about the Division Three investigation, you are asked to contact Detective
Constable Duxbury by calling 905-546-8964, or the on duty Staff Sergeant at 905-546-3886.
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BVD GROUP PLEDGES $10 MILLION TO OSLER FOUNDATION TO
SUPPORT HEALTH CARE IN BRAMPTON AND ETOBICOKE

C O M M U N I T Y

William Osler Health System (Osler) and William Osler Health System Foundation
(Osler Foundation) are thrilled to announce a $10 million donation from BVD Group.
As Osler continues to grow to meet the increasing demands in one of the most
diverse communities in Canada, funds will go towards the local hospital system’s
greatest equipment and redevelopment needs, and help strengthen health care in
Brampton and Etobicoke for years to come. BVD Group, which serves the North
American transportation industry, is led by CEO Bikram Dhillon and his family.
“Bikram Dhillon and his family are an inspiration to the entire community,” said
Ken Mayhew, President and CEO, William Osler Health System Foundation. “Mr.
Dhillon came to Canada 40 years ago and built BVD Group from the ground, up,
becoming a pillar in the Canadian transportation industry. Together, with his family,
they are helping to advance health care in Brampton and Etobicoke to benefit our
communities now and for future generations. We are grateful to Mr. Dhillon, the
Dhillon family, and BVD Group for their generous donation and philanthropic
leadership.”
As part of the transformation of health care in Brampton and Etobicoke, Peel
Memorial Centre for Integrated Health and Wellness (Peel Memorial) will become
Brampton’s second hospital. The new Peel Memorial will include a new multi-
storey patient tower with 250 inpatient beds and space to grow, new and enhanced
outpatient services and day programs, and the expansion of the existing Urgent
Care Centre to 24/7 operations later this year—setting the stage for a second full
Emergency Department in Brampton. The proposed expanded cancer care services
at Brampton Civic Hospital will address the growing need for cancer care in the
community and will bring radiation treatment closer to home for patients and
families in Brampton and the surrounding region. Ongoing redevelopment at
Etobicoke General Hospital will further enhance the state-of-the-art services the
hospital offers, to ensure Osler can continue to meet the evolving health care needs
of the community.
“This incredible gift from the Dhillon family and BVD Group is a game changer for
our communities,” said Dr. Frank Martino, Interim President and CEO, William
Osler Health System. “On behalf of Osler’s team of staff, physicians and volunteers
who go beyond to serve our communities, we thank Bikram Dhillon, the Dhillon
family, and BVD Group for supporting exceptional health care close to home.”
“All four of my kids and my nine grandchildren were born in Brampton and Etobicoke
hospitals,” said Bikram Dhillon, CEO, BVD Group. “This community has given so

much to my family, and this donation is the best way to give back, and touch
everyone in the community. We will all need health care and there’s no better time
to contribute—in whatever way we can—to help our hospitals. I hope others will
step forward and support our hospitals; every dollar counts to ensure that our
community has the health care it needs and deserves.”
Joining representatives from Osler, Osler Foundation and BVD Group for the
announcement were The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario and MPP,
Etobicoke North; The Honourable Sylvia Jones, Deputy Premier, Minister of Health
and MPP, Dufferin-Caledon; The Honourable Prabmeet Sarkaria, President of the
Treasury Board and MPP, Brampton South; and His Worship, Patrick Brown, Mayor
of Brampton, along with Members of Provincial Parliament for Brampton and
members of Brampton City Council and Town of Caledon Council.
“Today’s announcement shows what can happen when we all work together to
transform health care for the people of Ontario,” said Hon. Doug Ford, Premier of
Ontario and MPP for Etobicoke North. “On behalf of the Ontario Government, I
thank Mr. Bikram Dhillon, the Dhillon family, and the BVD Group for their tremendous
generosity and for supporting a future that has never been brighter for this
community.”
“As Brampton’s health care system enters a historic period of growth and expansion,
it is so encouraging to see this kind of support for our mission to build a better health
system for our city,” said Hon. Prabmeet Sarkaria, President of the Treasury Board
and MPP for Brampton South. “Thank you to Mr. Dhillon, the Dhillon family, and the
BVD Group for this remarkable example of Ontario Spirit. Our community will
benefit from your generosity for years to come.”
ABOUT WILLIAM OSLER HEALTH SYSTEM and FOUNDATION: William Osler
Health System (Osler) is a hospital system, which includes Brampton Civic Hospital,
Peel Memorial Centre for Integrated Health and Wellness, and Etobicoke General
Hospital, and serves 1.3 million residents of Brampton, Etobicoke, and surrounding
communities within the Central West region. Nationally recognized for its
commitment to patient safety, Osler is also Accredited with Exemplary Standing,
the highest rating a Canadian hospital can receive. Osler’s emergency departments
are among the busiest in Canada, and its Mental Health and Addictions program is
one of the largest in Ontario. William Osler Health System Foundation seeks to
create a healthier community through giving by inspiring its communities to invest
in exceptional health care close to home.

WILLIAM OSLER HEALTH SYSTEM AND WILLIAM OSLER HEALTH SYSTEM FOUNDATION ARE THRILLED TO ANNOUNCE A $10 MILLION DONATION
FROM BVD GROUP. ON HAND FOR THE ANNOUNCEMENT WERE (L-R) THE HON. SYLVIA JONES, DEPUTY PREMIER AND MINISTER OF HEALTH, AND
MPP, DUFFERIN-CALEDON; KEN MAYHEW, PRESIDENT & CEO, WILLIAM OSLER HEALTH SYSTEM FOUNDATION; DR. FRANK MARTINO, INTERIM
PRESIDENT & CEO, WILLIAM OSLER HEALTH SYSTEM; THE HON. DOUG FORD, PREMIER OF ONTARIO AND MPP, ETOBICOKE NORTH; BIKRAM
DHILLON, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, BVD GROUP; MRS. VARINDER DHILLON; CHANVIR DHILLON, CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER, BVD GROUP; THE
HON. PRABMEET SARKARIA, PRESIDENT OF THE TREASURY BOARD AND MPP, BRAMPTON SOUTH; PATRICK BROWN, MAYOR OF BRAMPTON.

SONIA SIDHU REFLECTS ON THE SPRING
2022 PARLIAMENTARY SESSION

At every step of the way, the federal government has been focused on
making life more affordable, creating good jobs, and building a Canada
where nobody is left behind.  That’s exactly what the government has
been delivering.
The spring parliamentary session just wrapped up, which delivered real
results to make life better for all Bramptonians.
From January to June, this government introduced 14 bills in the House of
Commons and 7 in the Senate on a range of important issues including:
fur ther strengthening gun control, making housing more affordable,
supporting seniors and persons with disabilities, and much more.
Since the House came back in January, we introduced legislation to:
*    strengthen gun control – with some of the strongest measures seen
in a generation.
*    impose a new tax on underused houses owned by non-Canadian investors.
*    put more money in the pockets of persons with disabilities; and
*    make life more affordable for seniors.
The Health Committee completed critical work studying COVID-19, Mental
Health and Addictions in Canada, as well as Labour Shortages in the
Health Care Sector. In the Status of Women Committee, studies included
Intimate Partner and Domestic Violence in Canada, Bill C-233, measures
to address violence against intimate par tners, as well as Resource
Development and Violence Against Indigenous Women and Girls.
As your voice on committee, MP Sidhu has brought local experts to both
committees to share their exper tise as it relates to situations on the
ground in Brampton.
Very soon, the national framework for diabetes will be tabled, following
the passage of Bill C-237 last June. As your MP, MP Sidhu will continue to
work with the government to advance issues of Canadians and
Bramptonians living with Diabetes.
When the House of Commons is back in the fall, MP Sidhu will keep
working hard to make life better for all residents in Brampton South.

PEEL REGIONAL PARAMEDIC SERVICES
LAUNCHES VOLUNTEER COMMUNITY

RESPONDER PILOT PROJECT
To increase access to life-saving AEDs (automated external defibrillators),
Peel Regional Paramedic Services has launched a 5-year pilot project,
in partnership with Sunnybrook Hospital, which sends citizens to help
cardiac arrest patients in the minutes before paramedics arrive.
The Volunteer Community Responder pilot project uses a mobile app. to
alert volunteers when a cardiac arrest is taking place nearby. If a volunteer
is free to help, they may be able to start chest compressions or use an AED in
the crucial minutes before paramedics arrive. All volunteers are trained in CPR and
AED-use. Some are provided with an AED. All volunteers carry ID.  “We want
residents to know that if they call 911 for a life-threatening emergency, the first
person to show up may actually be their neighbour or someone passing by,” says
Paramedic Chief Peter Dundas. “By connecting people willing to help with people
who need help, we’re interested to see if we can make Peel a safer and healthier
place to live.”  When someone in cardiac arrest gets early CPR and defibrillation,
their chance of survival can increase by up to 70%. Peel Regional Paramedic
Services is looking for more people to join the 78 volunteers participating in
the pilot project. Anyone 18 years and older who is  currently certified in
First Aid and CPR can apply by visiting https://www.peelregion.ca/health/
volunteer/how-volunteers-help.asp#vprps.
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CONTD. FROM PAGE 1
Anti-Gangster Task Force chief Pramod Ban told the media here that 13
people have been arrested so far in the case with the first arrest on May
30, a day after the murder that was in retaliation of youth Akali leader
Middukhera’s murder.
Canada-based Goldy Brar, who is a member of Bishnoi gang, had claimed
the responsibility of the murder.
Ban said the shooters reached Mansa on May 25, the scene of crime
close to Moosa village. “Some of the weapons were provided to them on
reaching Punjab.”
AK series assault rifles were used in the killing, he said.
“Today we have arrested Baldev, a.k.a. Nikku, who accompanied Kekda
(Sandeep Singh) in conducting recce for the crime. So far, 13 people have
been arrested,” Ban said.
Nikku along with Kekda conducted recce of the area, followed Moosewala
and gave signal to the waiting shooters, besides calling Goldy Brar and
Sachin Bishnoi to give them real-time updates about the movements of
the slain singer.
He said Bishnoi, who was brought to Punjab by the state police from
Delhi last week for questioning, during interrogation has revealed that the
planning for the murder started last year.
“He has confessed to hatching the conspiracy with Brar, Sachin Bishnoi
(Thapan) and his younger brother Anmol. At least three recce were done
prior to the murder. In January, another group of shooters had visited the
Moosewala’s place.”
He said the motive behind the killing, as admitted by Bishnoi, was to avenge
Middukhera’s murder. “As per our investigation, Moosewala’s hand in Middukhera’s
killing was not established. There was an assumption by the Lawrence gang about
the role of Moosewala in his killing.” Additional Director General of Punjab Ban said
the police have got details of associates, weapons suppliers, financers and others
helping the gang in various activities. “Different district police have arrested 19
persons, who are linked with this gang.”
He said Bishnoi, in a well hatched out conspiracy, to protect his brother Anmol and
his close associate Sachin Thapan and himself had created a perfect alibi so that
he and his associates are not linked to the crime and absolved them of their
involvement in the murder.
“To execute this plan, he procured passports for his brother Anmol Bishnoi and
Sachn Thapan on fake particulars that were issued by the Regional Passport
Office (RPO), Delhi, and made them flee the country before the execution of this
murder,” the ADGP said.
He settled them abroad from where they could coordinate, facilitate and successfully
execute this crime without being noticed or held culpable. Anmol Bishnoi has a
criminal past with 18 criminal cases registered against him. Lastly he was in
Jodhpur jail from where he was released on bail on October 7, 2021. He had got his
passport issued under fake particulars.
Similarly, Sachin Thapan, a close associate of Lawrence Bishnoi, and having a
criminal past with 12 criminal cases, also managed to get a passport issued by the
RPO Delhi under the fake particulars.
Based on disclosures made by Bishnoi during the interrogation, a separate
case dated June 20 was registered against Bishnoi and his associates.
“A deeper probe shall be conducted to unearth the modus operandi and
the role of the officials in this nexus in which the persons with criminal
background manage to procure passports on fake particulars from the
RPO Delhi and flee the country,” said ADGP Ban, adding “We have started
proceedings for their extradition.”

MOOSEWALA’S KILLING HATCHED TO AVENGE
MURDER OF MIDDUKHERA: PUNJAB ADGP

PUNJAB TO BRING IN LAW AND

ORDER REFORMS: BHAGWANT MANN

Reiterating commitment of the government to eliminate gangsters
from Punjab, Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann on Saturday announced
to introduce comprehensive law and order reforms.
Winding up the discussion on Governor’s address in the Vidhan Sabha
(Legislative Assembly), the Chief Minister said the government is
duty bound to curb gangster activities. He said the need of the hour is
to bring comprehensive law and order reforms. Mann said the
government will soon introduce witness protection Bill and modify
jails of the state into high-security jails. The Chief Minister said the
government has already set up the Anti-Gangster Task Force headed
by an ADGP-rank officer. He said the task force has been directed to
adopt zero tolerance towards gangsters and work without any fear

AKHILESH IN EYE OF AZAMGARH, RAMPUR STORM AS SP
LEADERS, ALLY FLAG NO-SHOW

Days after the Samajwadi Par ty (SP) lost its strongholds
of Azamgarh and Rampur to the ruling Bharatiya Janata
Par ty (BJP) in the UP Lok Sabha bypolls, the leadership of
the principal Opposition, especially par ty president
Akhilesh Yadav, has come in for sharp criticism from within
and outside the par ty. Among the principal reasons listed
by local SP leaders as well as the par ty’s main ally
Suheldev Bharat iya Samaj Par ty (SBSP) for these
humil iat ing losses are included Akhi lesh’s curious
decision to stay away from the campaigning in these
constituencies besides his bid not to put any aggressive
effor ts to retain the crucial seats. While Azamgarh seat
was vacated by Akhilesh himself, Rampur was vacated by senior par ty leader Azam Khan days
after they were elected in the UP Assembly polls in March. The SP leadership has sought a repor t
from the par ty’s Azamgarh district president Hawaldar Yadav, asking him to give an assessment of
the poll outcome. It has however not sought any such repor t from his Rampur counterpar t Virendra
Goyal who, when contacted, said there was no need to prepare a repor t as “they all know the
reasons behind losing the seat”. Referring to the BSP chief Mayawati, a senior BSP leader said
although she did not go to Azamgarh for campaigning for her candidate there (BSP did not field any
candidate in Rampur), she addressed a press conference a couple of days before the June 23
polling, appealing to voters, especially Dalits and Muslims, to suppor t her par ty candidate. The BJP
contested the bypoll with full force and strength as they would contest any general elections. Over
two dozen ministers were given the task to hold meetings in areas belonging to their castes and
communities even as Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath himself led from the front, campaigning and
addressing public meetings in both the constituencies.

MAJORITY OF INDIANS BELIEVE OPPOSITION LACKS
UNITY IN PRESIDENTIAL POLL: C-VOTER SURVEY

Both NDA and the opposition camp declared names of their candidates
for the upcoming presidential elections on Tuesday.
While NDA named former Jharkhand Governor Droupadi Murmu as
its presidential candidate, a group of opposition par ties declared
Trinamool Congress leader and former Union Minister in the Atal Bihari
Vajpayee-led NDA government Yashwant Sinha as their common
candidate for the upcoming presidential polls.
Sinha’s name was finalised by political par ties from the opposition
camp after former West Bengal Governor Gopalkrishna Gandhi,
Nationalist Congress Par ty chief Sharad Pawar and former Jammu
and Kashmir Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah opted out of the race to

be the next President of India. Sinha’s name was declared at the
meeting of opposition leader convened by NCP chief Sharad Pawar in
New Delhi. The meeting of the opposition camp to discuss the
presidential candidate was attended by the Congress par ty, NCP,
Trinamool Congress, CPI,  CPI-M, Samajwadi Par ty, Nat ional
Conference, AIMIM, RJD and AIUDF. Fissures in the opposition camp
to put up a strong fight against the BJP-led NDA candidate came to the
fore as several regional par ties — TRS, BJD, AAP, SAD and YSRCP
stayed away from the meeting. Earlier, these regional par ties did not
attend the meeting of opposition par ties convened by West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee on June 15.

and prejudice, adding the force is being equipped with advance
facilities and resources for this purpose.
Mann said the Special Task Force (STF) in coordination with district
police, intelligence wing and Central agencies is launching need-
based operations to check cross-border smuggling of narcotics and
weapons. The Chief Minister said the corruption-free governance is
at the core of the ethos of the government, which has been duly proved
in its actions in the last 100 days. He said an anti-corruption helpline
was launched within the first few
days of forming the government
and in just a shor t period of
t ime ,  29  cases  have  been
registered and 47 arrests have
been  made .  Mann sa id  the
government  has  exh ib i t ed  a
zero-tolerance pol icy against
corruption by initiating an action
aga ins t  i t s  own Cab ine t
min is te r.  “The  wa l l s  o f  th is
House  have  seen  so  many
governments but none of them
has initiated action against corruption
to this extent in the past,” he added. On
education, the Chief Minister announced
to introduce multi-pronged
improvements, adding government
schools will be transformed into
‘Schools of Eminence’. To ensure
that students get qual i ty and
affordable educat ion, the
government is committed not only
to bui lding the state-of -ar t
government schools, but also to
regulate the fees of pr ivate
schools by not allowing them to
enhance their fees arbitrarily from
this year.
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US PRESIDENT BIDEN APPOINTS INDIAN-

AMERICAN SCIENTIST TO CABINET

US FACES NEW PROTESTS ON ABORTION LAWS
AFTER GUN LAW ENGAGES LESS ATTENTION

CONTD. FROM PAGE 1
She will also become the President’s chief advisor for science and
technology and a co-chair of the President’s Council of Advisors on Science
and Technology.
The White House credited Prabhakar with a role long before the pandemic
in paving the way for Covid vaccines that use mRNA technology. It said
that “the development of a rapid-response mRNA vaccine platform” under
Prabhakar’s leadership while she was the director of the Defense
Advanced Research Projects Agency, (DARPA) from 2012 to 2017 made
“possible the fastest safe and effective vaccine development in world
history in response to Covid-19”.
Biden called her “a brilliant and highly-respected engineer and applied
physicist” and said she would lead the OSTP “to leverage science,
technology, and innovation to expand our possibilities, solve our toughest
challenges, and make the impossible possible”.
If she is confirmed to the post by the Senate, as required for all senior
appointments, Prabhakar will be the third Indian-American ever to serve
in a US cabinet. The first was Nikki Haley who was appointed by former
President Donald Trump in 2017 as the Permanent Representative to the
UN with cabinet rank. Prabhakar’s nomination was welcomed by the
Indian and Asian communities. Neil Makhija, executive director of the
Indian American Impact which promotes community members aspiring
to public offices, said the group was “thrilled” by her nomination.
“We applaud the president for his historic decision, which uplifts not only
the exceptionally qualified Dr Prabhakar, but all South Asians and Asian
Americans who aspire to reach new heights and become leaders within
public service and the scientific community.”

US SUPREME COURT OVERTURNS FUNDAMENTAL RIGHT TO ABORTION
CONTD. FROM PAGE 1
About 17 states do not have any explicit laws either upholding abor tion rights or prohibiting abor tion,
according to one study and nearly half of all 50 states are expected to make abor tion difficult or
impossible. Women from states with a ban or restrictions will be free, however, to travel to other
states for the procedure.
“Roe was egregiously wrong from the star t. Its reasoning was exceptionally weak, and the decision
has had damaging consequences. And far from bringing about a national settlement of the abor tion
issue, Roe and Casey (a 1992 case in which the 1973 Roe v. Wade ruling was upheld) have enflamed
debate and deepened division,” Justice Samuel A. Alito wrote for the majority opinion. “It is time to
heed the Constitution and return the issue of abor tion to the people’s elected representatives.”
The order as delivered was very similar to a leaked copy of Justice Alito’s opinion in May and was
widely anticipated of the overwhelmingly conservative non-justice bench with the addition of three
conservative justices — Neil Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh and Amy Coney Barrett. Justices Alito and
Clarence Thomas and Chief Justice John Rober ts are the other three conservatives. The three liberal
justices are Stephen Breyer, Sonia Sotomayor and Elena Kagan.
“This fall, Roe is on the ballot,” President Joe Biden said in remarks from the White House, declaring
the restoration of abor tion rights as an election issue for Democrats, star ting with the mid-term
elections in November.
Codifying the abor tion rights through a legislation by congress, he added, is the only option now and
that is only possible with more Democrats in both chambers. For the moment, he vowed that women
travelling from states that don’t allow abor tion to states that do will get the full protection of his
administration. Nancy Pelosi, the Democratic Speaker of the House of Representatives, slammed the
cour t order. “Today, the Republican-controlled Supreme Cour t has achieved the GOP’s dark and
extreme goal of ripping away women’s right to make their own reproductive health decisions. Because
of Donald Trump, Mitch McConnell (top Republican senator), the Republican Par ty and their
supermajority on the Supreme Cour t, American women today have less freedom than their mothers,”
she said, adding: “This cruel ruling is outrageous and hear t-wrenching. But make no mistake: the
rights of women and all Americans are on the ballot this November.” The cour t issued the order in
connection with a Mississippi law that prohibits abor tion after 15 weeks of conception. The law had
not been implemented because it was ruled violative of the Supreme Cour t’s order in the Roe v. Wade
in 1973, that made abor tion a constitutional right. Chief Justice joined his other conservative colleagues
to uphold the Mississippi law — Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health — 6-3; but he joined the liberal to
oppose his conservative colleagues’ decision to over turn the Roe v. Wade order in a 5-4 order.
Abor tion has been a politically emotive issues, specially with Republican who have had it as a key
election plank for decades. The American public, however, stands largely suppor tive of abor tion
rights — 61 per cent favour abor tion in all or most cases while 37 per cent want it be made illegal in
all or most cases, according to Pew Research Center.

MAHARASHTRA: AMID PROPHECIES OF
END-GAME FOR SENA, MVA STANDS UNITED
As the Shiv Sena grappled with a potentially “life-threatening” rebellion
in its ranks for the third day on Thursday, its Maha Vikas Aghadi allies
– the Nationalist Congress Par ty and the Congress – threw their full
weight behind embattled Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray. Late on
Wednesday, Thackeray offered to quit as CM and as Sena President,
and on Thursday, par ty MP and chief spokesperson Sanjay Raut even said
the party is ready to “leave the MVA”, with a rider that “all rebels must reach
Mumbai in 24 hours and put their viewpoint before the leadership”. “We are ready
to walk out of the MVA, provided the rebels return to Mumbai within 24 hours and
hold discussions with the Shiv Sena,” Raut said, throwing yet another challenge to
the group of rebels led by Minister Eknath Shinde. He called upon the rebels to
stop communicating on social media or phone messages or letters or statements
sitting in Assam, and like “true Shiv Sainiks” show the guts to come to Mumbai.

Americans are up in arms again, this time, on the Supreme Court 6-3
verdict on the Roe Vs Wade case that takes away a woman’s legal right
to abortion generally borne out of a decision to terminate pregnancy on
grounds of rape, incest or deformities of the embryo in the womb.
President Joe Biden on Friday took strong exception to the court’s ruling
to rescind federal abortion rights, while appealing to people, especially
women, to remain calm as several of them have gone on nationwide
protests against the apex court’s ruling.
Biden blamed the three justices appointed by former President Donald
Trump. In the US, unlike India where supreme court judges have a fixed
tenure, SC judges are appointed for a life term.
Trump took the SC verdict as a personal triumph for appointing the judges
who gave the verdict.
President Joe Biden said on Friday that the Supreme Court’s decision to
overturn Roe v. Wade puts American women in danger, calling it a “sad
day” for the judicial body and the country. “Now with Roe gone, let’s be

very clear. The health and life of women in this nation are now at risk,”
Biden said in a Friday afternoon speech at the White House.
Biden said the landmark 1973 abortion rights case had not only protected
a woman’s right to make personal decisions in consultation with her
doctor, it reaffirmed women’s equality and reinforced privacy rights.
Biden, who served as a former Senate Judiciary Committee chairman,
said he had studied the case carefully and believes it was decided
correctly by the Supreme Court nearly 50 years ago. Roe was the
supreme court judge in 1973 who upheld the woman’s right to abortion
as a legal one that found resounding echo in state laws that made abortion
rights legal. For decades, the conservative rights including Catholics, have
been fighting Roe on grounds that it was murder but met with strong
opposition from women’s abor tion rights activists. Biden said that
three justices appointed by his predecessor, former President Donald
Trump, were responsible for the decision that leaves it to the states to
determine their own abortion laws.

Ukraine President Zelenskyy Hails Eu Decision To Grant Ukraine Candidate Status
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has hailed the European Union’s
(EU) decision to grant his country candidate status for accession to the
27-member bloc, saying it was “historic moment” in bilateral ties. During
a two-day summit in Brussels, the European Council on Thursday accepted
Ukraine and Moldova as candidates for membership of the bloc.
Just four days after Russia launched its invasion of Kiev on February 24,

Zelensky had signed an official appeal to the EU asking for the accession
of Ukraine via a new special procedure. Taking to social media on
Thursday night, Zelensky wrote: “One of the most important decisions
for Ukraine in all 30 years of independence of our state. However, this
decision is not only for Ukraine. This is the biggest step on strengthening
Europe that could be taken right now, right in our time, and exactly in such

conditions when the Russian war
tests our ability to preserve
freedom and unity. “Thanks to the
summit of all European leaders.
Thank you to our heroes, each and
everyone who with weapons in
their hands defends Ukraine’s
independence and the freedom of
Europe… Thank you for making a
new history of Europe possible,
even stronger, even freer.” In a
tweet, Zelensky thanked the
President of the European Council
Charles Michel and the President of the
European Commission Ursula von der
Leyen, adding that it was “a unique and
historical moment” in Ukraine-EU ties.
“Ukraine’s future is within the EU.”

G7 NATIONS REACH DEAL ON RUSSIAN OIL PRICE CAP

The Group of Seven (G7) leading Western economies reached an
agreement on Tuesday to set a price cap on Russian oil expor ts,
Politico repor ted, citing unnamed officials.
The details of the agreement have not been revealed. However,
according to repor ts, the US suggested lifting sanctions on insurance
for ships that transpor t Russian oil only if countries agreed to buy it at
a settled maximum price, thus enforcing a price cap, RT repor ted.
G7 member states also rejected the idea of a worldwide price cap on
oil prices, proposed by French President Emmanuel Macron on
Monday. The proposal was repor tedly waived by the US and Germany,
and France had agreed to withdraw it. The agreement comes as
Western countries are trying to deal with rising energy prices and
inflation as a result of their sanctions and embargoes on Russian oil.
While the restrictions are aimed at depleting the “Russian war chest”
allegedly used to fund the ongoing military operation in Ukraine,
Moscow has been earning more money from its energy expor ts than
prior to the sanctions due to higher prices, RT repor ted.
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TO WATCH ALL THE LATEST GOSSIP IN ENTERTAINMENT,WATCH CHANNEL Y ROGERS 857, BELLFIBE 828, TELUS 2418

JACQUELINE FERNANDEZ APPEARS
BEFORE ED FOR QUESTIONING IN

'CONMAN' CASE

SAMANTHA RUTH PRABHU IS ALL
HEART AS SALMAN KHAN SAYS

‘OO ANTAVA’ INSPIRED HIM

 ANIL KAPOOR CONFIRMS NO ENTRY 2 WITH
SALMAN KHAN, SAYS 'ANEES AND SALMAN

WILL DECIDE ON TIMELINE...'

 ACTOR JACQUELINE FERNANDEZ HAS BEEN
QUESTIONED TWO-THREE TIMES BY THE AGENCY IN A

MONEY LAUNDERING CASE LINKED TO ALLEGED
CONMAN SUKESH CHANDRASHEKHAR

SALMAN KHAN PICKED 'OO ANTAVA'
SONG AT THE GREEN CARPET OF IIFA

AWARDS 2022 RECENTLY. THE DANCE
NUMBER FROM PUSHPA: THE RISE,

FEATURES SAMANTHA RUTH PRABHU.

SONAKSHI SINHA MAKES GLAM QUOTIENT IN
PINK SKIRT SET AND EMBELLISHED JACKET,

SEE THE DIVA'S HOTTEST ETHNIC WEAR LOOKS

15

ALIA BHATT, RANBIR KAPOOR ANNOUNCE
PREGNANCY, SHARE PHOTO FROM THE

HOSPITAL: ‘BABY COMING SOON’

SANJAY DUTT'S DAUGHTER FROM FIRST
MARRIAGE TRISHALA DUTTA SURPRISED
FANS WITH HER LATEST PHOTOS WHERE
SHE FLAUNTS A TONED BODY.

TRISHALA DUTT WOWS FANS
WITH HER BODY

TRANSFORMATION PHOTOS

1516

ALL EYES ON BUMRAH AS HE LEADS INDIA AGAINST ENGLAND IN 5TH TEST

Actors Alia Bhatt and Ranbir Kapoor have made a surprising
announcement. Alia took to Instagram and shared a photo with Ranbir
Kapoor in the hospital, confirming that the couple is expecting their first
child soon. Her second photo featured two lions and a lion cub. Fans
flooded the photos with hearts, and congratulations including Ranbir’s
sister Riddhima Kapoor, Brahmastra co-star Mouni Roy and Rakul Preet.
Riddhima shared on Instagram, “My babies are having a baby…” Ranbir and Alia
got married in April after being in a relationship for over four years. The couple tied
the knot in a private and intimate wedding ceremony at Ranbir’s house in Mumbai.
Recently, Ranbir spoke about his marriage with Alia and said, ” It is a very big year
for me, a great year for me, I got married. It is a beautiful thing that has happened in
my life. I used to say, in my films, that shaadi (marriage) is dal chawal.”
Referring to his dialogue from Yeh Jawani Hai Deewani, he said,  “Shaadi
is daal chawal for pachaas saal till you die. Arey life mein thoda bahut
keema pav, tangdi kebab, hakka noodles bhi hona chahiye na (Can’t have
boring dal-rice for 50 years, you need other flavours too)!” He added, “But boss,
after my experiences in life, I can say dal-chawal is the best. My life with Alia is
best. My life has dal chawal with tadka, pickle and onions, it has everything.
So, I couldn’t have asked for a better life partner,” he added.

DILJIT DOSANJH SHARES STAGE WITH
HIS YOUNG FANS, JORDAN & RAYAAN
(SONS OF BOBBY SAHNI, CO-FOUNDER
ETHNICITY MATTERS) IN HIS MUSICAL
CONCERT IN TORONTO.

DILJIT DOSANJH
SHARES THE STAGE

WITH HIS YOUNG
FANS DURING HIS

MUSICAL TOUR

Salman Khan’s fans have been super excited ever since the news of No
Entry sequel started doing the rounds. And now, Anil Kapoor, who was
one of the key cast members in the 2005 original film, has confirmed that
the sequel is indeed happening. Anil, who is currently basking in the
success of his recently released film Jugjugg Jeeyo which also stars
Varun Dhawan, Kiara Advani, and Neetu Kapoor, said that No Entry 2 is in
the making. “People are looking forward to No Entry 2. It will be fantastic
and I am looking forward to get back to the franchise. Anees (Bazmee,
director) and Salman will decide on the timeline of shoot soon," Anil told
Pinkvilla.com. Meanwhile, a recent Bollywoodlife report suggested that
Salman’s No Entry 2 is going to have South Indian actresses in pivotal
roles. As per the report by the entertainment portal, after completion of
Tiger 3, Salman Khan will shoot for No Entry 2.

I DETAILS ON PAGE 25
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SAMANTHA RUTH PRABHU IS ALL HEART AS
SALMAN KHAN SAYS ‘OO ANTAVA’ INSPIRED HIM

SHAH RUKH KHAN, SHEHNAAZ GILL
SET THE STAGE ON FIRE AT UMANG

2022: ‘THANK YOU, IF YOU DON’T LIKE
MY PERFORMANCE…’

Actor Shah Rukh Khan treated his fans to an electric stage
performance at Mumbai Police’s s annual cultural extravaganza,
Umang. The actor who had been away from the limelight for
several months, returned with a bang, and has announced three
films and gave his first stage performance after a long time. He
wore a black suit and shades and danced to his songs, including
I am The Best from Phir Bhi Dil Hai Hindustani. He was also
seen on the stage with Raveena Tandon, Javed Akhtar and Farhan
Akhtar. The event was held at BKC, Mumbai and several other
Bollywood and television celebri t ies attended the show.
Shehnaaz Gill danced to The Punjaabban Song with Anil Kapoor
at the event. Before Shehnaaz performed, she said, “This is my
first per formance. If you like it, thank you. If you don’t, still
thank you.” She also danced to Chikni Chameli.

SHER BAGGA WAS WRITTEN FOR
AYUSHMANN KHURRANA, BUT AMMY

VIRK-SONAM BAJWA JODI DID
COMPLETE JUSTICE TO THE FILM

Samantha Ruth Prabhu, who dis-
played her sultry side in “Oo
Antava” song, has found a new
fan in Salman Khan. At the re-
cent ly held I IFA Awards, the
Bollywood superstar picked her
dance number from last year’s
blockbuster Pushpa: The Rise.
IIFA Awards 2022 were telecast
on Colors on Saturday. Soon af-
ter, fans star ted sharing a video
on social media, where Salman
is being asked to choose one song
that inspired him, at the event’s
green carpet. Salman was quick
to croon “Oo Antava”. The viral
v ideo was retweeted by
Samantha Ruth Prabhu too, along
with several heart emojis. Salman
isn’t the first celebrity to be highly
impressed by the Telugu star’s
dance moves in the number. Earlier,
film stars like Madhuri Dixit, Ranveer
Singh, Ayesha Singh, Rashami
Desai, Umar Riaz , Mr Faisu, Giorgia
Andriani, Urfi Javed and Neha Kakkar
posted their own version of the
song on social media.

KAREENA KAPOOR ATTENDS ROLLING STONES’ LONDON CONCERT
WITH HUSBAND SAIF ALI KHAN, SON TAIMUR

Saif Ali Khan, Kareena Kapoor
Khan and their elder son Taimur
Ali Khan recently had a blast at a
Rolling Stones concer t in London.
The trio was dressed in identical
outfits — a black Rolling Stones
t-shir t and denims — as they
bobbed their heads to the beloved
band’s music. A new video from
their fun time at the event is be-
ing circulated on the internet,
which shows the trio swaying to
the rock music even as the two
adults chat. Earlier, Kareena had
taken to Instagram to share a
story about their special outing as
they got ready and posed for the
camera before heading out for the
function. She had shared a snap
of herself, Saif and Taimur on a
staircase as they got ready to
leave for the concer t. The actor
had captioned the said photo,
“Rolling Stones baby.” On the
work front,  Kareena recent ly
wrapped Sujoy Ghosh’s thriller
Devotion of Suspect X, which also
stars Vijay Varma and Jaideep
Ahlawat in pivotal  roles. The
movie is being adapted for the
screen from the book of the same
name by Japanese author Keigo
Higashino. It has been in the
works for quite some time now.
Kareena had earl ier shared a
statement on the movie, stating
that the film has all the per fect
ingredients, which will keep the
audience hooked to the screens
until the very end. “It’s the begin-

ning of an electrifying journey and
I  can ’ t  wa i t  fo r  aud iences
worldwide to see th is g lobal
bes tse l l e r  come to  l i f e . ”  A t
present, she is looking forward

to the release of Aamir Khan-
star rer  Laa l  S ingh Chaddha,
which is an off icial  Hindi re-
make of Tom Hanks’ acclaimed
feature Forrest Gump.

BTS’ V hugs Eddie Redmayne before Celine Men’s Show in
Paris, vocalist blows kisses to screaming ARMY

BTS’ V has been taking
France by storm with his
swag and fashion sense.
The vocalist, along with
Blackpink’s Lisa and
South Korean star Park
Bo-gum are in Paris for
the Celine fashion show and have been serving up some glam for
their fans everyday. Recently, V (born Kim Taehyung) met up with
Eddie Redmayne in Paris. The two stars exchanged a hug, and
photos went viral online. At Hedi Slimane’s show, V wore a leather
jacket and leather pants set, with a shir t adorned with sequins.
Lisa was clad in a backless top and shor ts set and Park Bo-gum
went all black with his outfit. The trio greeted ARMY and Blinks
outside the venue, and V blew a kiss to his fans too.

After making waves with Puaada, Pollywood’s popular jodi,
Sonam Bajwa and Ammy Virk, is back with the film, Sher Bagga,
which released this Friday in theatres. Only now their reel chem-
istry goes a step fur ther as they learn to become parents. Ask
Sonam and Ammy to pick other actors for each other who would
complement them on screen, and they both do not have a clear
answer. While Sonam calls their jodi the best in Pollywood,
Ammy compliments the actress’ screen presence and calls
her a suitable pick for every good actor in the industry. Director
Jagdeep Sidhu has done multiple projects with Ammy and
Sonam and is now excited to take Punjabi cinema to new
heights. He adds, “Most Punjabi films have more or less
similar stories and so I wanted to make a film with a mod-
ern outlook, which is in sync with the times we live in. The
script was writ ten for a Hindi f i lm keeping Ayushmann
Khurrana in mind back in 2015-16. But we were stuck in
London because of Covid where Sonam was shooting for Jind
Mahi opposite Ajay Sarkaria. We had the camera, shooting
gears and limited crew, so we thought of working in this script
in London instead of sitting idle.” About handling an infant on
the sets, Ammy says, “We all have held babies of our cousins,
extended family members or friends.

KATRINA KAIF, ISHAAN KHATTER AND
SIDDHANT CHATURVEDI STARRER PHONE

BHOOT IS A ‘BHAYANAK COMEDY’
Katrina Kaif, Ishaan Khatter and Siddhant Chaturvedi starrer
Phone Bhoot is among the horror comedies fans are waiting for.
Much to their happiness, its makers on Monday revealed a logo
of the movie ahead of its release date announcement on Tuesday.
Producer Farhan Akhtar shared a video on social media with the
caption, “Ek Bhayanak comedy incoming.” Though the clip plays
out with funny music, for a fraction of second, it reveals the
scary face of a woman in white. It’s logo is a hilarious animated
ghost, hinting at the vibe of the movie. Directed by Gurmmeet
Singh, it has been written by Ravi Shankaran and Jasvinder
Singh Bath, and bankrolled by Ritesh Sidhwani and Farhan
Akhtar’s Excel Enter tainment. It brings actors Katrina Kaif, Ishaan
Khatter and Siddhant Chaturvedi onscreen for the first time. The
three actors have earlier shared some BTS stuff and photoshoot
clicks to keep the buzz around the movie alive.

ALIA BHATT PREGNANT: 'RANBIR KAPOOR ALWAYS WANTED
TO START HIS FAMILY IMMEDIATELY AFTER MARRIAGE'

Bollywood actress Alia Bhatt on Monday announced that she and her
actor-husband Ranbir Kapoor are expecting their first child together.
The news comes nearly three months after Alia, 29, and Ranbir, 39,
tied the knot in an intimate wedding ceremony in Mumbai.
Alia took to Instagram to share the news as she posted a picture from
an ultrasound session at a hospital with Ranbir. “Our baby… coming
soon," the actress captioned the photo. Soon after her announcement,
many speculated if Alia was pregnant before her wedding. Some of
the comments on her post read: “Isn’t it too early?"; “too soon"; “that
was quick". A section of the internet also wondered if it was a public-
ity gimmick for their upcoming movie Brahmastra.
However, an industry insider, who is close to both Ranbir Kapoor and
Alia Bhatt, has revealed that this is something the couple had planned
and prepared for.

“Ranbir and Alia had decided to get married almost three years ago.
However, their wedding plans had to be pushed twice in the past.
They had already waited enough to become one," the source told
BollywoodLife.com. Their plans had to be pushed once due to the
pandemic and the second time due to Ranbir’s father, Rishi Kapoor’s
deteriorating health due to cancer and eventual death.
The source fur ther informed, “Ranbir always wanted to get married
and star t his family immediately. Therefore this doesn’t come as a
surprise. They had planned it like this and also their upcoming projects
to ensure that Alia’s work commitments do not take a hit due to her
pregnancy." Interestingly, Ranbir and Alia’s pregnancy is very similar
to Rishi Kapoor and Neetu Kapoor’s first pregnancy. Rishi and Neetu
got married in January 1980 and their first child Riddhima Kapoor
Sahni was born in September 1980.

B O L LY W O O D
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SIDHU MOOSEWALA'S NAME ADDED TO
HOLLYWOOD WALK OF FAME? THE TRUTH

BEHIND THE VIRAL PICTURES

SHAMSHERA ACTOR RANBIR KAPOOR ON HIS ACTING PROCESS: ‘IT
HAS REALLY HELPED ME IN FLOURISHING, DOING BETTER’

From Rockstar to Sanju, Ranbir
Kapoor has lef t  his audience
amazed with his per formances.
The actor has build an reputation
of being a director’s actor, who
has the capability to pull off per-
formance-oriented roles. When
asked how is he able to match up
to director’s imagination, Ranbir
Kapoor opened up on his process
as an actor and how for him it is
impor tant to fall in love with the
script as well as the director. “My

process as an actor from the very
beginning has been that apar t
from the script, I have to fall in
love with the director and the di-
rector has to fall in love with me.
It has really helped me in flour-
ishing and doing better at my job.
With this process, sometimes you
get lucky or sometimes you get
very unlucky. But maybe I have
also done lesser work and also
worked with people repeatedly
just because I have gelled with

the human being, the director,
which has become a marriage of
sor ts while creating the film,” he
told YouTube Awez Darbar during
Shamshera’s promotions.
Shamshera, starring Ranbir in the
lead role, is directed by Karan
Malhotra. During the film’s trailer
launch, Ranbir said it would have
been difficult for him to pull off
Shamshera without Karan’s di-
rection and confidence. “It was
very hard for me (to do this film).

Karan (Malhotra, director) held
my hand. One thing I lack as an
actor is angst. I am not an angry
person. I am a fun loving, happy and
detached guy. Karan was like, ‘How do
I extract the emotion of anger for the
character?’ He started going deeper into
my personal life. He wanted to tap into
that side of me. So, it’s a partnership. I
got a great creative partner in Karan. It
was a very hard role and there were
many days when I was like ‘I can’t do
this,'” Ranbir recalled.

JACQUELINE FERNANDEZ APPEARS BEFORE
ED FOR QUESTIONING IN 'CONMAN' CASE

Actor Jacqueline Fernandez on Monday appeared before the Enforcement
Directorate (ED) for a fresh round of questioning and recording her statement
in a money laundering case linked to alleged conman Sukesh
Chandrashekhar and others, officials said. The agency had in April provision-
ally attached Rs 7.27 crore funds of the Bollywood actor under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act (PMLA). The 36-year-old actor has been questioned
two-three times by the agency in the said case earlier. The actress was
issued fresh summons for recording of her statement on Monday as the
agency is tracing the remaining proceeds of crime in this case, officials said.
A provisional order was issued against her for attaching fixed deposits wor th
Rs 7.12 crore apar t from Rs 15 lakh cash as the agency called these funds as
"proceeds of crime". "Sukesh Chandrasekhar had given various gifts worth Rs
5.71 crore to Jacqueline Fernandez from the proceeds of crime generated by
criminal activities including extortion." "Chandrasekhar had put Pinky Irani, his
long time associate and co-accused in this case to deliver the said gifts to her," the
ED had then said in a statement.

Punjabi singer Sidhu Moosewala stardom is colossal--and af-
ter his unfor tunate demise--it is greater than before. With doubt,
the singer has amassed a huge fan following both in India and
beyond. Moosewala was shot dead in broad daylight on May
29. In his lifetime, the singer was “famed and defamed” for
his unique way of life and different style of music. His single
track ‘295’ has made it to the Billboard’s char t. Just re-
cently, his new song ‘SYL’ was taken off YouTube in India.
The song got 27 million views in just two days. A picture of
the singer has been doing rounds on the social media in
wh ich  Moosewa la ’s  name can  be  seen  impr in ted  on
Hollywood’s Walk of Fame in Los Angeles. The fans have been
overwhelmed, the story, however, has a twist.

SHAH RUKH KHAN GETS CANDID WITH
FANS IN AN INSTA LIVE SESSION

Shah Rukh Khan took to his
Instagram handle on June 25 and
held a live session with his
fans, celebrating his 30 years
in the industry. SRK touched
upon his much-awaited
for thcoming films, Pathaan and
Jawan. He also talked about
several celebrities, including
Salman Khan whom he referred
to as his brother. Shah Rukh
confirmed Salman’s cameo in
Pathaan. SRK also joked that
he and Deepika have the same
hairstyle in Pathaan.
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SANJAY DUTT’S DAUGHTER TRISHALA DUTT WOWS
FANS WITH HER BODY TRANSFORMATION PHOTOS

PRIYANKA CHOPRA-NICK JONAS’ BEACH
HOLIDAY IS ALL ABOUT YACHTS, SWIMS IN
THE SEA AND STOLEN KISSES

Sanjay Dutt’s daughter Trishala Dutt has surprised netizens with her
transformation photos. The 33-year-old shared new pictures on
Instagram that shows her in her leanest best. Flaunting an envy-
wor thy body, Trishala looked stunning in a green slip dress. She
captioned her photos, “that playful side of me'” along with a rain-
bow emoji. Trishala is Dutt’s daughter from his first marriage
with Richa Sharma and lives in the USA. She is quite active on
social media and keeps her fans updated about her day-to-day
activities. In the new photos, Trishala is seen posing for the cam-
eras in a scenic location. Dressed in a chic dress, she completed her
look with a matching handbag and heels. She styled her hair in a high
ponytail, and in a few photos plays with it as she pouts for the photos.
Sanjay Dutt’s wife Maanayata also replied “Beautiful” in her pictures.

A psychotherapist by profession, Trishala Dutt‘s Instagram page is
dedicated to mental health, lifestyle, and fashion. From her holiday
posts, and simple drives to photos with father Sanjay Dutt, the pro-
file is quite an engaging one. Trishala has also been quite open
about her past relationships on social media. She lost her boy-
friend in 2019. During a session on Instagram, she opened up
about how she took the help of a grief therapist to deal with his
death. “I’m still dealing with it, but I’ve gotten a lot of help for it
(and still getting help for it). Since Covid, my suppor t groups that
I’ve joined have become vir tual for now, I see my grief therapist
vir tually as well, I spend time with my friends and family (while
sti l l  practising social distancing) and I’m doing a lot of soul
searching,” she had said.

MIKA SINGH’S GIRLFRIEND SLAPPED HIM AFTER SHE CAUGHT
HIM CHEATING: ‘WOULD FORCE ME TO SCREAM I LOVE YOU’
Mika Singh is on a bride hunt with
Swayamvar – Mika Di Vohti. In a
recent episode, the singer spoke
about his past relationships with
his prospective par tners. He in-
formed he’s had three serious af-
fairs, and while the first one was
in school, the last one taught him
a lot about love. However, he
added that she was quite
‘khatarnak‘ and even slapped him
once. Mika shared that he had
just become popular and had
found his ‘swag’. There would
be many female fans reaching
out  to  h im,  and he met  th is
woman, who was a fan. “She
was very beautiful and I was
smitten. So much that I prom-
ised her house, even thought of
kids’ names – Sunny, Bunny. I
was crazy about her,” he added
in Hindi. The “Sawan mein lag
gayi aag” actor fur ther said that
he was a f l i r t  back then and

would speak to a few other girls
on phone. Wanting to save him-
self from getting caught, he saved
these girls’ numbers as ‘Rakesh’
and ‘Rajesh’. The singer fur ther
narrated the incident saying that
once his girlfriend came over, and

‘Rakesh’ star ted calling continu-
ously. “She sternly asked me to
take the call, and as soon as I
picked it up, she gave me a tight
s lap.  For the f i rst  t ime I  got
slapped and I then understood
what a girlfriend really means.

She a lso threatened me that
this is just the beginning. I be-
came very loyal after that and
would be scared of her. I was
scared that if she can slap me
in pr ivate she can also do i t
publicly.”

KAPIL SHARMA SINGS SIDHU MOOSEWALA’S BAAPU AT
VANCOUVER CONCERT, PAYS TRIBUTE TO LATE SINGER

Kapi l  Sharma and co. have
kickstar ted their USA tour with a
bang. Their first performance at
Vancouver turned out to be a
houseful one with fans swarming
in the auditorium to see the ac-
tors perform. Kapil shared a se-
ries of photos from the event and
thanked the audience for turning
out in huge numbers. “Thank you
Vancouver for al l  the love n
warmth????you guys r as beau-
tiful as your city?? #vancouver
# k a p i l s h a r m a l i v e 2 0 2 2
# b e a u t i f u l b r i t i s h c o l u m b i a

#canada  @tksshowofficial,” he
wrote. The pictures have Kapil up
on the stage wearing a mauve
jacket that he paired with white
trousers and a t-shir t. There are
also photos of fans holding plac-
ards to show their love towards
them. However, in a video that’s
going viral on social media, the
comedian took on the stage to
pay tribute to singer-politician
Sidhu Moosewala, who was mur-
dered in Punjab on May 29.  The
Kapil Sharma Show has taken a
break as the team is traveling to

Canada and the USA for a month-
long tour. While jett ing off to
Canada, Kapil shared pictures
with his teammates. He was seen
posing with Krushna Abhishek,
Kiku Sharda, Chandan Prabhakar
and Sumona Chakravar ti, along
with other crew members. “Fly-
ing to Vancouver now ?? can’t
wait to meet our lovely fans in
Canada,” he wrote. The Kapil
Sharma Show will return soon
with a new season, t i l l  then
India’s Laughter Champion has
taken up its time slot on Sony TV.

Priyanka Chopra and Nick Jonas are on a beach vacation, and
going by the photos, they are totally relishing their island life.
From unwinding in the waters to relaxing on a yacht, the clicks
are sure to give anyone travel goals. Priyanka shared several
photos on Instagram from her weekend at Turks and Caicos Is-
lands. The Bollywood star is seen swimming, walking into the
waters and enjoying candle light dinners with Nick. Calling her-
self an “island girl” in the tags, Priyanka’s beach holiday re-
ceived a lot of fans love, apar t from celebrity reactions. While
Ranveer Singh sent them love, American writer-producer Ali
Adler, and actors Sofia Barclay and Daren Kagasoff also reacted.
Priyanka, who recently wrapped up Russo Brothers’ Citadel,
launched a new business venture in America last week, a
homeware line called Sona Home. It aims at introducing Indian
culture and heritage in every house in her adoptive country. Shar-
ing a video with her co-founder Maneesh Goyal, Priyanka spoke
about how she believes in bringing her Indian roots and culture
into everything that she does. Priyanka, who paved her way
through Hollywood after a successful acting career in India, spoke
about her childhood told Harper’s Bazaar Spain. She said, “My
childhood and adolescence were quite an adventure. Since my
parents were in the military, we moved around a lot. I went to a
boarding school for some years and then to the United States to
study, before returning to India to complete my graduation. Of
course, my childhood was full of love, laughter and family.” The
couple welcomed daughter Malti Marie earlier this year via sur-
rogacy. They have opened up on how the baby had to spend 100
days in NICU before they could bring her home.

ARJUN KAPOOR, MALAIKA ARORA
TWIN IN WHITE AS THEY CELEBRATE

HIS BIRTHDAY IN PARIS

Actor Arjun Kapoor celebrated his 37th bir thday in Paris with
Malaika Arora. After posing together with the Eiffel Tower as
the backdrop, Malaika shared photos and videos from their
bir thday celebrations where the couple is twinning in white.
In the new post, both of them gorge on burger and fries, while
listening to live music. In one clip, Arjun feeds Malaika.
Malaika captioned her post, “Sunday hai aur bir thday bhi
hai… brunch tho Banta hai…” Arjun Kapoor’s uncle Sanjay
Kapoor commented on the post with, “Yum…” Earlier, Malaika
shared a photo of the cake-cutting occasion with Arjun and
wrote, “Make a wish my love…… may all ur wishes n dreams
come true.” On his bir thday, Arjun received emotional posts
from his sisters, Janhvi, Sonam and Anshula Kapoor. Sonam
shared a series of photos and wrote, “Happy happy bir thday
@arjunkapoor 15 days apar t in bir thdays So we’ve grown up
hand in hand from childhood to adulthood. Love you brother.
May you flourish and prosper because you deserve it all.”

SALMAN KHAN POSES WITH RAM
CHARAN, WIFE UPASANA, VENKATESH
AS HE VISITS STAR DURING KABHI EID

KABHI DIWALI SHOOT

Salman Khan is currently shooting in Hyderabad for his upcoming film
which is tentatively titled Kabhi Eid Kabhi Diwali. Amid the shoot, it
seems like the actor took out time to meet RRR actor Ram Charan at
his house. In a photo, Salman Khan is happily seen posing with Ram
and Venkatesh. The picture also featured Salman’s Kabhi Eid Kabhi
Diwali co-star Pooja Hegde and Ram’s wife Upasana Kamineni. The
photo was shared on Ram and Upasana’s paw-friend Rhyme’s Instagram
account. “I am one lucky puppy. Love, hugs and cuddles – all for me,” the
caption of the post read. As soon as the photo was posted, it went viral. Kabhi
Eid Kabhi Diwali will also mark Bigg Boss 13 fame Shehnaaz Gill’s Bollywood
debut. The actor recently wrapped the first schedule of the film. Currently, the
team is shooting for the movie in Hyderabad. Later, they will shoot major
portions of the film in north India. Directed by Farhad Samji, the movie also
stars Siddharth Nigam and ?Raghav Juyal. Earlier this year, the di-
rector surprised fans by sharing Salman’s look from the film in which
the actor sported long locks. Apart from this movie, which is touted to
be a family entertainer, Salman is looking forward to the release of
Tiger 3, which also stars Katrina Kaif. On Saturday, Shah Rukh Khan
shared that Salman is going to be a part of Pathaan.
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VAANI KAPOOR CALLS RANBIR KAPOOR HER ‘PERSONAL
FAVOURITE’, SPILLS BEANS ON HER ROLE IN SHAMSHERA: ‘SONA

PLAYS AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN BUILDING THE NARRATIVE’

SHAHID KAPOOR, WIFE MIRA RAJPUT
WILL MAKE YOU JEALOUS WITH THEIR

VACATION PICTURES. SEEN YET?

The audience is looking forward
to Vaani Kapoor and Ranbir
Kapoor’s upcoming f i lm
Shamshera. The film marks Vaani
Kapoor‘s first film with Ranbir. In
the Yash Raj Films’ production,
Vaani plays a dancer named
Sona. Describing her character in
the film, Vaani said, “I play the

character of Sona, the most
sought after travelling performer
of India in the 1800s. I have al-
ways chosen roles where my
character pivots the script in a
cer tain direct ion and in
Shamshera too, Sona plays an
important role in building the nar-
rative. I am thankful to Karan

Malhotra for seeing me in this
role. He held my hand at every
step of the way and guided me to
bring Sona to life.” She added,
“Sona has a strong will power,
she’s confident, a go getter yet
has her own emotional vulner-
abilities. She’s definitely one of
the most refreshing characters I

have played on screen. I am team-
ing up with Ranbir Kapoor – a
powerhouse of talent. He’s truly
a very special actor and my per-
sonal favouri te.” Directed by
Karan Malhotra, Shamshera, also
starring Sanjay Dutt, is set to re-
lease in Hindi, Tamil and Telugu
on July 22, 2022.

JENNIFER WINGET CELEBRATES MILESTONE OF 13 MILLION
INSTAGRAM FOLLOWERS BY SHARING SIZZLING BIKINI PICTURES

Jennifer Winget is one of the most
popular TV actresses of recent
times. She has impressed every-
one with not just her good looks
and beauty but also because of
her per formances in several
shows l ike Di l  Mi l l  Gayye,
Sanjivani, Beyhadh, Bepannah,

etc. Apar t from this, the actress
is every now and then in the lime-
light for her personal life. Jenni-
fer tries her best to stay in touch
with her fans on social media.
This is why she keeps on updat-
ing everyone with what's up in her
life through pictures and videos

that she shares on Instagram.
Even her fans are quite excited to
know everything about her. Prob-
ably this is the reason why her
popularity is growing day by day.
Just yesterday, the TV celebrity achieved
a milestone as she amassed over 13
million followers on Instagram. The

"Code M" star took to the photo-
video sharing platform and
shared a series of pictures from a
beach in Phuket, Thailand. "Looking into
the future with the strength of 13 Million
and counting. For having my back
through it all...#grateful (sic)," Winget
wrote on Saturday.

KARISHMA TANNA'S ROMANTIC PICS WITH HUSBAND VARUN
BANGERA IN BLUE SWIMSUIT LEAVE FANS AWESTRUCK

Karishma Tanna is having fun with
her husband Varun Bangera in
Lonavala as the couple is spend-
ing some quality time with each
other. Ever since her fairytale
wedding with Varun, Karishma's
fans eagerly wait for the actress
to share pictures with her hus-
band. Karishma on Thursday
treated her fans and followers
with a glimpse of her romantic
getaway. She took to Instagram
and shared a series of pictures
with Varun straight from their pool
day. Karishma looked every inch
gorgeous in the blue swimsuit as
she held Varun close to her. Shar-
ing the pictures, Karishma wrote,
"Water babies." Netizens reac-
tions In no time, Karishma's post
was bombarded with reactions
from her fans and friends includ-
ing Daljit Kaur and Bharti Singh. A
fan wrote, "You look so beautiful."
Another said, "Congratulations, so
stunning." Several fans dropped red
heart and fire emojis in the com-
ments section. Earlier, Karishma had
shared a transition reel with Varun

with a caption, "Get away wit baby
@varun_bangera #reels
#reelsinstagram #love
#lonavladiaries." Karishma tied the
knot with Varun Bangera in an inti-
mate wedding in February this year.
Before the wedding, the couple
hosted pre-wedding festivities in-
cluding Mehendi and Haldi cer-
emony. Karishma shared the pic-

tures and videos from the celebra-
tions on her Instagram handle.
Check out some of the most loved
posts below: For the unversed,
Karishma reportedly met Varun at
a party a few years ago and started
dating shortly after. The duo got en-
gaged in November last year. Di-
rector Ekta Kapoor had posted a
video from a par ty, confirming

speculation of their engagement.
She dedicated a heartfelt message
to the couple in the video. “Congrats
Varun and Karishma! Best wishes for
an awesome future together,” Ekta
wrote in caption. On the professional
front, Karishma made her debut with
the popular Hindi TV serial Kyunki
Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi in the
year 2001.

Bollywood star Shahid Kapoor gave a glimpse of his family va-
cation to Switzerland in his latest social media post. In the very
first story, the 'Kabir Singh' actor clicked a lovable selfie with his
beloved Mira Kapoor, tagging her and attaching a simple hear t
emoji. Shahid looked dapper in a pair of funky white and black-
rimmed sunglasses, giving a broody look, whereas his wife Mira,
also spor ting white-rimmed sunglasses looked at the camera,
flashing a smile. Mira had her hair tied back in a loose ponytail
and donned a simple black cardigan. The jet-black sling bag
hung over her shoulder completed her all-black look. As for the
second Instagram story, Shahid shared a serene picture of the
beautiful destination of Switzerland. His two kids were seated
on the lush green grass alongside their mother, while Shahid
stood, facing his back to the camera. The family of four seemed
to admire the beauty of the blue waters, green hills, and fluffy
clouds floating in the clear skies. Mira Kapoor has also been
sharing scenic locations of Switzerland on her social media,
tugging at the hear tstrings of travel enthusiasts. The family seems
to be enjoying their trip to the fullest.  She posted a recent picture
from a railway track and posted alongside a quirky caption. She
wrote, "Zindagi ek rail ki patri hai."

VARUN DHAWAN-KIARA ADVANI,
ANIL KAPOOR-NEETU STARRER

SHOWS GROWTH

Jug Jugg Jeeyo Box Office Day 2: This Friday saw a big release
in the form of Raj Mehta's family enter tainer. Starring Varun
Dhawan, Kiara Advani, Anil Kapoor and Neetu Kapoor in the lead
was one of the much-awaited films of this year. The audience
had great expectations from the film before its release which
were fulfilled going by several reviews from critics. Many
reached the theatres to watch the film on the very first day of its
release and witnessed a decent star t at the box office with col-
lections of Rs. 9.28 crores nett. With this, the expectations for
the coming days increased. The comedy enter tainer is on the
right track as on Saturday as well, it showed great growth. Jug
Jugg Jeeyo, on its second day, went up in the 35% range and
collected 12.55 crore.  Trade analyst Taran Adarsh shared the
second day collections of the fi lm on Twitter and wrote,
"#JugJuggJeeyo gets a solid 35.24% push on Day 2... #Delhi,
#NCR, #Gujarat lead, fol lowed by #Mumbai,  #Pune,
#Chandigarh, #Bengaluru... Mass circuits improve, should grow
on Day 3... Eyes ? 37 cr [+/-] weekend total... Fri 9.28 cr, Sat
12.55 cr. Total: ? 21.83 cr. India biz." A repor t in Box Office India
stated, "The Saturday growth is among the highest from the films
released post the pandemic if not highest taking out The Kash-
mir Files. Obviously it would have been better if the growth was
more but maybe the 60% plus growth pre-pandemic is now maybe
40%. It could be that this 40% level is now an excellent jump on
Saturday but only time will tell as more and more films release.

RANVEER CROSSES MOUNTAINS & DARK
CAVES TO GET THIS FOR WIFE DEEPIKA

Ranveer Singh will soon be seen taking an adventurous ride in
Netflix special Ranveer vs Wild with Bear Grylls. Ahead of the
show's release, the makers dropped the trailer sharing a
glimpse of Ranveer's ventures out in the jungle, doing his own
stunts for the first time ever, while picking up new survival
skills. Not just that, he will also be seen getting into the depths
of the wild to find a rare gift for his lady love, Deepika Padukone
in the forests of Serbia with viewers picking the course of his
escapades. Yes, you read it right, Ranveer who never fails to
make his lady love feel special will search for a special flower
for Deepika.  In the trailer, he can be heard saying, "Pyaar ke
liye log chaand taare tod ke laate hain, main Deepika ke liye
ek phool tod ke laane waala hoon. Woh bahut special phool
hai, woh kabhi mar ta nahi hai, bilkul meri pyaar ki tarah. (People
move mountains for love, I’m going to get a special flower for
Deepika. Just like my love, the flower never dies.)"  Talking
about the show, Ranveer revealed that during his journey on
Ranveer vs Wild with Bear Grylls, he felt fearful many times
but he took the leap of faith to overcome his fears.
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Best and worst Hindi films of 2022 so far: RRR,
Gangubai Kathiawadi, KGF 2, Gehraiyaan on the list

FIRST LOOK OF EK VILLAIN RETURNS…

Bollywood in 2022 has so far re-
mained highly dependent on ei-
ther audience emotions, or pan-
India titles. While the former im-
pacted the theatrical performance
of releases l ike The Kashmir
Files, Samrat Prithviraj and Bhool
Bhulaiyaa 2, the year has been
dominated by Hindi dubbed ver-
sions of regional movies. Though
The Kashmir Files (Rs 257 crore)
and Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2 (Rs 160
crore) emerged as the biggest
Bollywood grossers in the first
half of 2022, it was majorly be-
cause of a positive word of mouth
and big ticket productions bomb-

ing at the box office. The former
ignited painful memories from a
chapter of India that still remains
fresh in our minds. The latter,
gave a respite from the dear th of
decent Hindi family enter tain-
ers, also giving a career jump
to  Kar t i k  Aar yan .  Akshay
Kumar’s magnum opus Samrat
Prithviraj also kept the audience
divided whether or not the his-
torical piece depicted the tale
authentically. And amid all of
th is ,  the  dubbed  ve rs ion  o f
movies from south cinema were
loved and also ignited a debate
around pan-India films. As we

enter the second half of 2022,
we take a look back and list down
Hindi movies, which outdid them-
selves, and the ones which sank
with no trace in audience minds.
How can SS Rajamouli get it right
every time? A hit film is a com-
ing together of many elements
— an author-backed script, ex-
tracting the best from actors,
and understanding the pulse of
the audience. RRR offered an
ex t ravagan t  dose  o f  ac t ion ,
heroism, history, mythology and
correct marketing. And the way
actors Ram Charan and Jr NTR
fuse life into their revolutionary

characters really extended its
reach. The film is now a huge
draw in the US, figure that one
out. I ts par t one had already
raised the benchmark for not
jus t  the  f ranch ise ,  bu t  a lso
Kannada cinema. But,  KGF 2
surpassed it all, and with a big-
ger bang. The ultimate entry of
Adheera (Sanjay Dutt), coupled
with socio-political layers that ran
parallel to the story in its prequel,
played well. And then, we had the
star-power of Yash, who garnered
audience accolade outside
Karnataka too. KGF 2 had a clean
sweep at the box office.

Aamir Khan makes Bhojpuri actor Akshara Singh’s ‘dream
come true’ as he dances with her on Laal Singh Chaddha song

Bhojpuri actor Akshara Singh is
on cloud nine after Aamir Khan
danced with her on Laal Singh
Chaddha’s song Phir Na Aisi Raat
Aayegi. An excited Akshara has
shared videos with Aamir on her
social media platforms. Akshara,
who is known for her roles in
films such as the action drama
Tabadala, the pol i t ical  drama
Sarkar Raj, and the action ro-
mance Satya, took to Instagram
to post videos of her dancing with
Aamir. She wrote, “This is such a
dream come true! Thank you
Aamir Sir for making this day one
I can never forget! !  ????.”
Akshara’s video received a lot of
love from her friends from the fra-
ternity and fans. Babumoshai
Bandookbaaz actor Bidita Bag
commented, “OMG ????????
now sign a film asap with him??,”
choreographer Mudassar Khan

wrote, “????????.” One of
Akshara’s fan clubs commented,
“Our sherni proud of u ????.” The
song, Phir Na Aisi Raat Aayegi,
has been per formed by Ari j i t
Singh, and was released over the

weekend. “The agony of longing,
the sweet pain of a love unre-
quited, the desire of making this
moment last forever. The song
that captures this everlasting
emotion…,” a post on Aamir Khan

Productions’ Instagram handle
read. The team recently shared a
behind-the-scenes video, in
which actor Kareena Kapoor
called the track the ‘best song
ever’ and the ‘song of the decade’.

POOJA HEGDE RECALLS THE LOWEST POINT IN HER CAREER,
SAYS THERE WAS A YEAR WHERE I DIDN’T HAVE WORK'

As the action thriller Ek Villain Returns gears up for a theatrical
release on July 29, makers of this gripping franchise launched
the first look posters on Monday. They comprise an ensemble
cast—John Abraham, Arjun Kapoor, Disha Patani and Tara
Sutaria. The dark and intense posters set the precedent for all
that the audience can expect in the upcoming multi-starrer. The
posters feature the star-cast in nefarious avatars with the fa-
mous Ek Villain Returns smiley mask and the slogan: ‘Heroes
don’t exist’. This Mohit Suri-directorial races for a theatrical
release eight years after its first installment. With high-octane
action sequences, along with major twists in its plot, the sec-
ond installment of Ek Villain seems to be quite promising. The
film has been directed by Mohit Suri, and jointly produced by T-
Series and Balaji Telefilms.

NIA SHARMA LOOKS CHIC IN BLACK

Nia Sharma oozes confidence. She often grabs headlines with
her bold avatars. Recently, Nia took to her Instagram page and
shared stunning pictures in an all-black outfit. She left everyone
spellbound with her chic avatar as she looked ravishing in a
black bralette top paired with a black pearl studded skir t. She
completed her look with black heels and a diamond bracelet,
silver chain neckpiece and black shades. Sharing the pictures,
Nia wrote, “My money don’t Jiggle Jiggle…. Next up… Paisa
Paisa.” Meanwhile, on the work front, Nia recently collaborated
with actor Kunaal Roy Kapur for a music video named Hairaan.

MANUSHI CHHILLAR DISCLOSES WHY SHE
CAN'T CHOOSE EDUCATION OVER BOLLYWOOD

Pooja Hegde made her Bollywood debut opposite Hrithik Roshan
in Ashutosh Gowariker's period drama Mohenjo Daro in 2016.
The film was a commercial and critical failure and since then,
Pooja has only appeared in another Hindi film to date, the com-
edy Housefull 4 in 2019. However, the actress is one of the most
sought-out actors in South Indian cinema where she has been a
par t of huge hits. Pooja is also eyeing her comeback in the
Hindi film industry with two big-budget enter tainers. She will
be seen first opposite Ranveer Singh in Rohit Shetty's comedy
Cirkus slated to release on December 23, 2022. A week later on
December 30, she will be back on the big screen in Salman
Khan's Kabhi Eid Kabhi Diwali aka Bhaijaan. In a recent inter-
view, the actress talked about the lowest phase of her career
when she had no work for one long year. Talking to Hindustan
Times, Pooja said, "My highest point was when I had six hit
films in a row, and that’s been amazing. The lowest point would
be the star t of my career. It’s not been like one film took off and
there was no looking back. It was like one film didn’t do well,
then there was a year where I didn’t have work, then I wasn’t
getting the kind of films I wanted to do." "When I got that, then
those didn’t work, and then one film finally worked for me in
Telugu. Since then, it’s been amazing", said the actress who
has recently been seen in three big-budget films Radhe Shyam
opposite Prabhas, Beast opposite Thalapathy Vijay, and Acharya
with the father-son duo of Chiranjeevi and Ram Charan. Sadly
for her, all the three films bombed at the box office.

Former Miss World Manushi Chhillar, who made her
Bollywood debut with the film Samrat Prithviraj which
starrer Akshay Kumar, opened up about her profession
and revealed that she can’t go back to her student life as
she is now a public figure. Manushi revealed how her
life changed af ter she became an actor. For the
unversed, she was an MBBS student before winning the
Miss World title. While speaking to India.com, the
actress revealed that she never finished her medicine
and she is experiencing this for the first time as it's a
very different profession. She stated, “It's not like a
normal job where people work from 9 to 5 from Monday
to Friday, its not how it works, the film industry is very
different, there are days where you are actually very
busy and there are days when you don’t have work. And
the only difference is that earlier I was studying, and
now I am working.”
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INDIA TO TOUR NEW ZEALAND FOR WHITE-
BALL SERIES AFTER T20 WORLD CUP

India will be touring New Zealand
for a white-ball series compris-
ing three T20Is and as many ODIs
after the World T20 in Australia,
New Zealand Cricket (NZC) said
on Tuesday. The series will be
held between November 18 and
November 30 and New Zealand
will return to India for a white-
ball series in January next year.
"India will arrive in New Zealand
at the conclusion of the world cup
to play the BLACKCAPS in three
T20s at Wellington, Tauranga and
Napier,  and three ODIs at

Auckland, Hamil ton and
Christchurch," NZC said in a re-
lease. "The BLACKCAPS will then
depar t for the sub-continent for a
tour of Pakistan and a shor t form
series in India, before returning
in early February to prepare for
the two Tests against England –
at Tauranga (D/N) and
Wellington." India will be playing
a rescheduled one-off fif th Test
against England beginning Friday,
besides featuring in three T20Is
and as many ODIs at the Old
Blighty. India will then tour the

West Indies for a white-ball se-
ries comprising three ODIs and
five T20Is in July-August in the
run-up to the T20 World Cup. In a
jam-packed international sched-
ule, New Zealand will also play a
day-night Test against England,
while six teams will be touring
the country in the 2022-23 home
summer. Besides India, the other
touring teams include Pakistan,
Bangladesh, England and Sri
Lanka men's teams, and
Bangladesh women. One of the
prominent features of the sched-

ule is England's series opener at
Bay Oval, star ting February 16 –
the first day-night Test in New
Zealand since the BLACKCAPS
defeated the same opposition by
an innings at Eden Park in 2018.
The New Zealand women's team,
after competing at the Birming-
ham Commonwealth Games and
returning from their tour of the
West Indies, will host Bangladesh
in T20 and ODI series before de-
par ting in January for South Af-
rica, where they will contest the
ICC Women's T20 World Cup.

ALL EYES ON BUMRAH AS HE LEADS
INDIA AGAINST ENGLAND IN 5TH TEST

RUSTY DJOKOVIC SEES OFF KWON IN RD 1

These days, Novak Djokovic makes history just about every time he
wins another match. Today, the top-ranked Serb did just that at Wimbledon.
Djokovic, a six-time champion at the All England Club, beat Kwon Soon-woo
6-3 3-6 6-3 6-4, his 80th victory at the grass-court Major. With it, he became
the first man or woman to win that many matches at each of the four Grand
Slam tournaments. Djokovic was playing for the first time since losing to
Rafael Nadal last month in the French Open quarterfinals.

RECORD-BREAKING SKIPPER CHAMARI DENIES INDIA
CLEAN SWEEP AS SRI LANKA WIN FINAL T20I

Skipper Chamari Athapaththu struck
a counter-attacking 48-ball 80 as Sri
Lanka outplayed India by seven wick-
ets in the third and final T20I to avoid
a whitewash here on Monday. The
32-year-old Chamari smashed 14
boundaries and one six and in the
process became the only cricketer
from the island nation to get to the
2000-run mark in T20Is. Tillakaratne
Dilshan (1,889) is the highest run-
scorer among the male cricketers
from Sri Lanka. Chasing a modest
139 to avoid a clean sweep by the
Indians, Sri Lankan batting finally

came good as the hosts hunt down
the target with three overs to spare to
claim a consolation win. The three-
match T20I series thus ended 2-1 in
favour of India, who stuttered after
opting to bat before skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur’s resilient 39 not
out (33b; 3x4, 1x6) propped up their
total to 138 for five. In reply, Sri Lanka
lost Vishmi Gunaratne (5) in the first
over, but Harshitha
Samarawickrama (13) gave a fine
support to Chamari in the powerplay
before being dismissed by Radha
Yadav in the fifth over.

WHY TEAM INDIA SHOULD BE WORRIED AFTER ENGLAND’S DARING RUN CHASES
IN ALL THE THREE TESTS VERSUS NEW ZEALAND

That was the only time Jamie Overton looked nervous, after moving into
the 90s in his debut Test. Eventually he fell for 97, got a bear hug from
Jonny Bairstow and left to a standing ovation from the Headingley crowd.
The newcomer was allowed to be nervous as he approached the mo-
ment of his cricketing life. Ninety-seven per cent of his innings, though,
oozed boldness that ‘Bazball’ demands. To paraphrase The Beatles,
Brendon ‘Baz’ McCullum took a sad song and made it better very quickly.
It has been a June to savour for the England cricket team and its band of
long-suffering supporters. Coming into the three-Test series with one
win in their last 17 attempts, one could argue that the only way left was
up. And up they certainly went, in the space of a few weeks as the new
dispensation got to work.

ORMER CRICKETER SLAMS
'CONFUSED' TEAM MANAGEMENT FOR

DROPPING YUZVENDRA CHAHAL

India came back to Dublin where they beat Ireland in the first T20 quite
comprehensively. As Hardik Pandya came out on Tuesday for the toss,
people were expecting some changes in the playing eleven. Mainly, the
inclusion of Sanju Samson which happened leading to huge cheers from the
fans. Meanwhile, they also included two more names: Avesh Khan made
way for Harshal Patel while Yuzvendra Chahal made way for Ravi Bishnoi.
However, this one change didn’t go down well with former India cricketer
Ajay Jadeja who slammed the team management. He said the team looks
‘confused’ and this doesn’t augur well for the Indian team going ahead in the
build up to the 2022 ICC T20 World Cup. “I really don’t understand this. In a
gap of 48 hours, against the same opposition, what has happened? I
know it’s easy to give opinions, but it seems odd. We are preparing for
T20 World Cup; sometimes that’s why we make mistakes in a tourna-
ment like these," he told Sony’s pre-match show ‘Extra Innings’. “Be-
cause you are so confused. Last time, you were confused about your
number four. This time who knows? Players must have certainty.”

India right-arm pacer Jasprit Bumrah on Thursday was named by
the senior selection committee to lead India in the rescheduled
fifth Test against England at Edgbaston, star ting from Friday, said
an official release by the Board of Control for Cricket in India
(BCCI). The release also said that wicketkeeper-batter Rishabh
Pant will serve as Bumrah's deputy for the much-anticipated Test
match. Bumrah becoming India's captain for the Edgbaston Test
comes after regular skipper Rohit Sharma tested positive for
Covid-19 on the second day of the warm-up match against
Leicestershire last week. He had scored 25 runs in the first in-
nings of the match but didn't come out to bat in the second in-
nings after testing positive for Covid-19.
But with Sharma still infected with Covid-19, it means that Bumrah,
who was vice-captain when India last played Tests, against Sri
Lanka at home in March, will be captaining the side at Edgbaston
from Friday. He will now become the 36th Test captain of India,
becoming the first fast bowler to be India's Test skipper since
Kapil Dev led India against Pakistan at Bengaluru in March 1987,
which was also legendary batter Sunil Gavaskar's final Test
match. "Mr Rohit Sharma, Captain, Indian Cricket Team is ruled
out of the rescheduled fifth Test against England to be played
from Friday. Rohit underwent a RAT Test on Thursday morning
and returned a positive result for COVID-19. The All-India Senior
Selection Committee has named Mr Jasprit Bumrah as captain
for the upcoming Test and Mr Rishabh Pant as his deputy," said
the BCCI in its official release.
With Bumrah becoming the Test captain of India for Edgbaston
Test, 2022 is set to be the year where the national side had six
different captains across all formats, the highest for any calen-
dar year. He also becomes the eighth man to lead India since
2021. Previously, India had played under five captains in 1959;
they were Vinoo Mankad, Hemu Adhikari, Datta Gaekwad, Pankaj
Roy and Gulabrai Ramchand.
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THE CCA (CANADIAN CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION)
TOURNAMENT WAS A HUGE SUCCESS

Thanks everyone, the CCA (Canadian Christian Association) tourna-
ment was a huge success, especially thankful to our sponsors:
Mr. Arman Khan
Mr. Babar Munir
Mr. Asher Gill
Mr. Jackson Shoukat
Mr. Sharoon Gill
Mr. Naveed Suleman
Mr. Imran Samuel
and Mr. Shawn Chaudry Burger King Bradford .
In addition thanks to all the Volunteers, attendees ,and CCA team members.
Very grateful to Mr. Pervaiz Yaqoob for all the help with printing and
flyer designs.
Extremely Appreciative of the following dignitaries that were also
present:
Mayor Patrick Brown
MPP Amarjot Sandhu- Brampton West
MPP Graham Mcgregor - Brampton Nor th

MURRAY DEFENDS UNDERARM SERVE AT
WIMBLEDON, WEST INDIES BEAT

BANGLADESH 2-0, AND KAPP FIRST TO
SCORE 150 IN TESTS FOR SA WOMEN

Two-time Wimbledon champion, Andy Murray believes the underarm serve is a
legitimate option to make sure the opponent doesn’t stand too deep to return
service. The 35-year old used the serve in his win over James Duckworth on
Monday in his Centre Court win. “He changed his return position, that’s why I did
it,” the Scot said. “He was struggling a little bit on the first-serve return, so he
stepped probably two metres further back. As soon as I saw him step further back,
I threw the underarm serve in.” Murray further added, “I personally have no issue
with players using it. I never have.” “Certainly more and more players have started
returning from further, further behind the baseline now to give themselves
an advantage to return. The underarm serve is a way of saying: ‘If you’re
going to step back there, then I’m going to possibly throw that in.”
Powered by Kyle Mayers’ hundred in the first innings and some powerful
pace bowling performances West Indies beat Bangladesh in the second Test
by 10 wickets at St Lucia, winning both the matches in the two Test series. The
hosts’ first innings lead of 174 meant that Bangladesh could only post a total of 12
to be chased at with two days of play remaining. Bangladesh began the game on
the penultimate day struggling at 134/6 and could only muster 52 more runs on the
board. Kyle Mayers was awarded as the player of the match and the
player of the series for scoring the most runs (153) and picking six wickets.
The implication of the result on the World Test Championship rankings
meant West Indies survived in the race to WTC Final with 50 percent win
percentage, sitting at the sixth spot in the points table.

CILIC PULLS OUT OF WIMBLEDON AFTER
TESTING POSITIVE FOR COVID-19

Former finalist Marin Cilic has pulled out of Wimbledon after testing
positive for COVID-19, the Croatian said on Monday. The 33-year-old
Cilic, who won the U.S. Open in 2014, reached the final of the grasscour t
Grand Slam five years ago when he lost to Roger Federer. “Hey guys,
I am sad to share that I tested positive for COVID,” he said on his
Instagram account, adding that he was “hear tbroken” to see his sea-
son on grass end due to illness.  “I have been self-isolating and was
hopeful I would be ready but unfor tunately I am still feeling unwell
and unable to compete at my best.” Cilic, who had been seeded
14th, came to Wimbledon in strong form, having reached the semi-
finals at the French Open and also making the last four of the ATP
500 tournament on grass at Queen’s this month.

HOW THE TOKYO OLYMPICS LOSS MADE THE TABLE
TENNIS STAR SATHIYAN OVERHAUL HIS GAME
So stung was G Sathiyan by his second-round exit at the Tokyo Olympics
that he went into a deep introspection mode, watching the videos of his
defeat ‘endless times’ with his coach Subramaniam Raman. “Maybe,
the occasion and the nerves got to me,” India’s top-ranked men’s singles
table tennis player says. “I’ve only learnt lessons from it.”
Almost a year on, Sathiyan is a changed player. “We’re going into a 2.0
version of Sathiyan,” he declares. Sathiyan 2.0, he says, is a culmination
of a myriad of small changes, including a more aggressive mindset and
curbing his natural conservative instincts. But in essence, the player
who never tired of indulging in a long rally now targets a quick end to the
point, even if it means doing something risky and audacious. The out-
come is visible. Last November, when he was still introducing the changes
to his game, Sathiyan had lost rather timidly to Slovenia’s Jorgic Darko in
a World Table Tennis Contender match. In a re-match between the two
last week, the Indian stunned the world number 6 and reigning European
champion to record one of the biggest wins of his career.

‘WE’VE TICKED ALL BOXES’: DRAVID SATISFIED
WITH INDIA’S PREPARATION FOR ONE-OFF TEST

India ticked all the required boxes
during the four-day pract ice
match against Leicestershire and
will look to hit the ground running
when they face England in the re-
scheduled one-off Test beginning
Friday, said head coach Rahul
Dravid. Shreyas Iyer, Virat Kohli,
Shubman Gill, Rishabh Pant and
Ravindra Jadeja—all struck fif-
ties during the drawn warm-up
game. “I  think whatever we
needed to achieve and whatever
boxes we needed to tick in terms
of our preparation leading into the
Test match on Friday, I think we
are very satisfied and happy, we
have been able to do that this
week,” Dravid said in a video
posted by Leicestershire Foxes on
Twitter. Asked about the chal-
lenges of playing in English con-
ditions, Dravid said: “When you
have got just one game or one-off
game in a series, its not really a
lot of time, you’ve got to hit the
ground running hard and you’ve
got to be able to hopefully get your
act together right from the first

day of the Test match. “There is
not lot of room to maneuver or
things to go wrong. So having
said that it has been a good week.
I thought the match wicket was
challenging on first couple of days

and settle down in the last two
so, it was good, it was a great
week.” The former India batter
also gave a thumbs up to the fa-
cilities and atmosphere here. “I
thought you know everyone’s re-

ally looked after us really well.
It’s been great crowds you know,
it’s really lovely to see so many
people come to watch the game like
this and just the atmosphere and the
vibe have been excellent,” he said.

IND VS ENG 5TH TEST: SAM BILLING CALLED IN AS COVER FOR
FOAKES, JAMES ANDERSON RETURNS FOR EDGBASTON TEST

Hosts England have announced their
15-member squad for the fifth and
final Test against India, starting from
July 1 at the Edgbaston.  Sam Billing
has been called in as cover for their
regular wicket keeper Ben Foakes
who had tested positive for Covid-19
during the third Test against New
Zealand. James Anderson, who
missed the third Test match against
New Zealand, is also back in the
squad against India. England squad
for Edgbaston Test:
Ben Stokes (captain), James Ander-

son , Jonathan Bairstow , Sam Bill-
ings , Stuart Broad , Harry Brook ,
Zak Crawley , Ben Foakes , Jack

Leach , Alex Lees , Craig Overton ,
Jamie Over ton , Matthew Potts ,
Ollie Pope , Joe Root . An England

team transformed by new leader-
ship and a new attitude will face
India in the rearranged Test con-
vinced of success after sweeping
the series against New Zealand on
Monday in style. England took only
65 minutes on the last day at
Headingley to knock off the 113
remaining runs and achieve its vic-
tory target of 296 in the third Test.
On the other hand,  India, who al-
ready lead the series 2-1, warmed
up against Leicestershire in a 4-day
practice match.

U-23 WOMEN'S HOCKEY TEAM LOSES 1-4
TO NETHERLANDS

The Indian women’s hockey team lost 1-4 to the Netherlands in the
final of the U-23 five-nation tournament. India’s Aditi Ashok was saved
by three birdies in the latter half of the back-nine as she carded an
eventful even-par 72 in the third round of the Women’s PGA Champi-
onship here. She is now 3-over for three rounds and tied-47th. South
Korea’s In Gee Chun shot a 3-over 75 and saw her lead getting cut to three shots.
Meanwhile, in Prague, Neha Tripathi finished tied-36th at the Czech Ladies
Open. Diksha Dagar (71) and Vani Kapoor were tied-43rd.

INDIA SPINNER RADHA YADAV MOVES UP
IN WOMEN’S T20 RANKINGS

On the back of her splendid performance in the just-concluded T20
series against Sri Lanka, India’s left-arm spinner Radha Yadav has
moved up to the 13th spot in the ICC Women’s T20 players rankings.
As per the latest rankings released by the ICC, Yadav has progressed
seven places to the 13th among bowlers after bagging four wickets in
the series against Sri Lanka, which India won 2-1.
In batting char t, Sri Lanka captain Chamari Athapaththu has moved
up one place to a career-best seventh position after aggregating 139
runs in three matches. She had struck a match-winning 80 not out in
the final T20I in Dambulla. Athapaththu has also gained two slots to
reach seventh in the all-rounders’ list. Indian batters Smriti Mandhana
(four th), Jemimah Rodrigues (14th) and captain Harmanpreet Kaur
(18th) have retained their places in the batting list.
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Y MEDIA & V-SERVE HOST VIP RECEPTION FOR THE 'LIVING WITH WELLNESS' FESTIVAL

Y Media par tnered with V-Serve to host a VIP Lotus reception on
Friday, June 17, to welcome Bollywood Actress Pooja Batra to Toronto
for the three-day "Living with Wellness" event. The Living with
Wellness Festival effectively extended a platform with a solid message
to Canadians on "Wellness For All."
The reception focused on celebrating community, ar t, culture and
wellness. It also acknowledged the sponsors who suppor t Y Media
and V Serve.
The VIP reception star ted with Y Media's Group Editor and CEO, Yudhvir
Jaswal, welcoming the guests. In his speech, Yudhvir Jaswal thanked
the community and the sponsors for their invaluable suppor t to Y
Media. He mentioned the impor tance of family and well-being in one's
life. He also highlighted the impor tance of happiness and finding life's
purpose for overall wellness. He stressed the dimensions of overall
wellness, including social connectivity, yoga exercises, ayurveda
lifestyles, meditation, nutrition, sleep and mindfulness. He even
mentioned how simple and healthy life choices could positively impact
the outlook on life. He fur ther unveiled Y Media Plus at the reception
and introduced Ramona Singh, the associate editor of Y Media Group.
Ramona Singh introduced Y Media Plus, an all-English 24x7 television
network and Online news por tal. Y Media Plus is a news and lifestyle
Television channel for daily news on the current and global affairs,
politics, and business news. Y Media plus also features programming

based on enter tainment, lifestyle, spor ts, beauty, fashion, health, and
much more. Ramona welcomed the audience to join Y Media on this
remarkable journey. You can watch this channel on ymediaplus.com
and southsiandaily.com or our Y Media TV app. We also go LIVE on
our Facebook page: Y Media.
The event was hosted by a prominent personality, Jake Dheer, Senior
Manager, OMNI Television at Rogers Spor ts & Media Inc., who
highlighted the impor tance of organizing an event like this. V-
Serve Executive Director Anu Srivastava envisioned the event
and explained in her speech how the festival aims to promote
health and wellness to create an improved lifestyle. The event
was accompanied by chief guest Consul General of India, Apoorva
Srivastava, who emphasized spreading healthy lifestyles, social
well-being, and wellness advancement in Canada and worldwide.
The Guest of Honour, celebrity Pooja Batra, in her speech, thanked
everyone and described how yoga changed her life. Pooja Batra
also spread the message of a healthy lifestyle and overall well-
being. The event included several VIP guests, namely Nina Tangri,
MPP for  Mississauga- Streetsv i l le ;  Deepak Anand,  MPP for
Mississauga-Malton; Sheref Sabawy, MPP for Mississauga- Erin
Mills; Ron Chatha, Chair, Peel police Service Board; and Marc
Andrews, Deputy Chief, Peel Regional Police.
Later, Apoorva Srivastava, Consulate General of India, Toronto; Pooja
Batra; Anu Srivastava, Founder/CEO of ARRA Ar ts and Past Chair/
President of Panorama India; Yudhvir Jaswal and Preet Jaswal

presented the awards to Y Media sponsors.
The fast-paced program conceived, set up and executed by the talented
Y Media team comprised messages from Federal Conservative Leader
Candice Bergen and Bonnie Crombie, Mayor of Mississauga.
Y Media Group, established in 2001, is a media company with a
360-degree approach to reaching our audience through 5 platforms:
Television, Radio, Newspaper, Online news por tal and mobile app.
At  Y Media, we aim to bring the stories and images that enrich
the community's lives, contribute to human history, and connect
everyone.
Y Media Group was the gold sponsor for the "Living with Wellness"
event. Yudhvir Jaswal, Y Media Group Editor & CEO, Preet Jaswal,
CFO and Gurpreet Singh Loona, Chief Operating Officer, were
thanked for their contribution.
V Serve Canada is a platform to promote health and wellness,
create an improved lifestyle and social well-being through culture
and her i tage,  and in i t iate need-based local and international
programs for seniors, youth and women in communities.
You can watch this exclusive event coverage only on Channel Y Bell
828, Telus 2418, Rogers 857, Ignite 707 and Y Media Plus. You can
also visit our website southasiandaily.com or ymediaplus.com for
more information. Follow us on our Twitter and Facebook pages: Y
Media, to stay updated with the latest events. Read our 'Midweek'
newspaper published every Tuesday to know what's happening in
Canada and worldwide.

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: YOGA CHANGED MY LIFE, SAYS POOJA BATRA

Y MEDIA'S GROUP EDITOR AND
CEO: YUDHVIR JASWAL

CONSUL GENERAL OF INDIA:
APOORVA SRIVASTAVA

ASSOCIATE EDITOR OF Y MEDIA:
RAMONA SINGH

BOLLYWOOD CELEBRITY
POOJA BATRA

I CONTD. ON PAGE 35

POOJA LUTHRA

JAKE DHEER, SENIOR MANAGER, OMNI
TELEVISION AT ROGERS SPORTS &

MEDIA INC., WITH V-SERVE EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR ANU SRIVASTAVA

Yudhvir Jaswal: Did you always aspire to become an actress or a model?
Pooja Batra: I always aspired to be a model but acting never even
occurred. It was never a question of pursuing acting as I belonged to an
average working family. Modelling was still considered okay. I had to beg
my parents to let me act. They initially agreed for me to act in one movie
since it was an immense oppor tunity for me. But the movie was such a
huge success that I kept getting offers, and it never stopped. So that was
by chance, but I wanted to become a model more than an actor.
Yudhvir Jaswal: Describe your feeling about your massive
accomplishment as your first movie Virasat was a mega-hit?
Pooja Batra: I was surprised because I never expected my first movie to
be appreciated so much. People love it to date. They remember me from
that movie, which is great. And I’m very grateful. 
Yudhvir Jaswal: Is there something that you want to achieve in your life
at this stage of life?
Pooja Batra:  I  sti l l  need to do a lot for the environment. I’m an
environmentalist and an animal lover. I am a big promoter of reusing
clothes and bottles and against using plastic. I do as much as possible to
protect and save the planet.
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Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: YOGA CHANGED MY LIFE, SAYS POOJA BATRA
CONTD. FROM PAGE 29
I would want to do some more impressive movies. I would love to do something for the homeless
kids in India, where they have no superhero who is doing anything for them. These kids’ life is
nothing. People should go out of their way to ensure that the kids have a proper education and a
future. This is just a never-ending list that I have.
Yudhvir Jaswal: Are you interested in acting in web series?
Pooja Batra: Yeah, web series are also acting. It is basically a new term for shows. TV has
become more corporate now.
Yudhvir Jaswal: Apart from yoga, what else makes you happy?
Pooja Batra: I love travelling, and I’m a peripatetic. I love to learn when I’m travelling, and I
think it’s the best thing to do right now. The world is changing, and you never know what might
stay or not. Last year, I was lucky enough to go to Tahiti. It was amazing for me because people
have not even heard of places like Tahiti. When I post all these things on social media, I’m also
vicariously taking my fans on a travel spree with me.
Yudhvir Jaswal: What is the reason that you are so serene and grounded?
Pooja Batra: It’s yoga, which is what it does to you daily. If you’re doing it daily, you’ll notice a
subtle change. Even before you know it, you’ve changed as a person for the better.  
Yudhvir Jaswal: How have you evolved as a person after yoga and so much exposure in life?
Pooja Batra: I think I’m less capricious. I previously had temper issues and would get agitated
with other people. So there would be no empathy there. I believe all that has changed a lot. My
personality has changed with the meditations, cleansing and asanas I’ve done. I try to follow the
limbs of yoga, so they’re all disciplinary and life-changing. Yoga has helped me and changed me
as a person for the better.
Yudhvir Jaswal: How did you start yoga? What got you into this?
Pooja Batra: I was always aware of yoga while growing up in India. It’s just that when I was in
LA, I realized the impor tance of how the Westerners have taken yoga. I decided to dive into it and
enhance myself with the knowledge of yoga. I got adequately trained and later got cer tification.
Also, at this moment, I’m resonating with Sanskrit, and I love that language. I want to learn some
mantras and learn their meaning of them. I am returning to the roots and love what our culture
and heritage offer. We’ve become so westernized that we don’t even value it.
Yudhvir Jaswal: How has your experience been moving back and forth from India to the States?
Where would you prefer to live?
Pooja Batra: I love both countries. But right now, I would say that I love being back in India and
like spending more time there than in the US. I think you are stuck in a cog wheel in the US and

don’t have a life and enjoy it. 
In India, I feel that life is less stressful because it’s okay if you don’t have enough money in the
bank. It’s okay not to be materialistic there, as people don’t care about these things.
Yudhvir Jaswal: Anything else would you like to add?
Pooja Batra: I want to thank all my fans for their immense love and suppor t. I also appreciate
Bollywood Fashion Designer Dinesh K Ramsay for this beautiful outfit and inviting us to his fun-
filled Indian fusion restaurant, Filmy Tadka, in Brampton.
You can watch this exclusive interview only on Channel Y Bell 828, Telus 2418, Rogers 857,
Ignite 707 and Y Media Plus. You can also visit our website southasiandaily.com or
ymediaplus.com for more information. Follow us on our Twitter and Facebook pages: Y Media, to
stay updated with the latest events. Read our ‘Midweek’ newspaper published every Tuesday to
know what’s happening in Canada and worldwide.

THE LIVING WITH WELLNESS FESTIVAL COMMENCES WITH A
STRONG MESSAGE ON “WELLNESS FOR ALL”

The Living with Wellness Festival effectively extended a platform
with a strong message to Canadians on “Wellness For All” from
Mississauga in times of Post Covid-19 pandemic. The two-day

Living with Wellness Festival was celebrated with great enthusiasm
and a huge par ticipation from the local & international community.
June 18-19 weekend from the Celebration Square and Living Arts Centre,
Mississauga ON highlighted a strong memorandum of Wellness for
All around the globe. Many thanks to local par tners, stakeholders
and sponsors for their suppor t and active inputs. The community
including local performing ar tists, visual ar tists, health & wellness
practitioners, and volunteers made the festival even more vibrant
and successful by their active participation from the Celebration Square.
Multiple print/electronic/digital media partners and community social
media platforms covered this lively event continuous across Canada
to show their robust suppor t to the cause.
Living With Wellness Festival 2022
The Living with Wellness Festival was not only unique experience by
itself but also a need for the community which brought in a huge and

enthusiastic audience of 5000-5500 locals together during the weekend.
GTA participants collectively facilitated each other to spread the message
of a healthy lifestyles with recovery and practical options available to
them after Covid-19 pandemic.
Their active par ticipation exhibited their vigorous suppor t towards
mobilizing the economy, endorsing small businesses, celebrating live
arts, and inspiring the community towards a hands-on wellness lifestyle
to make a better society.
On June 18th the outdoor in-person festival assembled approximately 53
yoga,14 wellness and 16 community and cultural organizations who
actively joined in live activities such as publicly guided yoga, live ar t
sessions and cultural dance and music performances from 300 local
ar tists ending with a vibrant Fashion Show with Pooja Batra as
showstopper and live jazz music band and rock concert.
The festival followed and respected health guidelines and promoted
wellness also through digital participation for Yoga Exercises, Information
and Live Arts along with free wellness give always to extend their strong
support to the rich and break taking yoga, healing, meditation messages

especially from Brahmakumaris Sister Shivani and Sadguru Jaggi
Vasudeva live from India.
Mississauga City par ticipated above and beyond towards locals and
tourists, with safe, fun, free and inclusive wellness activities for families
and friends, or to meet other passionate practitioners of yoga and
fitness. June 19 extended a free in-person and live streamed sessions
from the Living Arts Centre by Wellness professionals and veterans
focusing on several key areas of our lifestyle that are considered
dimensions of overall wellness including social connectedness, Yoga
exercises, Ayurveda life styles, Meditation, Nutrition, Sleep and
mindfulness. By making simple and healthy choices daily, how one
can actively reduce stress, have positive social interactions, and
achieve optimal wellness.
The success of the Festival verifies that wellness is not a luxury, but a
necessity to boost Vitality, Serenity, Immunity, Resiliency and Solidarity.
Thousands who participated felt engaged by the expertise and passion
of professionals Those less fortunate staying at home and were not
able to travel, curated through live digital telecast of yoga-fitness
sessions, guided relaxations, live ar ts. and immersive live telecasts
and videos were posted live from the venue on their Facebook,
Instagram, LinkedIn, and YouTube links as well.
The Festival was organized by V Serve Canada with the support of the
Consulate General of India, Toronto, and the City of Mississauga. The
event was envisioned by Executive Director Anu Srivastava and
accompanied by honored guest Consul General of India, Apoorva
Srivastava and Celebrity Pooja Batra.
V Serve Canada is a platform that promotes health and wellness to
create an improved lifestyle; social well-being through culture and
heritage and initiates need-based local and international programs for
seniors, youth, and women in communities. V Serve Canada aims to
be a high-level Wellness Center of Excellence and spread healthy
lifestyles and social well-being and advancement in Canada. Anu Srivastava,
Executive Director of V Serve Canada, is a well-known community leader and
the Founder/CEO ARRA Arts and Past Chair Panorama India. She was
instrumental in fundraising $14m of critical funds for local hospitals in Canada.
She is a recipient of Queen Diamond Jubilee Award; CIBC’s Midweek top ten
South Asians in North America in the field of Community Leadership;
Top 20 South Asian Power List; Top Forty over Forty; Leading Women
Building Communities by Premier of Ontario; 2017 The A-List,
Mississauga Credits Heritage Chairman’s Award.
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