
POOJA LUTHRA

In order to address the acute labour shortage, Canada
plans to welcome a record 500,000 new permanent
residents in 2025, the government said while
announcing the Immigration Levels Plan for
2023-2025. In an exclusive interview with Y
Media’s Group Editor and CEO, Yudhvir Jaswal,
Sean Fraser, Canada’s Minister of
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship,
discussed Canada’s ambitious immigration levels plan for 2023-2025
and what multi-culturalism means to him.
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UKRAINE'S PRESIDENT ZELENSKYY
REQUESTS INDIAN PM MODI FOR HELP IN

PEACE WITH RUSSIA

2023 IS GOING TO BE TOUGHER FOR PAKISTAN?

WATCH Y MEDIA'S GROUP EDITOR AND CEO, YUDHVIR JASWAL EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH ACTRESS, MODEL & FORMER MISS INDIA
EARTH, ONLY ON CHANNEL Y BELL 828, TELUS 2418, ROGERS 857, IGNITE 707, Y MEDIA PLUS & LISTEN ON RADIO Y 91.9 FM.

I DETAILS ON PAGE 9

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: WE NEED TO STAND
ON OUR FEET: POILIEVRE ON CANADA-

CHINA TENSE RELATIONS
POOJA LUTHRA

In an exclusive interview with Y Media, Federal
Conservat ive Leader Pierre Poi l ievre said
Canada needs to stand on its feet when asked
about the tense relations between Canada and
China. He said, "we need a Prime Minister
who stands up for our country and sanctity
of our democracy, protect our minerals
from foreign acquisition and takeover."

I CONTD. ON PAGE 9

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: CANADA TO WELCOME
500K NEW IMMIGRANTS IN 2025, SAYS

MINISTER FRASER

I CONTD. ON PAGE 10

THE GREATEST GIFT THIS HOLIDAY
SEASON: DOMENIC PRIMUCCI,

PRESIDENT PIZZA NOVA
The holiday period is a time of joy—a cherished
season that beckons spending t ime with
loved ones, surrounded by food and, more
often than not, gifts. But ask anyone who
has lost a loved one, the season can
also be a t ime that  h ighl ights the
scarcity or personal losses and
setbacks that we face in our present day.

I CONTD. ON PAGE 7

ADANI GROUP TO OWN 64.71% STAKE IN NDTV
AFTER ROYS DECIDE TO CASH OUT 27.26%

The two original promoters of New Delhi Television
Ltd (NDTV) -- Prannoy Roy and Radhika Roy -- have
decided to sell their 27.26 per cent holding in the
company to Adani group's RRPR Holdings Private
Ltd. In a regulatory filing, NDTV said that
Roys have decided to transfer 27.26 per
cent stake out of their 32.26 per cent stake
in the company to RRPR Holding.

I CONTD. ON PAGE 13

WILL THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC BECOME AN
ENDEMIC IN 2023? EXPERTS REVEAL

Covid infections are on the rise again in several countries, especially
in China which saw over 250 million cases in just 20 days in December.
Fresh Covid wave fears linger across the world, including India. While
the BF.7 variant of the Omicron virus is a cause of concern in China
and India, the Omicron subvariant XBB accounts for 18.3 per cent of
the Covid-19 cases in the United States, according to the US Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

2023 POLLS TO SET TONE FOR 2024; WILL
BJP GET CLOSER TO 'CONG-MUKT BHARAT'?
Year 2022 was a milestone for the BJP in terms of electoral success
as it secured a record breaking win in its strongest bastion, Gujarat.
The par ty also created a record by retaining power in Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Goa and Manipur.
It, however, failed to form government in Himachal Pradesh. The par ty
that raised the slogan of 'Congress-mukt bharat', was defeated by the
Congress in the hill state. Given this, now 2023 will be crucial for the
saffron par ty as the elections to be held in the year would decide the
course of the 2024 Lok Sabha elections.

I CONTD. ON PAGE 7

I CONTD. ON PAGE 13

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday had a telephone conversation
with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy regarding India's G20
presidency.
Modi also conveyed to Ukraine India's support for any peace efforts and
assured its commitment to continue providing humanitarian assistance
for affected civilian population.
Zelenskyy conveyed his best wishes for India's presidency of G20. Modi
explained the main priorities of India's G20 Presidency, including giving
a voice to the concerns of developing nations on issues like food and
energy security.
The two leaders discussed oppor tunities for strengthening bilateral
cooperation.
The Prime Minister requested Ukraine authorities to facilitate arrangements
for the continued education of Indian students who had to return from
Ukraine earlier this year.
The leaders also exchanged
views about the ongoing
conflict in Ukraine.
Modi strongly reiterated
his call for an immediate
cessation of hostilities,
and said that both sides
should revert to dialogue
and diplomacy to find a
lasting solution to their
differences, official
sources said.

ISLAMABAD, (IANS): Shehbaz Sharif, the current sitting Prime Minister
of Pakistan is well known as "Shehbaz Speed" for his standout development
work in the country's largest province Punjab, during his multiple tenures
as Chief Minister. But the year 2022 became the year of forward movement
in politics from provincial setup to a federal setup for Shehbaz Sharif,
who, after being elected as Member of the National Assembly (MNA)
during the 2018 general elections, became the leader of the opposition
benches against the Imran Khan regime. Shehbaz Sharif, who comes
from the political family of the Sharifs, whose elder brother and former
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif led his political par ty, the Pakistan Muslim
League - Nawaz (PML-N) to historical victories in elections and
became the Prime Minister, remained as the second in command to
Nawaz Sharif, which many believe was the power behind the Sharif
politics. After Nawaz Sharif was sentenced to jail on corruption references
and removed from premiership and as PML-N's head, it was Shehbaz Sharif
who took over as the President of the party. Shehbaz Sharif's entry into the
federal setup as opposition leader was the first step towards the pathway
for the ruling premiership as after ousting Imran Khan through the no-
confidence vote in the parliament, which was again headed by Shehbaz
Sharif along with other coalition political parties; Shehbaz Sharif was
made the Prime Minister of Pakistan. While for many, Shehbaz Sharif's
premiership was supposed to be shortlived as the Pakistan Democratic
Alliance (PDM) the 13-party anti-Imran Khan alliance took power with an
agenda to hold early elections in the
country; Imran Khan's uproar among
the masses against his ouster gave
way to Shehbaz Sharif's time
in office to complete its
constitutional term.

I CONTD. ON PAGE 14
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Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW

WITH KAPIL SHARMA AND

NANDITA DAS

Y MEDIA: THE OFFICIAL MEDIA

PARTNER OF THIS YEAR'S TORONTO

INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL!

Y MEDIA IS THE OFFICIAL MEDIA PARTNER OF THIS YEAR’S TORONTO INTERNATIONAL FILM
FESTIVAL! IF YOU WANT TO KNOW WHICH CELEBRITIES ARE GOING TO WALK ON RED CARPET,
WHICH FILMS ARE GETTING LAUNCHED, WHICH BIG SOUTH ASIAN FILMS ARE BEING RELEASED,
STAY TUNED TO ALL OF Y MEDIA PLATFORMS- MIDWEEK NEWSPAPER, CHANNEL Y, Y MEDIA PLUS,
RADIO Y- FM 91.9, SOUTHASIANDAILY.COM;  CALL AT 416-475-5000 FOR MORE DETAILS.

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE WITH

OSCAR WINNER A.R. RAHMAN

22

33

Y MEDIA TEAM AT ANIL

AGARWAL HONORING

CEREMONY BY CIF

WATCH Y MEDIA GROUP EDITOR & CEO YUDHVIR JASWAL EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH VEDANTA FOUNDER ANIL AGARWAL ONLY ON CHANNEL Y BELL 828, TELUS 2418, ROGERS 857, AND IGNITE 707.

TIFF: Y MEDIA MEETS STARS

OF KACCHEY LIMBU

EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEWS WITH - RADHIKA MADAN AND AYUSH MEHRA.
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Y MEDIA GROUP EDITOR EDITOR & CEO

YUDHVIR JASWAL, ALONG WITH Y

MEDIA'S TEAM, WAS HONOURED BY REAL

ESTATE TYCOON PK SABBARWAL,ONE OF

THE LEADING REAL ESTATE

PERSONALITIES IN CANADA

Y MEDIA GROUP EDITOR EDITOR & CEO YUDHVIR JASWAL, ALONG WITH Y MEDIA'S TEAM, WAS HONOURED BY REAL ESTATE TYCOON PK SABBARWAL, ONE OF THE LEADING REAL ESTATE PERSONALITIES
IN CANADA, ALONG WITH FAMOUS REALTOR SAURABH SABBARWAL (TEAM SABBARWAL) IN MISSISSAUGA. ALSO SEEN IN THE PICTURE ARE JAKE DHEER, SENIOR MANAGER, OMNI TELEVISION AT ROGERS
SPORTS & MEDIA INC. &  PANKAJ MONGA, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER.

1ST ANNUAL Y MEDIA, BATTS

BADMINTON TOURNAMENT

A TREMENDOUS SUCCESS

27

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: Y MEDIA

GROUP EDITOR YUDHVIR JASWAL

MEETS HIS EXCELLENCY SHRI MR.

SANJAY KUMAR VERMA, INDIA'S

HIGH COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE

TO CANADA IN TORONTO

FROM EXTREME LEFT TO RIGHT: GUNJAN VERMA, WIFE OF H.E. MR. SANJAY KUMAR VERMA; HIS EXCELLENCY SHRI MR. SANJAY KUMAR VERMA, INDIA'S HIGH COMMISSIONER-DESIGNATE TO CANADA; JAKE
DHEER, SENIOR MANAGER, OMNI TELEVISION AT ROGERS SPORTS & MEDIA INC.; APOORVA SRIVASTAVA, INDIA'S CONSUL GENERAL IN TORONTO & YUDHVIR JASWAL, Y MEDIA GROUP EDITOR & CEO.

INDIAN LOK SABHA SPEAKER OM

BIRLA ARRIVES IN TORONTO FOR

65TH COMMONWEALTH

PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE

(FROM EXTREME LEFT: ICICI BANK MEMBERS, APOORVA SRIVASTAVA (CONSUL GENERAL OF INDIA), MR. DHILLON (HUSBAND OF INDERJIT DHILLON), LOK SABHA SPEAKER OM BIRLA, SHAHEED BHAGAT SINGH'S
NIECE INDERJIT DHILLON, Y MEDIA GROUP EDITOR AND CEO YUDHVIR JASWAL, Y MEDIA COO GURPREET SINGH LOONA).

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE - GROUP EDITOR

YUDHVIR JASWAL INTERVIEWS  PREMIER

DOUG FORD ON CHANNEL Y
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Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE - GROUP EDITOR

YUDHVIR JASWAL INTERVIEWS  PRIME

MINISTER TRUDEAU  ON CHANNEL Y
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Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: CIF &

INVEST UP SIGN MOU TO

PROMOTE INVESTMENT IN

UTTAR PRADESH

FROM EXTREME LEFT TO RIGHT: SATISH THAKKAR, CHAIR, CIF; ABHISHEK PRAKASH, CEO OF INVEST UP; MAHESH KUMAR GUPTA, ADDITIONAL SECRETARY, ENERGY, UP GOVERNMENT; SHRI DHARAMPAL SINGH,
HON. MINISTER, ANIMAL HUSBANDRY & DAIRY DEVELOPMENT; HON. SATISH MAHANA, THE SPEAKER OF THE UP ASSEMBLY; NINA TANGRI, MPP MISSISSAUGA-STREETSVILLE; DURGA SHANKAR MISHRA, CHIEF
SECRETARY, UP GOVERNMENT; APOORVA SRIVASTAVA, INDIA’S CONSUL GENERAL IN TORONTO & ALOK KUMAR, PRINCIPAL SECRETARY, MEDICAL EDUCATION DEPARTMENT, GOVERNMENT OF UTTAR PRADESH.

Y MEDIA AT ‘ONTARIO’S CRIME PREVENTION

WEEK’: JOINT EFFORT OF MANY ORGANIZATIONS

WITH CRIME PREVENTION GOAL OF ‘SAFER,

STRONGER, TOGETHER’ COMMUNITY

Y MEDIA TEAM AT ARTHRITIS

SOCIETY CANADA’S

INAUGURAL ARTHRITIS

FIREBALL EVENT

34

35

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: VEDANTA

FOUNDER ANIL AGARWAL

HONOURED WITH GLOBAL INDIAN

AWARD BY CIF IN CANADA

FROM L TO R: ANSHUL RUHIL, CHAIRMAN RUHIL HOLDINGS, RITESH MALIK, NATIONAL CONVENER CIF, HON. HELENA JACZEK, FEDERAL MINISTER OF GOVT SERVICES & PROCUREMENT, ANIL AGARWAL, CHAIRMAN
VEDANTA GROUP, HON. DOUG FORD, PREMIER OF ONTARIO, HON. MARY NG, FEDERAL MINISTER OF SMB, EXPORT PROMOTION & INT TRADE, NORTON KOTHARI, CHAIRMAN, KOTHARI GROUP, SATISH THAKKAR,
CHAIR, CIF, APOORVA SRIVASTAVA, CONSUL GENERAL OF INDIA, TORONTO AND AMANDA STROHAN, DHC OF CANADA, NEW DELHI.
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Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE WITH JAZZY B

Y MEDIA GROUP EDITOR & CEO

YUDHVIR JASWAL WELCOMES

HONOURABLE KULTAR SINGH

SANDHWAN (SPEAKER OF THE

PUNJAB LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY)

AT CHANNEL Y STUDIOS
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Y MEDIA  EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH

FEMINA MISS INDIA INTERNATIONAL

WINNER AND INDIAN-AMERICAN

ACTRESS POOJA BATRA

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: THOUSANDS

ATTEND THE NAMING OF

AHMADIYYA PARK IN BRAMPTON

31
(FROM EXTREME LEFT: YUDHVIR JASWAL, Y MEDIA GROUP EDITOR & CEO; MP SONIA SIDHU; MINISTER OF SENIORS & MP KAMAL KHERA;
ASHFAQ AHMED AMJ BRAMPTON; BRAMPTON MAYORAL CANDIDATE PATRICK BROWN; LAL KHAN MALIK PRESIDENT AMJ CANADA).

PANORAMA INDIA, WITH

SUPPORT OF THE CONSULATE

GENERAL OF INDIA, TORONTO

CELEBRATED INDIA'S 75TH

ANNIVERSARY OF

INDEPENDENCE DAY“

Y MEDIA EXCLUSICE

INTERVIEW WITH

FORMER CONSERVATIVE

LEADER“CANDICE

BERGEN

“Y MEDIA BIG SHOT” PRESENTS

INDIA VS PAKISTAN LIVE

COVERAGE AT ANOKHI

BRAMPTON
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CIF AND INVEST UP SIGN MOU TO PROMOTE INVESTMENT IN UTTAR PRADESH
Toronto, December 9, 2022: Canada India Foundation (CIF) and Invest UP,
an arm of the Government of Uttar Pradesh (UP), India signed an MoU on
December 9, 2022 in Toronto to jointly explore avenues of investment
opportunities in UP for Canadian investors. This announcement was made
at a reception hosted by CIF for the Invest UP delegation to Canada, led by
the Hon. Speaker of the UP Assembly, Shri Satish Mahana. It included
Shri Dharampal Singh, Hon. Minister, Animal Husbandry & Dairy
Development, D.S. Mishra, Chief Secretary, Government of UP, Abhishek
Prakash, CEO, Invest UP and several top officials representing UP
government, Confederation of Indian Industries, and Deloitte India.
The high-level delegation was on a roadshow tour, seeking investment
support from business leaders in North America. Uttar Pradesh, India’s
most populous state with a population of 240 million, has set in motion an
aggressive growth agenda. The Invest UP mission has projected an
ambitious goal of $120 billion in investment in the next five years.
Speaking at the occasion, Satish Thakkar, Chair, CIF, lauded the Invest UP
delegation and the entire
administration under the dynamic
chief minister Yogi Adityanath for
setting a searing pace for the
economic growth of the state. He
said: “UP is on an unprecedented
growth trajectory. We extend our
total support to UP government and
Invest UP in particular in their efforts to become a $1 trillion economy.”
Thakkar highlighted the sectors that find mention in Invest UP literature,
identifying particular areas where Canada is in a unique position to make
investments like Agro and Allied, Cold chain logistics; Renewable Energy
and Electric Vehicles; Aerospace; Start-ups; Data Centres and Hospitality.
Thakkar noted, “Many of our members are successful entrepreneurs in
the hospitality sector. UP has some of the most compelling tourist
attractions anywhere in the world, including spiritual tourism. This is an
area that can benefit immensely from the exper tise of Indo Canadian
entrepreneurs.”
Thakkar explained some of the current initiatives by CIF that find synergy
with UP Invest vision. “We believe that we are in a unique position to
spread the good news about UP to Canadian businesses and the larger
mainstream. I hope this MoU will result in a very long and rewarding
relationship between CIF and Invest UP.”
Ms. Apoorva Srivastava, India’s
Consul General in Toronto, thanked
CIF and the Invest UP delegation and
urged the Canadian investor
community to take advantage of the
oppor tunities offered by Uttar
Pradesh.

Hon. Satish Mahana, the Speaker of the UP
Assembly, recalled that following PM Modi’s
setting a target of $5 trillion for India, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath initiated UP’s first
Investors’ Summit in 2018. “The economic
activity picked up momentum. There has been
a tremendous push towards development in the state since then.”
Mr. Durga Shankar Mishra, Chief Secretary,
UP Government, and the man generally
credited with the successful execution of the
Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) project,
shared with the gathering a very impressive
and detailed presentation that highlighted the
numerous sectors waiting to be tapped.
He elaborated on the steps being taken to
quadruple UP’s current GSDP (Gross State Domestic product) of $250 billion to $1
trillion in five years. The Global Investors’ Summit, according to him, has already
received an investment commitment of $30 billion. “This gives us enough
confidence to raise our target from the current $120 billion. We invite everyone of
you to come to the Investor’s Summit in Lucknow (February 10-12, 2023)
and see for yourself the great opportunities we have for you.”
Mr. Mahesh Kumar Gupta, Additional
Secretary, Energy, UP Government, noted
in his address that already 600 Canadian
companies are active in India and more
than a thousand are actively pursuing
opportunities. “Canada and India are natural
partners in each other’s growth story,” he said.
He pointed out that Uttar Pradesh today has one of the fastest growing economies
at 11%. “Our GSDP has grown by 65% since 2016. The state has a zero-tolerance
policy towards crime and corruption. With an abundance of natural resources and
the largest consumer market and the biggest MSME base in India, UP has a
multitude of opportunities for the investors. We are expecting almost 10,000
participants at the UP Investors’ Summit to be held in February 2023.”
A lively Q&A followed during which members posed questions, seeking
clarifications from the delegation on many aspects of investing in Canada.
Among the many well-wishers who spoke in support of the delegation
and welcoming the initiatives were: MPP Nina Tangri, MPP Deepak
Anand, former Canadian Senator, Dr. Asha Seth, and Honorary Col. Hari
Panday who presented tokens of appreciation from the Canadian Army to
the delegation.
Nina Tangri presented the delegation with a Cer tificate of Recognition
from the Premier of Ontario, Doug Ford.
Sunita Vyas, National Co-convener, CIF, emceed the evening.
Mr. Abhishek Prakash, CEO of Invest UP, thanked CIF and the participants
and presented mementoes to the CIF team and its Canadian supporters.

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: BRAMPTON MPS DISCUSS CANADA’S INDO-PACIFIC STRATEGY:
SUPPORTING LONG-TERM GROWTH, PROSPERITY, AND SECURITY FOR CANADIANS

As Honorable Minister Melanie Joly has announced in Vancouver, the
Government of Canada is moving forward with a new Indo-Pacific
Strategy that will bring in $2.3 billion in investments over the next 5
years to strengthen Canada’s relationship with the Indo-Pacific region.
This plan involves every facet of our society. This policy can be accessed
here: Canada’s strategy for the Indo-Pacific.
“The future of the Indo-Pacific is our future; we have a role to play in
shaping it. To do so, we need to be a true, reliable partner. Today, we are
putting forward a truly Canadian strategy—one that involves every facet
of our society. It sends a clear message to the region that Canada is
here, and they can trust we are here to stay,” Minister Joly said.
The Indo-Pacific Strategy targets five main objectives:
1. Peace, resiliency, and security
2. Expanded trade, investment, and supply-chain resilience
3. Investing in and connecting people
4. Building a sustainable and green future
5. Canada as an active and engaged partner in the Indo-Pacific
Sean Fraser, Minister of Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship, said,
“The Indo-Pacific region is vital for Canada’s immigration and will
continue to be in the future. Today’s announcement brings significant

new funding to help boost Canada’s visa application processing capacity
at home and abroad. As we look to record growth in admissions in the
years ahead, this funding will help promote greater diversity among
those looking to work and study in Canada.”
6. Member of Parliament for Brampton Centre, Shafqat Ali, organized a
round table at his constituency office this evening with local ethnic
media and community stakeholders. MP Maninder Sidhu, parliamentary
secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, MP Sonia Sidhu, and MP
Ruby Sahota also joined. MP Maninder Sidhu updated the media on the
announcement.
The media roundtable was focused on Canada’s investment in enhancing
visa processing center in Islamabad, Pakistan, to suppor t stronger
people-to-people ties. $74.6 million will be invested to enhance the visa
processing capacity within Canada’s centralized network in the Indo-
Pacific region including the cities of Islamabad, New Delhi, Chandigarh,
and Manila.
Further, MP Ali discussed the impact of the new Indo-Pacific Strategy
on the Pakistani community in Canada and its effects on the South and
Southeast Asian Diaspora. After MP Maninder Sidhu’s details regarding
the policy, MP Ali thanked the media and stakeholders for their time.

THE GREATEST GIFT THIS HOLIDAY
SEASON: DOMENIC PRIMUCCI,

PRESIDENT PIZZA NOVA

CONTD. FROM PAGE 1
A look at the news, today, it’s clear we’re also facing challenging
economic times. Many of us are choosing to tone things down this
year when it comes to our festivities. This year, more than ever, will
be a hard year for most Canadians, but for different reasons than we
saw during the pandemic. As food prices soar, and inflation continues
to increase, many people must make the hard decision to cut back.
It is no surprise that food banks cannot keep up with demand, and
that families are turning to charitable organizations to ensure there
are gifts under the tree.
In the weeks leading up to the holiday period, I’m asking my team,
and own family, to consider the real meaning of community: the
coming together of people and the importance of this. I believe a
strong community is the answer to getting through this season. We
simply do not know the impact the current environment may be
having on our families, loved ones, friends, acquaintances—and
strangers. We know cutting back is a must for everyone—but cutting
out community support is not the answer.
As a young boy, I saw firsthand how community helped build
businesses, feed families and, ultimately, improve or even save
lives. Christmas time was about being together—because that’s
what we had. Being part of a supportive community made all the
difference, especially when everyone pitched in.
Time and time again we see how in uncertain times, it’s because of
community that people in need have pulled through. Indeed, the
community has helped people survive tough periods like the one
we are living through right now.
Being grounded in my community gave me purpose growing up,
and that’s why doing the same with those around me and our brand’s
franchisees has become an essential element of our business and
Pizza Nova culture. This year we continue our par tnership with
SickKids on a new initiative from which funds will help build a new
state-of-the-ar t hospital and patient suppor t buildings, continue
breakthrough research, and build partnerships across the country.
We all watch the news and understand the need to be budget
conscious, but there are many gestures beyond an outlay of cash
that can build up members within a community. The first step is to
check in with your local hospital, school, shelter, community, or
faith-based organization to see if they can direct your energy or interests
—to participate in food drives, volunteer, donate clothes or toys you are no
longer using. But even beyond that, let’s all take a few moments in
silence, away from the noise and clutter of our everyday lives, to
see whom in our close circles and networks, is suffering and in
need of a sign that someone cares for them. You never know, perhaps
even the smallest act will make the greatest difference.

Y  M E D I A  I N  2 0 2 2

CONTD. FROM PAGE 1
This marks an increase of 11.2 per cent as the XBB variant
continues to drive up cases in Singapore. Omicron subvariants
BQ.1 and BQ.1.1 accounted for about 70 per cent of new cases
in the US. The total number of confirmed Covid cases in the US
have surpassed 100 million, according to data from Johns
Hopkins University, since the pandemic broke out almost three
years ago, with a total of more than 1 million deaths.
Japan is facing an ongoing eighth wave of the pandemic and the
country registered 206,943 new cases. South Korea's new Covid
cases remained below 70,000 for the second straight day on
Saturday, while new coronavirus-related deaths hit a three-month
high. The chief of the World Health Organization (WHO) has said
that he hopes that Covid-19 will no longer be a global health
emergency sometime next year. WHO Director-General Tedros
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said that the WHO Covid-19 Emergency
Committee will discuss next month the criteria for declaring an
end to the Covid-19 emergency. "We're hopeful that at some
point next year, we will be able to say that Covid-19 is no longer
a global health emergency," he said, adding that however, SARS-
CoV-2 virus, the culprit behind the Covid-19 pandemic, will not
go away. Kir ti Sabnis, Infectious Disease Specialist at For tis
Hospital in Kalyan, Mumbai, told IANS that when a pandemic
becomes endemic, it means that the disease is present in a
par ticular community or globally, and there is enough immunity
among the population to control outbreaks. "Also, the infections
can continue to affect vulnerable members of the community.
While an endemic may not experience large outbreaks, it also
means that it will not be completely eradicated," she said. Health
exper ts said that it is harder to predict if Covid-19 will become
endemic in 2023 because it is a respiratory virus that tends to
mutate, similar to other Influenza viruses. "If multiple mutations
change the virus's protein structure or its ability to attach to
cells, it could give rise to new strains. However, if the current
protection of the immunity to the virus is sufficient to prevent
severe disease or reduce transmission, then definitely Covid
can become endemic," Sabnis said.
It is uncer tain when or if Covid-19 will become endemic, but it
is unlikely that we will be able to completely eliminate it. Exper ts
said that we may see occasional outbreaks, par ticularly during
flu season or if new mutations emerge, as is currently happening
in China. "The transmission of the virus in India and the level of
immunity acquired through previous vaccination and community
transmission wil l  also inf luence its potential to become
endemic. However, it seems unlikely that there will be significant
new outbreaks or that the virus will become endemic in the next
2-3 months," Sabnis said.

WILL THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC BECOME
AN ENDEMIC IN 2023? EXPERTS REVEAL
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A COMPLETE VIEW OF INDIA
D.C. PATHAK

DISCLAIMER: THE WRITER IS A FORMER DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE
BUREAU.THE OPINIONS EXPRESSED WITHIN THIS ARTICLE ARE THE
PERSONAL IDEAS OF THE AUTHOR. THE FACTS AND CONCLUSIONS
APPEARING IN THE ARTICLE DO NOT REFLECT THE VIEWS OF Y MEDIA
AND MIDWEEK NEWSPAPER, AND Y MEDIA DOES NOT ASSUME ANY
RESPONSIBILITY OR LIABILITY FOR THE SAME.

There is little doubt that Prime Minister Narendra Modi with his clean
image and ability to drive the country's polity on the path of development
through macro-level infrastructure build up on one hand and emphasis on
startups on the other, has earned his position as the tallest leader in the
eyes of the people.
For the sceptics still wondering if India is a nation, Prime Minister Modi
in this year's Independence Day speech defined - in his own inimitable
style - the 'idea of India' by combining its past, present and the future and
placed before the world what can be called India's national strategy of
fostering security, development and integrity.
The address had the distinction of keeping internal politics away and
focusing totally on India's forward looking mission and the points of reform
that need to be considered for preserving a healthy national outlook.
It was a remarkable framework of strategic directions specified by the
Prime Minister in which a democratic, inclusive and progressive India
would proceed in the times to come. The speech covered all major aspects
of national life - position of India as a world power, development as well
as future of the youth, cultural roots, participative role of the states in
nation-building and importance of maintenance of internal order with
special reference to crime against women.
The Prime Minister spoke with a sense of dedication towards the nation,
conviction and self-belief and enhanced his image as a statesman.
It is worth recalling the thematic points of Modi's Red Fort address for
these evidently represent the gist of his strategy of governance for the
times ahead. He highlighted the aspirational character of Indian society
marked by preponderance of youth and struck a note of optimism amidst
the difficult situation of unemployment, by acknowledging that the youth
have the right to demand a faster economic growth and better opportunities.
He had at the back of his mind the swiftness with which his government
responded to the sudden Covid onslaught - a crisis of unprecedented
scale - by focusing on vaccine research and production and later working
out a 'bottom up' approach to economic recovery in which 'vocal for local'
carrying India towards self-reliance became a brilliant way out of the
economic dump that the pandemic had created.
India with its history of 'village economy' was attuned to sustaining the
society on localised demand and supply even as it showed its sheer
brain power in catching up with 'globalisation' - an upshot of the success
of information technology revolution that had caused the transition of the
world from industrial age to the age of information and knowledge
economy.
Economic recovery still is work in progress but Prime Minister Modi
gets the credit for leading the country by 'riding a crisis' and in the process
putting India on the world map for handling the Covid onslaught
successfully - with a rare political will. He reflected a confident optimism
- that was well placed - with regard to the future prospect of India.
A remarkable achievement of the Modi regime is the distinct mark that

India reached - in a short span of time - in earning the recognition of the
international community as an influencer of global geopolitics, because
of its success not only in handling the Covid crisis, but also in pursuing a
foreign and security policy that is totally independent, free of 'alignments'
and driven by thoughts of world peace.
It was quite legitimate for Prime Minister Modi to say that India's goal is
to work for a 'Vikasit Bharat' at a time when the country - in his words -
has become 'a ray of hope for the world'.
He urged all citizens - in that spirit - to focus on their own commitment to
India's development. It was a befitting call for making the country great
both from within as well as in the eyes of the world outside.
Presentation of a broad vision of this kind looked appropriate for an
Independence Day address. The Prime Minister urged the citizens to
advance with full conviction about a developed India, get rid of any sense
of 'slavery' and take pride in the nation's history and heritage.
He commended 'diversity' and 'inclusiveness' as the great features of
India's culture, but refrained from using the word 'secular' for good reasons.
Introduced in the Preamble of the Indian Constitution by late Indira Gandhi
when she was the Prime Minister, this adjective always raised
controversies in the context of defining the 'idea of India' - often because
it was politically interpreted as a marker of the 'special position' of the
Muslim minority here.
In democratic India, which is governed through the free and fair electoral
practice of 'one man one vote' -regardless of distinction of caste, creed
and gender - secularism was built into the state and was not meant to
come in the way of the nation drawing strength and inspiration from the
glory of its civilisational past.
Modi reminded all Indians that 'when we are committed to our roots, then
only can we fly high'. While declaring that 'India is the mother of democracy',
he reiterated that 'diversity is its strength'. This diversity is not to be
invoked for instigating separatism at home. The Prime Minister
significantly mentioned the enlarged motto of 'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas' to highlight inclusivity.
It is in this context that Prime Minister Modi acknowledged from the
ramparts of the Red Fort the contributions made to the cause of freedom
by 'revolutionaries' who sacrificed their lives for it but were kept excluded
from the historical accounts of the struggle for Independence advanced
by the protagonists of the Congress-led freedom movement.
This anomaly needed an urgent correction. The Prime Minister mentioned
Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, Rajendra Prasad, Lal Bahadur Shastri,
Babasaheb Ambedkar, Vir Savarkar, Shyama Prasad Mukherjee, Nanaji
Deshmukh, Deen Dayal Upadhyaya and Ram Manohar Lohia, among
others, for their contributions.
He also recalled Mangal Pandey, Tantya Tope, Maharani Laxmi Bai and

Begum Hazrat Mahal, leaders of the 1857 anti-British revolt looked upon
as the 'First War of Independence', and went on to name Bhagat Singh,
Sukhdev, Rajguru, Chandra Shekhar Azaad, Ram Prasad Bismil, Ashfaqulla
Khan, Rani Chennamma, Virsa Munda and Rani Gaidinliu and saluted
them all as the architects of free India.
The Prime Minister included the freedom fighters of all communities,
tribes and regions and from different periods of time to send across the
message of India being 'one nation'. One cannot envisage a more
purposeful address to the nation ever given from Red Fort.
Howsoever indirect, the Prime Minister's references to some key points
of the internal situation were timely and effective. He identified the states
with the Centre by stating that 'when our states grow, India grows' and
urged the states to take to 'cooperative and competitive federalism'.
He indirectly drew attention to the prevailing law and order scene with
reference to crime against women - which is a direct responsibility of the
states - by expressing his regret that 'respect for women who are an
important pillar of India's growth' is not adequate.
This connects with his specific mention of women warriors who had
fought against the British. In the context of law and order, this country
must quickly move towards eliminating gangs indulging in trafficking of
women and kidnapping of children on a priority basis and for this the
Centre must take due cognisance of the continued failure of a state
government and take recourse to a Constitutional remedy after
administering two warnings with regard to the incidence of these crimes
that have the potential of causing internal destabilisation.
Equally impor tant was the Prime Minister's call that 'we must rid the
country of nepotistic thinking and push it towards a merit-based society'.
He declared that 'corruption has to be fully eliminated' and implicitly put
the current drive of the concerned central agencies in a perspective
before the citizens at large.
Prime Minister Modi managed to keep his address above internal polity.
In a way, he successfully used the important occasion to spell out his
government's approach to the entire spectrum of governance as well as
the strategy adopted by India in the spheres of economic growth, national
security and international relations.
The address was in Prime Minister's typical conversational style and
was understood and absorbed by the common Indian and the strategic
observers alike.
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Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: CANADA WILL CHALLENGE CHINA WHERE IT
NEEDS TO: MINISTER ANAND DISCUSSES INDO-PACIFIC STRATEGY

In an exclusive interview with Y Media Group Editor and CEO Yudhvir Jaswal,
Anita Anand, Canada's Minister of National Defence, discussed Canada's
newly unveiled Indo-Pacific strategy that termed China as "increasingly
disruptive" and India as a "crucial partner."
On the new Indo-Pacific policy, Minister Anand told Y Media, "the global
environment is evolving. The Indo-Pacific is the world's fastest-growing region
and is home to six of Canada's top 13 trading partners. Many Canadians,
including me, have roots in the area. One in five immigrants to Canada was
born in India alone. From a domestic person-to-person standpoint and an
economic perspective, we need to be fully aware and involved and present in
the Indo-Pacific." When asked how Canada is dealing with China, Minister
Anand said Canada "will challenge China where it needs to, and cooperate
where it must. Canada must and will take this very seriously, including from
a defence perspective." She fur ther added Canada is increasing naval
deployments in the Indo-Pacific to contribute to global peace and security.
"We are doing Indo-Pacific strategies across several areas- trade, immigration,
enhanced diplomacy, defence. Canada will continue to respond as we need
to the world's fastest-growing region," Minister Anand told Y Media.
On Canada-India's growing relationship, Minister Anand said, "India is

becoming the world's most populous country, and it is looking to expand its
commercial relationships, especially in the area of food, technology and
energy. Canadian businesses and diaspora are looking to ensure that trade
relationships can grow.'
Canada is developing those businesses by enhancing and ensuring a trade
agreement with India. "We are moving towards a Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement with India by ensuring we have a Canada-India desk
within the Trade Commission service to facilitate questions and reach out to
Canadian businesses," Minister Anand told Y Media.
Minister Anand confirmed that Canada is strengthening visa processing
capacity in Delhi and Chandigarh by investing nearly $2.3 billion over the next
five years. On the Khalistan referendum, Defence Minister Anand told Y
Media, "Canada will always stand up for free expression and freedom of the
press. And we need to ensure that we allow the exercise of those values.
Canada will respect and always stand up for every country's territorial integrity,
including India." You can watch this exclusive interview only on Channel Y
Bell 828, Telus 2418, Rogers 857, Ignite 707 and Y Media Plus. For more
information, you can also visit our website, southasiandaily.com or
ymediaplus.com. Follow us on our Twitter and Facebook pages: Y Media, to
stay updated with the latest events. Read our 'Midweek' newspaper published
every Tuesday, to know what is happening in Canada and worldwide.

CONTD. FROM PAGE 1
On the ongoing FIFA World Cup, Poilievre said Canada "should
champion soccer as we have a diverse population that contributes
to our soccer culture."
When asked if he liked anything about Trudeau's foreign policy,
Pierre laughingly said, "Trudeau is generally on the wrong track."
You can watch this exclusive interview only on Channel Y Bell
828, Telus 2418, Rogers 857, Ignite 707 and Y Media Plus. For
more information, you can also visit our website,
southasiandaily.com or ymediaplus.com. Follow us on our Twitter
and Facebook pages: Y Media, to stay updated with the latest
events. Read our 'Midweek' newspaper published every Tuesday,
to know what is happening in Canada and worldwide.

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: WE NEED TO
STAND ON OUR FEET: POILIEVRE ON
CANADA-CHINA TENSE RELATIONS

"Merry Christmas, everyone!
"Like millions of Canadians, my family is excited to gather around
the Christmas tree and spend some quality time together. It's the
time of year when things slow down a little bit, when Christmas
movies - including Die Hard - are on repeat, when some of us
keep an ear out for the sound of reindeer on the roof, and when
we all take a moment to appreciate those who make our lives
special. "This year, I'm thinking of Canadians who go the extra
mile to make our country a better place. I'm thinking of members
of the Canadian Armed Forces who are protecting our country
and the values we share. I'm thinking of the doctors, nurses, and
first responders who will be working throughout the holidays.
And I'm thinking of everyday Canadians who find ways to show
up for their friends and neighbours.
"2022 was a challenging year, and for many this holiday season
won't be easy. But I'm confident that Canadians will continue to
be there for each other in 2023 - because that's just who we are.
We show up for each other. And when times are tough, we stand
together. "We've been through a lot as a country, but through it all
Canadians have demonstrated the true meaning of generosity,
kindness, and hope. For Christians, this is a special time where
we celebrate the birth of Christ and the promise of peace and joy
that comes with it. No matter your beliefs, these are values you
can bring as you celebrate the season.
"So, as we come together under the twinkle of Christmas lights,
as we share a glass of good cheer with friends and colleagues,
as we welcome the cousins, uncles, aunts, nieces, and nephews
we haven't seen in so long, and as we celebrate those unique
traditions that reflect Canada's diversity - let's remind ourselves
how fortunate we are to live in a country of peace.
"Canada is a country where families can live out their faith and
be proud of the communities they represent. As we look ahead to
the new year, let's continue to stand together as we build a better
future for all Canadians.
"From my family to yours, Sophie, Xavier, Ella-Grace, Hadrien,
and I wish you joy, health, love, and peace this holiday season.
"Merry Christmas."

THE PRIME MINISTER, JUSTIN
TRUDEAU,  ISSUED THE FOLLOWING

STATEMENT ON CHRISTMAS

POOJA LUTHRA
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CANADA TO WELCOME 500K NEW IMMIGRANTS

IN 2025, SAYS MINISTER FRASER

POOJA LUTHRA

CONTD. FROM PAGE 1
Canada has increased its 2023 immigration target to 465,000 and its 2024 target to
485,000, up 4 per cent and 7.5 per cent, respectively.
Canada’s immigration goals include regional immigration, growing the economy,
reuniting families, and offering asylum to refugees fleeing hardship abroad, Minister
Fraser tells Y Media.
“We are taking focus on regional migration to make sure that we’re getting people
to move through parts of Canada that have the capacity to ensure that they can
succeed.” Minister Fraser tells Y Media, “Canada wants to encourage more
people to think about not just the largest cities in the country, but also smaller
communities and rural communities. Ensuring every region of the country benefits
from increased immigration is very important. But it’s not just a piece of
regionalization. The new changes we’ve made to the Express Entry System will
allow us to more effectively target the newcomers who can make the biggest
contribution given the needs of the Canadian economy. The flexibility will allow us
to choose who comes to Canada based on which profession that they work in, or
which part of the country that they are destined for. We’ll be able to advance
targeted solutions that bring the people that are needed to the communities where
they’re needed as a result of these changes.” In 2021, Canada broke its all-time
immigration record by welcoming over 405,000 immigrants. Most new permanent
residents immigrate through economic class programs such as those within the
Express Entry system or through Provincial Nomination Programs (PNPs).
According to the new plan, there will be 82,880 Express Entry landings in 2023,
109,020 in 2024 and 114,000 in 2025.
The PNP will remain Canada’s leading admissions program for economic class
immigrants with 105,500 PNP landings in 2023, 110,000 in 2024 and 117,500 in
2025. Canada will continue to look to welcome some 80,000 new immigrants per
year under the Spouses, Partners and Children program.
Minister Fraser says that targets for the Parents and Grandparents Program will
rise to 28,500 in 2023, 34,000 in 2024, and 36,000 in 2025. “I think sometimes we

are guilty as a society of treating immigration, just like an economic issue. It’s also
about ensuring people can be with their loved ones here in Canada.”
“In addition to the increase of parents and grandparents, there are two policy
changes that we’ve made, or we’ll be making that will make it easier for people to
be together while they wait for their permanent residency. The first involves changes
to the Super Visa Program, where we’ve extended the potential for a person to
remain in Canada for up to 10 years. In addition, we’re working right now to
establish a temporary visa for spouses who are applying to become permanent
residents of Canada. This will allow people to be alongside their loved ones in
Canada with a valid legal status while they’re waiting to become permanent
residents.”
The most recent job vacancy data showed there were 958,500 open roles in
Canada in August and 1 million unemployed people.
To tackle this, international students in Canada can work more than 20 hours from
November 15, 2022, till December 31, 2023.
The economy lost almost $13 billion over the past year due to a nationwide labour
and skill shortage in the manufacturing sector, the Canadian Manufacturers and
Exporters’ labour survey of 563 manufacturers in 17 industries across the country
found. According to reports, labour shortages are further impacted by Canada’s
low birth rate of 1.4 children per woman, one of the lowest globally.
According to a report, nine million people, or nearly a quarter of Canada’s population,
will reach retirement age by 2030, creating an urgent shortage of workers throughout
all sectors of the economy. When asked by Yudhvir Jaswal what multiculturalism
means to him, Minister Fraser says, “one of the great things about Canada, in my
opinion, is that we have room for diversity of thought and a range of different
opinions. Canada’s multiculturalism is actually one of our great strengths.”
You can watch this exclusive interview only on Channel Y Bell 828, Telus 2418,
Rogers 857, Ignite 707 and Y Media Plus. For more information, you can also visit
our website, southasiandaily.com or ymediaplus.com. Follow us on our Twitter
and Facebook pages: Y Media, to stay updated with the latest events. Read our
‘Midweek’ newspaper published every Tuesday to know what is happening in
Canada and worldwide.

Y  M E D I A  E X C LU S I V E

C A N A D A
CANADA’S INFLATION IN NOVEMBER

STANDS AT 6.8%, DOWN FROM
6.9% IN OCTOBER

The Consumer Price Index (CPI) rose 6.8% year over year in
November, following a 6.9% increase in October.
Excluding food and energy, prices rose 5.4% on a yearly basis in
November, following a gain of 5.3% in October.
Slower price growth for gasoline and furniture was partially offset
by faster growth in mortgage interest cost and rent. On a monthly
basis, the CPI rose 0.1% in November following a 0.7% gain in
October. On a seasonally adjusted monthly basis, the CPI was up
0.4%. Check out the Personal Inflation Calculator. This interactive
calculator allows you to enter dollar amounts in the common expense
categories to produce a personalized inflation rate, which you can
compare to the official measure of inflation for the average Canadian
household—the Consumer Price Index (CPI).
Visit the Consumer Price Index por tal to find all CPI data,
publications, interactive tools, and announcements highlighting
new products and upcoming changes to the CPI in one convenient
location.
Browse the Consumer Price Index Data Visualization Tool to access
current (Latest Snapshot of the CPI) and historical (Price trends:
1914 to today) CPI data in a customizable visual format.
Find the answers to the most common questions about the CPI in
the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and beyond.

CANADIAN ECONOMY GREW BY 0.1% IN
OCTOBER: STATSCAN

Real gross domestic product (GDP) edged up (+0.1%) in October,
following a +0.2% uptick in September. Growth in services-
producing industries (+0.3%) was partially offset by a decline in
goods-producing industries (-0.7%), as 11 of 20 industrial sectors
increased in October.
Advance information indicates that real GDP increased 0.1% in
November. Increases in the utilities, wholesale, and finance and
insurance sectors were par tially offset by decreases in the
construction, retail, and mining, quarrying, and oil and gas
extraction sectors. Owing to its preliminary nature, these estimates
will be updated on January 31, 2023 with the release of the official
GDP data for November 2022.
Services-producing industries expanded in October, led by gains
in the public sector, wholesale and client-facing industries.
Services-producing industries have now increased for six
consecutive months. Meanwhile, goods-producing industries
cooled down in October, after expanding in the previous four
months. The October decline was led by a decrease in mining,
quarrying, and oil and gas extraction and weakening in the
manufacturing sector.
Several client-facing sectors and subsectors such as air
transportation, ar ts and enter tainment and the accommodation
and food services and drinking places sector expanded in October.
Arts, entertainment and recreation continues to perform well
The arts, entertainment and recreation sector increased 2.2% in
October, up for the ninth month in a row.
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DARRIN CAMERON, 42, ARRESTED IN
CONNECTION WITH MOTOR VEHICLE
THEFT INVESTIGATION IN TORONTO,

ONE SUSPECT OUTSTANDING
The Toronto Police Service is requesting the public’s assistance
locating a wanted man.
It is alleged that:
On Tuesday, December 20, 2022, two men were involved in the theft of
a motor vehicle in the Culford Road and Woolton Crescent area
Officers attended the call and were assaulted while attempting to
arrest the men who were on scene
The stolen vehicle was recovered
One man was arrested and the second man fled the area in a grey
Honda Civic
Darrin Cameron, 42, of Toronto was arrested and charged with:
Theft of Motor Vehicle
Possession of Property Obtained by Crime
Possession of Break-In Instrument
Possession of Automobile Master Key
Assault Peace Officer
two counts of Assault with Intent to Resist Arrest
two counts of Conspiracy to Commit an Indictable Offence
Obstruct Peace Officer
The outstanding man is described as 6', medium to heavy build. He was
wearing a hooded sweatshirt, lighter colored pants, light shoes with a
darker sole. He was last seen driving a grey coloured Honda Civic. The
vehicle was last seen in the Keele Street and Lawrence Avenue West area.
Images have been released.
We are asking for the public’s assistance identifying the man. If located,
do not approach, call 9-1-1 immediately
Anyone with information is asked to contact police at 416-808-1200,
Crime Stoppers anonymously at 416-222-TIPS (8477), or at
www.222tips.com.

MIRZA NASEEM BAIG (AMJ)  HONOURED WITH QUEEN ELIZABETH II PLATINUM
JUBILEE AWARD FOR HIS SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY BY MP IQRA KHALID

PREMIER DOUG FORD DELIVERS
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

TORONTO -  Premier Doug Ford
issued the following statement to
mark the Christmas holiday:
"Christmas is a special chance
to gather with our friends and
family to appreciate the many
blessings we've received this
year. It's also a time of generosity
and selflessness as many of us
give back to our communities by volunteering, donating to charities
and making time to bring joy to others.
On behalf of all Ontarians, thank you to everyone who's working today,
including first responders and health care workers who do so much to
keep us safe and healthy.  Whether you are observing Christmas as a
holy day or are simply spending time with loved ones and neighbours,
I wish Ontarians of all faiths and cultures the very best of the season.
On behalf of myself, Karla and the entire Ford family, have a very
merry Christmas and a safe, happy holiday!"
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COVID: KARNATAKA ISSUES GUIDELINES;
MASKS MUST AT CERTAIN PLACES, NEW

YEAR CELEBRATIONS TILL 1AM

BHARAT JODO YATRA: SALMAN KHURSHID COMPARES
RAHUL GANDHI TO LORD RAM, CONGRESS AS 'BHARAT'
Congress leader and former Union Minister Salman Khurshid has
compared Rahul Gandhi to Lord Ram, Congress to 'Bharat', and likened
party's Bharat Jodo Yatra to the epic Ramayana.
Speaking to media during the Bharat Jodo Yatra which has entered Uttar
Pradesh now, Salman Khurshid said, "Rahul Gandhi is superhuman. While
we are freezing in the cold and wearing jackets, he is going out in T-
shirts. He is like a yogi doing his 'tapasya' with focus."
The former Union Minister fur ther said, "Lord Ram's 'khadau' (wooden
sleepers) goes very far. Sometimes, when Ram ji is not able to reach,
Bharat takes the 'khadau' and goes to places. Like that, we have carried
the 'khadau' in Uttar Pradesh... Ram ji (Rahul Gandhi) will also come."
Responding to Centre's advice to Congress, seeking adherence to Covid
protocol during the Bharat Jodo Yatra amid a spike of cases in a few
countries, Khurshid said that there cannot be exclusive guidelines for the
party and added they will follow the norms whenever universal guidelines
will be issued. BJP on Monday attacked the Congress and demanded an
apology over unsavoury remarks made against former prime minister

Atal Bihari Vajpayee by a leader attached to the Congress chief's office,
even as the opposition party distanced itself from the controversy.
Gaurav Pandhi, who is a coordinator with Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge's office and handles social media for him, had put out a tweet
alleging that Vajpayee had sided with the British. He later deleted it as the
BJP accused Rahul Gandhi of "doing a drama" of paying homage at
Vajpayee's memorial while par ty leaders use "abusive words" against
the former prime minister.
On Monday morning, Rahul Gandhi visited the 'samadhi' of Mahatma
Gandhi and several former prime ministers, including Vajpayee whose
birth anniversary was on Sunday.
The Congress noted that Pandhi has since deleted the controversial tweet
and asser ted that the par ty's stand and that of Rahul Gandhi are the
same. BJP spokesperson Shehzad Poonawala demanded that the
Congress should apologise for Pandhi's remarks, "else one will be forced
to believe that the words of Congress leader Gaurav Pandhi are Rahul
Gandhi's thoughts".

Karnataka has become the first state in the country to make masks
mandatory at certain places as part of preventive measures in the
wake of spiralling COVID-19 cases globally, par ticularly China.
The state government has issued an advisory making wearing a
mask must in cinema halls, schools, collegs and other educational
institutions. The government stressed that there is no need to
panic or fear as these are only preventive measures aimed at
controlling the virus spread and its impact.  The advisory also
asks senior citizens, pregnant women to avoid crowded gatherings.
The government has also issued a notice asking restaurants, pubs
and bars to wrap up New Year celebrations by 1 AM on January 1.
The decisions were taken at a meeting headed by the state's Health
Minister K Sudhakar and Revenue Minister R Ashoka, who is in-
charge for Disaster Management, along with technical experts.
"In the wake of spurt in COVID cases in China and other countries
and health crisis there, we have been advised by the health experts
to monitor international passengers. So they will be monitored at
two dedicated hospitals - Bowring and Wenlock at Bengaluru and
Mangaluru respectively, where there are international airports in
the state," Ashoka said.
Speaking to reporters after the meeting, he said if anyone is found
with symptoms, they will be admitted and monitored there, along
with provision of medicine and care as per requirement.

SCHOOL TEACHERS WON'T BE ON COVID
DUTY AT DELHI AIRPORT, SAYS DDMA

District Disaster Management Authority on Tuesday withdrew its
order of deploying school teachers on Covid duty at Delhi airport
from December 31 to January 15. The authority says if needed,
civil defence staff will be deployed at the airport.
India recorded a single-day rise of 157 new COVID-19 cases,
while the count of active cases of the disease has marginally
decreased to 3,421, according to Union Health Ministry data
updated on Tuesday. The tally of Covid cases in the country has
now gone up to 4.46 crore (4,46,77,459).
The death toll due to the disease stands at 5,30,696 with one
fatality being reconciled by Kerala, the data updated at 8 am
showed. The daily positivity rate was recorded at 0.32 per cent,
while the weekly positivity was pegged at 0.18 per cent, the health
ministry said. It said 49,464 tests for detection of COVID-19 were
conducted in the last 24 hours. Hospitals across Delhi will conduct
mock drills on December 27 to assess their preparedness,
including availability of beds and manpower, to deal with any
increase in the number of COVID-19 cases, Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia said on Monday. The Centre issued an advisory to
this effect on Monday amid a spurt in COVID-19 cases in some
countries. In the national capital, the drill will take place at Delhi
government-run facilities like LNJP Hospital and private hospitals.

BJP TO BEGIN 'MISSION 2024' FOR UP FROM JAN

The Bhartiya Janata Party (BJP) will begin its 'Mission 2024' for Uttar
Pradesh from January.
The party's exercise to win maximum seats from Uttar Pradesh in the
upcoming Lok Sabha elections will begin when BJP President J.P. Nadda,g
eneral secretary B.L. Santhosh and Union Home Minister Amit Shah visit
the state next month.
"The programmes of these leaders are being finalised for January. The
process of a constituency wise assessment and, thereafter, candidate
selection will begin," said a party functionary.
The party, according to sources, will be replacing a number of sitting
MPs who have crossed the age limit of 75 years.
Those who have been found to be under-performers are also likely to be
replaced to counter the anti-incumbency factor.
The BJP leadership, apparently, wants to ensure that there is no rebel
candidate when elections finally take place.

"We have seen how rebel candidates harmed us in Himanchal Pradesh
and we do not want a repeat in Uttar Pradesh. Issues will be decided well
in advance so that such factors get diluted," said the source.
The functionary said that performance of the candidate would be high on
the priority list in candidate selection because with the double engine
government, there can be no excuse for non-performance.
Uttar Pradesh BJP chief Bhupendra Singh Chaudhary has said his party
aims to win all 80 Lok Sabha seats in the state in 2024 and has chalked
out a strategy for the same.
"In the 2019 Lok Sabha elections, we won 64 seats, and lost 16 seats. In
the bypolls, we won Rampur and Azamgarh. As of now, there are 14 seats
which we do not have. Rae Bareli and Mainpuri are also among them," he
said. While the Congress has the lone seat of Rae Bareli, won by its
president Sonia Gandhi, Mainpuri was also retained by Samajwadi Party
in a recent bypoll.

INDIA SAYS NO RUPEE CONTRACTS FOR
PURCHASE OF CRUDE OIL FROM

RUSSIA, OTHER COUNTRIES

As the war rages on in Ukraine ever since Russian invasion, the
Indian government on Monday clarified in the Rajya Sabha that its
Oil Public Sector Undertakings, presently, do not have any contracts
for the purchase of crude oil in Indian Rupees (INR) from Russia or
any such other countries. "At present, Oil Public Sector
Undertakings neither have any contract nor is any such proposal
under consideration from Russia or any other country for the
purchase of crude oil in Indian Rupees (INR)," Union Minister of
State for Petroleum and Natural Gas Rameswar Teli said in a
written reply. The Minister's response came when Biju Janata Dal
MP Sujeet Kumar asked: "Whether India is under any contract with
any country to purchase crude oil in rupees instead of dollars,
either partially or wholly".
The reply is significant amid assumptions that both India and Russia
trade may take place in local currencies. Amid reports that New
Delhi is planning to buy Russian oil at a discounted rate following
the surge in global oil prices after the Ukraine conflict, sources
said India's legitimate energy transactions should not be politicized.
According to some media reports, Indian Oil Corporation purchased
3 million barrels of Russian crude oil, the first such transaction
since Russia invaded Ukraine on February 24.

JAISHANKAR BEEFS UP PREPARATIONS FOR G20, ALL MINISTRIES ON BOARD
According to sources, "Jaishankar gave mantra to BJP spokespersons today. In the present circumstances, G20 is a big opportunity for India,
public participation has to be increased in this. The Minister asked the spokespersons to take the spirit of G20 to new heights. With preparation
on G20 and international issues, the spokesperson should go to public."
The G20, or Group of Twenty, is an intergovernmental forum of the world's 20 major developed and developing economies, making it a premier
forum for international economic cooperation. The first G20 Sherpa meeting under India's presidency started on December 4, 2022, in Udaipur,
Rajasthan. BJP is looking forward to seeing G20 as a mega hit, hence it is leaving no stone unturned in making it a success.
All the ministries are holding series of meetings for preparation of a roadmap for participation in G20 meet next year.

NITISH KUMAR TO SKIP 'NAMAMI GANGE' EVENT CHAIRED BY PM MODI
PATNA, (IANS) Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar has avoided meeting Union
Home Minister Amit Shah and Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the last 15
days. The Prime Minister is going for the Namami Gange programme in Kolkata
on December 30 and Nitish Kumar has decided not to go and instead, will send his
deputy Tejashwi Yadav for it.
The Centre has invited Chief Ministers of all north and east Indian states including
West Bengal's Mamata Banerjee, Bihar's Nitish Kumar, Uttar Pradesh's Yogi Adityanath
and others. Sources have said that Banerjee is scheduled to participate in this event
but Nitish Kumar will skip it.
After the formation of a grand alliance government in Bihar, Nitish Kumar did not
participate in a the recent meeting of the Eastern Zonal Council chaired by Amit Shah
in Kolkata. On that occasion too, he had sent Tejashwi Yadav and state Finance Minister
Vijay Kumar Chaudhary.
JD-U spokesperson Abhishek Jha said: "He is a Chief Minister of state and has so many works here. Hence, he is not going there."
Asked if Nitish Kumar is avoiding facing Modi and HM Amit Shah, Jha asked why would he do so. "He is a mass leader and has huge public
support of public," he said.
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ADANI GROUP TO OWN 64.71% STAKE IN NDTV
AFTER ROYS DECIDE TO CASH OUT 27.26%

I N D I A

CONTD. FROM PAGE 1
The Roys said in a statement that AMG Media Network, a part of
the Adani group, is the single largest shareholder in NDTV now.
The Roys said in the statement: "We started NDTV in 1988 in the
belief that journalism in India was world-class but needed a strong
and effective broadcast platform that would allow it to grow and
shine. After 34 years, we believe that NDTV is an institution that
has met so many of our hopes and ideals; we are so proud and
grateful that across the globe, NDTV is recognised as 'India's and
Asia's Most-Trusted News Broadcaster'.
"Consequently, with mutual agreement, we have decided to divest
most of our shares in NDTV to the AMG Media Network. Since the
open offer was launched, our discussions with Mr Gautam Adani
have been constructive; all the suggestions we made were
accepted by him positively and with openness."
As per the filing, the price at which the Roys would sell their 27.26
per cent (1,75,77,676 shares) stake will not be higher by more
than by 25 per cent of Rs 368.43 per share.
With this acquisition, the Adani group will hold 64.71 per cent
stake in NDTV.
The Adani group has acquired 8.27 per cent stake in NDTV through
its open offer though it had planned to mop up 26 per cent stake in
the channel company.
"Mr Adani has invested in a brand that is synonymous with Trust,
Credibility and Independence, and we are hopeful that he will
preserve these values and expand upon them with all the
responsibility required of a leader of an organisation of this nature.
We look forward to watching NDTV, and its entire extraordinary
team, delivering the next phase of growth, one that India can be
proud of," the NDTV founders said in the statement. Meanwhile,
the NDTV board at its meeting on Friday appointed Sanjay Pugalia
and Senthil SinniahChengalvarayan as additional directors in the
capacity of non-executive, non-independent directors.

PUNJAB ATTRACTS INVESTMENT OF

RS 30,000 CRORE: CM MANN
Punjab Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann on Friday said due to ease-of-
doing business policies, an investment of Rs 30,000 crore has been
firmed up in the last nine months, which will create new employment
opportunities for thousands of youngsters.
“Big industry houses like Tata Steel, Verbio, Freudenberg and Sanathan
Textiles have entered into agreements to invest by reposing faith in our
industrial policies, which will provide jobs to our youth,” he said while
handing over appointment letters to the newly-recruited candidates at
Markfed and launching new products here.
Referring to the recent meetings with industrialists in Hyderabad, Mann
said the entrepreneurs associated with food processing and agriculture
have shown keen interest in investing in Punjab, which will fur ther
strengthen the industrial sector of the state.
“Where there is a will, there’s a way as now the industrialists do not have
to face the corrupt and intricate process to invest in the state.”
Mann said subsequently the industrialists are coming to Punjab. “We

have eliminated corruption, provided uninterrupted power supply to the
industry and a conducive environment and now our efforts are bearing
fruit.” On the other hand, the Chief Minister said in order to set up industries
during the previous regimes, industrialists had to negotiate with the
families of political clout. Earlier, the agreements were made with families
but now industrialists are signing MoU (memorandum of understanding)
with the state. Mann envisioned that with strenuous effor ts of the
government, Punjab will soon emerge as industrial hub of the country.
Lashing out at the opposition for making a hue and cry over the alleged
deteriorating atmosphere in Punjab, the Chief Minister said the leaders of
the Opposition parties were deliberately defaming him in the Parliament
or in public functions as his government has exposed the designs of the
previous governments to loot the state.
Mann said he was being opposed as he was not like his predecessors
who had plundered the wealth of the state. He said throughout his life he
had worked for the wellbeing of Punjab and its people.

SP, RLD CHIEF NOT TO JOIN RAHUL'S
BHARAT JODO YATRA

The Samajwadi Party and the Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) presidents
will not be joining Rahul Gandhi's Bharat Jodo Yatra in Uttar Pradesh,
when it begins early next month, but both leaders have extended
their good wishes to Gandhi. RLD national convenor Anupam Mishra
said, "We have received an invitation from the Congress party, but
it is not possible for party president Jayant Chaudhary to participate
in the Congress's Bharat Jodo Yatra due to his being preoccupied
with other events." "We, however, wish all the success to the
Congress's Yatra," he said. There is also no likelihood of Samajwadi
Party (SP) national president Akhilesh Yadav participating in the
yatra, according to an SP leader. Samajwadi Par ty national
secretary and state spokesperson Rajendra Chaudhary said, "The
Samajwadi Par ty and its national president Akhilesh Yadav are
already on the path of struggle against the government. The SP
president is busy with his programmes and there is no likelihood
of his joining the yatra." The Congress has invited several leaders
of the non-BJP parties to join the Uttar Pradesh leg of the yatra
scheduled to enter the state through Loni in Ghaziabad on January
3. Meanwhile, Samajwadi Party chief national general secretary
Prof Ramgopal Yadav has attacked the Central government over
the Congress' Bharat Jodo Yatra. He had said that there was no
Covid-19 in the country, but the Union government was trying to
prevent the yatra in the name of Covid-19.

MODI SPEAKS TO UKRAINE'S ZELENSKYY, DISCUSSES G20
ISSUES, OFFERS SUPPORT FOR PEACE EFFORTS

NEW DELHI, (IANS) Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Monday had a
telephone conversation with Ukraine's President Volodymyr Zelenskyy
regarding India's G20 presidency.
Modi also conveyed to Ukraine India's support for any peace efforts and
assured its commitment to continue providing humanitarian assistance
for affected civilian population.
Zelenskyy conveyed his best wishes for India's presidency of G20. Modi
explained the main priorities of India's G20 Presidency, including giving
a voice to the concerns of developing nations on issues like food and
energy security.
he two leaders discussed oppor tunities for strengthening bilateral
cooperation.
The Prime Minister requested Ukraine authorities to facilitate
arrangements for the continued education of Indian students who had to
return from Ukraine earlier this year.
The leaders also exchanged views about the ongoing conflict in Ukraine.
Modi strongly reiterated his call for an immediate cessation of hostilities,
and said that both sides should revert to dialogue and diplomacy to find
a lasting solution to their differences, official sources said.

CBI REOPENS GRAFT CASE AGAINST
LALU, NAMES TEJASHWI CO-ACCUSED

PATNA, (IANS) The Central Bureau of Investigation has reopened a
corruption case against RJD chief Lalu Prasad.
The case is related to various projects of Indian Railway allotted to a
prominent realestate company when he was Union railway minister
during the UPA-2 government in the Centre.
The case was lodged against him in 2018 and was closed in May
2021. Besides Lalu Prasad, CBI has also named deputy Chief Minister
Tejashwi Yadav, and his two daughters Rajini Yadav and Chanda Yadav
as accused in the case.
During his tenure as a Union railway minister, Lalu Prasad allegedly
allotted two projects in Delhi and Mumbai to a shell company funded
by a top realestate company of Delhi and took a property in upscale
South Delhi in return. Lalu Prasad is currently recuperating after a
kidney transplant in Singapore. His daughter Rohini Acharya had
donated the kidney. Reacting on the case, Jagadanand Singh, state
president of RJD said: "BJP is conspiring against opposition leaders.
They are misusing the Central agencies for its own vested political
interest. BJP leaders are destroying the constitution and constitutional
agencies. They want to lodge Lalu Prasad into jail again." "After the
kidney transplant, everyone is praying for his good health and they are
conspiring against him," Singh said. RJD spokesperson Chitranjan
Gagan said: "CBI registered that case nine years after his tenure in
2018 and closed in May 2021 after it did not find any proof against
him. The CBI's current move is attributed to revenge against him
as the Mahagathbandhan government is gaining popularity and
people's anger is creeping the Narendra Modi government."
Abhishek Jha, another spokesperson of JD-U, also blamed BJP for
using CBI for its political vested interest. "BJP is using Central
agencies against its political opponents. That case was closed in
2021, still it has reopened the case which is an indication of BJP
vendetta politics against political opponents." "CBI is an independent
agency and it has nothing to do with the government. They have
reopened a case against him as it believes that Lalu was involved in
corruption. BJP has nothing to do with it.

CONTD. FROM PAGE 1
The coming year would tell whether Congress has regained its strength
or BJP's slogan of Congress-free India is headed towards success.
Out of 10 states and Union Territories- Rajasthan, Chhattisgarh, Madhya
Pradesh, Karnataka, Telangana, Tripura, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Mizoram and J&K, where Assembly elections are to be held in 2023,
the BJP will be engaging in direct contest with the Congress in all the
states except Telangana and J&K.
The saffron party is expected to hold its national executive meeting in
mid-January, 2023 to chalk out a strategy for the upcoming Assembly
polls. In Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh, which are currently under the
Congress rule, the BJP is attempting to oust it from power.
The BJP wants to give a jolt to both the Gandhi family and the Congress
by defeating Ashok Gehlot in Rajasthan and Bhupesh Baghel in
Chhattisgarh, as both these leaders are considered very close to the
Gandhi family.
The saffron party faced defeat in Karnataka and Madhya Pradesh in
the 2018 Assembly elections, and gained power much later due to
major defection by Jyotiraditya Scindia among others in MP, and the
success of Operation Lotus in Karnataka.
In order to defeat the Gehlot government in Rajasthan, the BJP has
been taking out a Jan Aakrosh Yatra in all the 200 assembly seats of
the state and is also preparing for a big campaign by bringing all the
factions together.
The BJP is trying to unite the party divided into factions in Chhattisgarh,
and taking the help of organisations affiliated to the RSS to strengthen
its base in the state.
The Shivraj government and the BJP high command have been gearing
up to win the elections in Madhya Pradesh.
To change the political atmosphere in Karnataka in its favour, the BJP
high command removed the then Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa and
made Basavaraj Bommai the Chief Minister in 2021.
Yediyurappa was then made a member of BJP Parliamentary Board

2023 POLLS TO SET TONE FOR 2024; WILL BJP GET CLOSER TO 'CONG-MUKT BHARAT'?

INDIA LOGS 157 NEW COVID CASES IN 24 HRS

NEW DELHI, (IANS) In the last 24 hours, India registered a total of 157 fresh Covid-19 cases, against the 196 reported the previous day, the Union
Health Ministry said on Tuesday. There were no Covid deaths reported in the same period.
The active caseload currently stands at 3,421 cases, accounting for 0.01 per cent of the country's total positive cases.
The weekly and daily positivity rates stood at 0.18 per cent and 0.32 per cent, respectively.
The recovery of 163 patients in the last 24 hours took the cumulative tally to 4,41,43,342. Consequently, India's recovery rate stands at 98.80 per
cent. Also in the same period, a total of 49,464 tests were conducted across the country, increasing the overall tally to over 90.99 crore.
With 97,622 vaccines administered in the last 24 hours, India's Covid-19 inoculation coverage exceeded 220.06 crore as of Tuesday morning.

Committee, party's highest and most powerful body, in a bid to appease
all factions and caste equations, and to send a political message to the
people of the state.
Assembly elections are also due in Telangana where the Bharat Rashtra
Samithi (formerly known as Telangana Rashtra Samithi) is in power
and K. Chandrasekhar Rao is the Chief Minister.
Rao is engaged in a campaign to unite all opposition parties against
the BJP across the country, while the latter is working on a strategy to
defeat Rao in his home state.
In view of Assembly elections to be held in 2023 in J&K, the BJP which
has a stronghold in Jammu, has been trying hard to strengthen its base
in Kashmir.
In all these states, the BJP is expected to take the advantage of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's popularity, which is why Modi will be seen
engaged in more programmes and rallies in these states under the
strategy for 2023.
Along with free ration being provided to more than 80 crore people,
attempts will be made to spread information of the Centre's other
achievements among the people.
The party is also eyeing the Muslim votes and has been laying emphasis
on preparations to seek the suppor t of the Muslim community,
especially the backward Muslims, in these elections.
The BJP high command will review its strategy by visiting Delhi and
the capitals of the states where the elections will be held in 2023,
several times in the new year.
These meetings will be held under the command of Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, BJP President J.P. Nadda and General Secretary B.L. Santosh.
Legislative Assembly elections are also to be held in Tripura, Meghalaya,
Nagaland and Mizoram in 2023.
Tripura is currently ruled by the BJP and as part of its election strategy,
the party has changed the Chief Minister in the state.
In Meghalaya and Nagaland, the BJP-backed government is in power,
while in Mizoram, the Mizo National Front (MNF) is in power.
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CHINA SEES NEARLY 37 MILLION NEW COVID

CASES IN ONE SINGLE DAY, SAYS REPORT
China, which is going through its worst phase of the Covid pandemic so
far, reported nearly 37 million (3.7 crore approx) new infections in a day
this week, ANI cited UK-based Financial Times report.
Meanwhile, a leaked document, purpor tedly from China's National
Health Commission, said around 248 million, roughly 17.56 per
cent of the total population were affected by the recent surge in
infections from December 1 to 20.
Official media repor ts say that ICUs in Beijing are under stress as
communi ty  t ransmiss ion of  the Omicron var iant  has led to
increasingly severe cases -- most of whom are among the elderly
-- in a shor t period of time.
Despite concerns, Bei j ing and Shanghai vir tual ly returned to
normalcy after several weeks with people thronging malls and eateries.
State-run Xinhua reported on Monday that a total of 13 types of COVID-19
vaccines, approved for conditional marketing or emergency use, are

now available as the second booster shot in China.
Omicron-resistant vaccines are preferred in choosing second booster
doses, it quoted experts.
As of Friday, more than 3.46 billion COVID-19 vaccine doses were
administered on the Chinese mainland, with over 90 per cent of the
population being fully vaccinated.
Population groups with a high risk of infections, especially people aged
60 and above, people with serious underlying health conditions and
those with low immunity are advised to receive a second booster shot
six months after the first, the report said.
Those who have received three doses of inactivated vaccines can
choose a different type of vaccine -- recommended by the government
-- for the second booster, namely a recombinant protein vaccine, an
adenovirus vector vaccine or an influenza virus vector vaccine,
according to experts.

48 DEAD, 27 IN NEW YORK ALONE AS US

BATTLES HISTORIC WINTER STORM

One of the worst weather disasters in the history of the United States of
America has claimed more lives in the last 24 hours taking the death toll
to 27 in New York's Buffalo area alone. 48 deaths have been recorded
across the nation. Some people lost their lives while shoveling snow
while some were found dead in their cars. Rescue and recovery efforts
have been going on for some days now.
The National Weather Service said Monday that up to 9 more inches of
snow could fall in some areas through Tuesday. The blizzard roared through
western New York Friday and Saturday, stranding motorists, knocking
out power and preventing emergency crews from reaching residents in
frigid homes and stuck cars. The bomb cyclone roared through western
New York Friday and Saturday, stranding motorists, knocking out power
and preventing emergency crews from reaching residents in frigid homes
and stuck cars. Huge snowdrifts nearly covered cars Monday and

thousands of houses, some adorned in unlit holiday displays, have been
dark from a lack of power. The massive storm is expected to claim more
lives because it trapped some residents inside houses.
Extreme weather stretched from the Great Lakes near Canada to the Rio
Grande along the border with Mexico. About 60% of the U.S. population
faced some sort of winter weather advisory or warning, and temperatures
plummeted drastically below normal from east of the Rocky Mountains
to the Appalachians. Some 2,085 domestic and international flights were
canceled on Monday as of about noon EDT, according to the tracking site
FlightAware. The site said Southwest Airlines had 1,253 cancellations —
nearly a third of its scheduled flights and about five times as many as any
other major U.S. carrier. An email sent to Southwest was not immediately
returned and the Dallas-based airline hadn’t updated its website about
the conditions since Saturday.

CHINESE FM HOLDS PHONE TALKS WITH BLINKEN ON BILATERAL TIES
Chinese State Councillor and Foreign Minister Wang Yi held a phone
conversation Friday with US Secretary of State Antony Blinken at the
latter’s request. Wang said that last month, President Xi Jinping and
President Joe Biden met successfully in Bali, which provided strategic
guidance for steering bilateral relations out of grave difficulties and
back to a healthy and stable track, sending a positive signal to the
outside world, Xinhua News Agency reported.
The teams on both sides have carried out a series of contacts in
accordance with the consensus of the two heads of state, which are
generally beneficial, Wang said.
However, it must be noted that the US should not engage in dialogue
and containment at the same time, neither should it talk cooperation,
but stab China simultaneously, he said.
This is not reasonable competition, but irrational suppression. It is not
meant to properly manage disputes, but to intensify conflicts. In fact, it
is still the old practice of unilateral bullying, Wang said.
This did not work for China in the past, nor will it work in the future, he
said, adding that China will continue to resolutely defend its sovereignty,
security and development interests.
The United States must pay attention to China’s legitimate concerns,
stop containing and suppressing China’s development, especially not
constantly challenge China’s red line in a “salami-slicing” way, Wang
said. Wang stressed that the two sides should focus on translating the
consensus reached by the two heads of state in their Bali meeting into
practical policies and concrete actions.
Noting that the recent meeting between senior diplomats of the two
countries in the Chinese city of Langfang was in-depth and constructive,
Wang called on both sides to step up consultations on the guiding
principles for China-US relations, advance dialogues at various levels
and in various fields in an orderly manner, and resolve specific issues
between the two countries through joint working groups.
The New Year should have a new outlook, Wang said, adding that it is
the hope of people in both countries and around the world that China-US
relations will stabilize and improve.

A zero-sum mindset will only lead to mutual attrition and head-on
collision between the two major countries, Wang said, noting that what
is right and what is wrong is all too clear.
The two sides should follow the direction set by the two heads of state
to explore the right way for China and the United States to get along with
each other as two major countries, and make due efforts for the well-
being of their people and world peace and stability, Wang said.
For his part, Blinken said the US is willing to discuss with China the
guiding principles for bilateral relations, manage the relationship in a
responsible manner, and carry out cooperation in areas that meet the
common interests of both sides.
The US continues to pursue the one-China policy and does not support
“Taiwan independence,” he said.
The US lauds China’s leadership and its role as the presidency of the
15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to the UN Convention
on Biological Diversity to promote an ambitious framework for
biodiversity conservation, Blinken said, adding that he looks forward to
the United States and China working together to promote the
implementation of the framework.
Wang said that China will continue to follow Xi Jinping’s Thought on
Ecological Civilization, strive to build a community of life between man
and nature, and is willing to join hands with all parties to safeguard the
only planet we live on together.

‘EVERY WAR ENDS IN A DIPLOMATIC
WAY’: UKRAINE FOREIGN MINISTER AIMS

FOR FEBRUARY PEACE SUMMIT

Ukraine's Foreign Minister Dmytro Kuleba on Monday said that
Zelenskyy government is planning to hold a peace summit by the
end of February, preferably at the United Nations with Secretary-
General António Guterres as a possible mediator. The peach summit
is likely to come around the anniversary of Russia's war.
On the par ticipation of Russia in the summit, the Kuleba said
Moscow could only be invited to such a summit if Russia faced a
war crimes tribunal first. Kuleba also said he was “absolutely
satisfied” with the results of President Volodymyr Zelenskyy's
visit to the US last week, and he revealed that the US government
had made a special plan to get the Patriot missile battery ready to
be operational in the country in less than six months.

UKRAINIAN PRESIDENT ZELENSKYY DIALS
PM MODI, SEEKS INDIA'S SUPPORT IN

IMPLEMENTING 'PEACE FORMULA'

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy in a phone call with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi wished him a successful G20
Presidency and hoped for India's participation in implementing his
'peace formula'. Zelenskyy also thanked New Delhi for its
humanitarian aid and support in the United Nations.
The Ukrainian President in a tweet said that it was on this (G20)
platform he had announced the peace formula and now he is
counting on India's participation in its implementation.
"I had a phone call with PM Modi and wished a successful G20
presidency. It was on this platform that I announced the peace
formula and now I count on India's par ticipation in its
implementation. I also thanked for humanitarian aid and support in
the UN," the Ukrainian President tweeted. During the phone call,
PM Modi explained the main priorities of India's G20 Presidency,
including giving a voice to the concerns of developing nations on
issues like food and energy security.
The two leaders discussed opportunities for strengthening bilateral
cooperation. The Prime Minister requested Ukraine authorities to
facilitate arrangements for the continued education of Indian
students who had to return from Ukraine earlier this year.

CONTD. FROM PAGE 1
Shehbaz Sharif's year 2022 has been a mixed experience of financial
challenges, climate change catastrophe and a daunting political rivalry
of Imran Khan, who has kept the government on its toes in every
possible way. From being forced to take immediate steps to contain
inflation, which has risen to alarmingly high levels, revive the stalled
International Monetary Fund (IMF) Extended Funding Facility (EFF) to
Pakistan, confront a climate change catastrophe, triggering heavy
extended rain, flash floods and destruction, drowning one-third of the
country, destroying hundreds of thousands of acres of agricultural
land and affecting more than 35 million people, Shehbaz Sharif has
had to manage the challenges effectively, despite the looming dark
clouds of uncertainty about his time in office and the free-fall of the
country's economy.
The year 2022 does not hold any success story for the premier, but it
certainly enforces major challenges for him as the burden and onus of
financial constraints left ignored by Imran Khan's government, came
down falling onto the shoulders of Shehbaz Sharif with questions
being raised over the reasons why Imran Khan's government was
ousted if inflation, bankruptcy, price hikes and overall management of
the country's crippling and cash-strapped economy were not planned.
On the political grounds, Shehbaz Sharif faces a massive challenge
from the "roaring" Imran Khan, who demands early elections in the
country and accuses the Shehbaz Sharif coalition government as a
bank of thieves. Shehbaz Sharif is also under severe criticism for
seeking financial support from the international community as his
appeals for assistance are termed as "begging" and "pleading".
While Shehbaz Sharif's year 2022 in Pakistan's politics has been
broadly filled with difficult financial challenges in reference to the
country's economy, the catastrophic floods and the street power shows
by his arch rival Imran Khan, he and his government have certainly
worked towards normalising relations with global powers like the US,
Europe, China and the UAE.  The foreign policy of Pakistan, which
suffered severely after Imran Khan's narrative of US-conspired regime
change to oust his government, which badly dented the Pakistan-US
relations and affected Pakistan's global position; the credit of its slow
but positive revival certainly goes to the Shehbaz Sharif led government,
who has affectively been presenting its case to the world, with clarity
of the fact that the climate change catastrophe, which has swept away
at least $40 billion worth of the country's economy with it, cannot be
managed, handled and revived without the help of international lenders
and global support.

SHEHBAZ SHARIF DEFIES CRITICS, HANGS
ON, BUT 2023 IS GOING TO BE TOUGHER
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TO WATCH ALL THE LATEST GOSSIP IN ENTERTAINMENT,WATCH CHANNEL Y ROGERS 857, BELLFIBE 828, TELUS 2418

ALIA BHATT-RANBIR KAPOOR
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH A KISS,

CHECK THEIR ROMANTIC PHOTO

KIM KARDASHIAN IS HAVING
'REALLY HARD' TIME CO-
PARENTING WITH KANYE

ALIA BHATT AND RANBIR KAPOOR CELEBRATED
THEIR FIRST CHRISTMAS AFTER THEIR
WEDDING THIS YEAR AND THE ARRIVAL OF THEIR
BABY GIRL RAHA. SEE THEIR ROMANTIC PHOTO.
\
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DIVYA AGARWAL POSED IN GREEN SHORTS
AND A METALLIC BACKLESS BIKINI TOP.

DIVYA AGARWAL LOOKS IRRESISTIBLE
AS SHE GOES BOLD AND SENSUOUS
FOR CHRISTMAS PHOTOSHOOT

21

TUNISHA SHARMA TO SSR & PRATYUSHA, ACTORS' RELATIONSHIPS
CAME INTO LIMELIGHT AFTER THEIR TRAGIC DEATH

I DETAILS ON PAGE 26

KIM KARDASHIAN SAID IN THE PODCAST
THAT SHE SHIELDS THE CHILDREN FROM

MEDIA COVERAGE AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE.

21

DAVID WARNER SMASHES DOUBLE CENTURY IN 100TH TEST, BECOMES ONLY
SECOND PLAYER IN WORLD TO ACHIEVE FEAT

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE
WHAT DOES HAPPINESS MEAN

FOR KAPIL SHARMA?
POOJA LUTHRA

In an exclusive interview with Y Media Group Editor, Yudhvir Jaswal, the king
of comedy, actor and producer Kapil Sharma talks openly about his 'Zwigato'
movie that premiered at the 47th Toronto International Film Festival.
The film stars Kapil Sharma as Manas (protagonist) in a never-seen-
before avatar. "Sharma is someone who could relate to the common
man, something you get to see very much in 'Zwigato,' director Nandita
Das tells Y Media.
Kapil Sharma tells Y Media he always wanted to work with Nandita Das
as she is a visionary director. Hailing from Amristar, Punjab, India, Sharma
says the character in the movie is somewhat connected to his real life as
it highlights the struggles one undergoes every day. He plays a grittier,
dramatic character that is a significant step away from his comedy. According
to Sharma, 'Zwigato' beautifully humanizes the ignored lower class. It is layered
with societal elements that many of us take for granted.
It also touches upon the lives of people who have been ignored, to the
extent that we have entirely taken the humanity out of the equation.
Kapil Sharma thanked the audience for their support and love always and
urged them to watch this movie. The
film 'Zwigato' is about an ex-floor
manager of a factory who loses
his job during the pandemic. He
then works as a food delivery
rider, grappling with the world
of ratings and incentives.
To support the income,
his homemaker wife
explores different work
opportunities with fear
and excitement of
n e w f o u n d
independence. The
film is about the
relentlessness of life,
but not without their
shared moments of joy.

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE

POOJA LUTHRA

NANDITA DAS TALKS ABOUT HER 'ZWIGATO'
MOVIE THAT PREMIERED AT THE 47TH

TORONTO INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL

In an exclusive interview with Y Media Group Editor and CEO Yudhvir Jaswal,
Nandita Das, director, actor and producer, candidly talks about her 'Zwigato' movie
that premiered at the 47th Toronto International Film Festival. Nandita Das also
debuted as an actor and director at TIFF in 2008 with 'Firaaq' and in 2018 with
'Manto.' Nandita Das tells Y Media that the film 'Zwigato' "is a bit of a tongue twister."

It follows Manas (Kapil Sharma), a factory-floor manager
who gets laid off during the pandemic and becomes a

delivery driver for a food-delivery app called
Zwigato. Despite the struggles of the gig
economy, he balances his responsibilities
at home and follows a strict routine. Best

known in India as a comedian, Kapil
Sharma is the perfect fit for the
character as he candidly captures
the essence of an ordinary man,
Nandita Das tells Y Media. Sharma

shares a new side as Manas, with a
grounded performance that finds the
droll humour in his stress, constantly
flung around the city by the app and
its algorithm.
The film's realist style captures
an everyday man who begins to

see the maddening cycle of star ratings and delivery quotas for the hollow
incentives they are, slowly opening up to ideas about workers' rights and
solidarity. 'Zwigato' sounds like a straightforward film, but it is not.
Our everyday lives are layered with societal elements we take for granted.
The movie explores the lives of those who have been ignored to the point that
we, as a society, have taken humanity entirely out of the equation. Nandita
Das tells Y Media she considers herself a social advocate, and through her
work as an actor and a director, she tries to address the concerns that affect
society. In an exclusive interview, Das informs Y Media she believes the
cinema's job is to engage. Festivals like TIFF are "a great way of sharing
one's work of seeing other films. Films are a great way of learning about
different cultures and ideas, and it's the better thing to travel." 'Zwigato' is
director Nandita Das' third feature after Firaaq (TIFF' 08) and Manto (TIFF' 18).
You can watch this exclusive interview and coverage of TIFF only on Channel
Y Bell 828, Telus 2418, Rogers 857, Ignite 707 and Y Media Plus. You can also
visit our website, southasiandaily.com or ymediaplus.com, for more information.
Follow us on our Twitter and Facebook pages: Y Media, to stay updated with the
latest events. Read our 'Midweek' newspaper published every Tuesday to know
what is happening in Canada and worldwide.

TUNISHA SHARMA'S TRAGIC DEATH HAS ONCE AGAIN BROUGHT FOCUS TO CELEBRITIES AND MENTAL HEALTH. THE 21-YEAR-OLD
ACTRESS WAS RECENTLY REPORTED TO HAVE ALLEGEDLY DIED BY SUICIDE ON THE SET OF TELEVISION SHOW ALI BABA: DASTAN-E-
KABUL IN VASAI, MUMBAI. IT IS BELIEVED THAT SHE TOOK HER OWN LIFE A FEW DAYS AFTER BREAKING UP WITH HER CO-ACTOR,
SHEEZAN MOHAMMED KHAN, WHO HAS SINCE BEEN ARRESTED AND CHARGED WITH ABETMENT UNDER SECTION 306 OF THE INDIAN
PENAL CODE. A PSYCHOLOGIST HAS STATED THAT SHARMA'S DEATH MAY HAVE BEEN CAUSED BY A FAILED RELATIONSHIP, BUT IT IS
IMPORTANT TO ALSO CONSIDER ANY PSYCHOLOGICAL TRIGGERS THAT MAY HAVE LED TO HER REPORTED SUICIDE.  IN THE PAST,
SEVERAL TV STARS AND BOLLYWOOD ACTORS' RELATIONSHIP CAUGHT THE ATTENTION OF THE MEDIA POST THEIR TRAGIC DEATHS.
ACTOR TUNISHA SHARMA IS THE LATEST INCLUSION TO THE LIST OF PERSONALITIES FROM THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY WHO HAVE
DIED BY SUICIDE, LARGELY OVER TROUBLED RELATIONSHIPS. TUNISHA SHARMA'S TRAGIC DEATH HAS ONCE AGAIN BROUGHT FOCUS
TO CELEBRITIES AND MENTAL HEALTH. THE 21-YEAR-OLD ACTRESS WAS RECENTLY REPORTED TO HAVE ALLEGEDLY DIED BY SUICIDE
ON THE SET OF TELEVISION SHOW ALI BABA: DASTAN-E-KABUL IN VASAI, MUMBAI.

DAVID WARNER DEFIED CRAMP TO REACH A DOUBLE CENTURY.

I CONTD. ON PAGE 19



18 MidWeek MIDWEEK NEWS WEEKLY

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27,  2022



MidWeek  19MIDWEEK NEWS WEEKLY

TUESDAY,  AUGUST 28,  2012

MIDWEEK NEWS WEEKLY

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27,  2022 B O L LY W O O D

BIGG BOSS 16: WILL ANKIT GUPTA
RETURN TO SALMAN KHAN'S SHOW

FOR PRIYANKA? ACTOR REACTS

TUNISHA SHARMA TO SSR & PRATYUSHA, ACTORS' RELATIONSHIPS
CAME INTO LIMELIGHT AFTER THEIR TRAGIC DEATH

CONTD. FROM PAGE 17
It is believed that she took her own life a few days after breaking up
with her co-actor, Sheezan Mohammed Khan, who has since been
arrested and charged with abetment under Section 306 of the Indian
Penal Code. A psychologist has stated that Sharma's death may have
been caused by a failed relationship, but it is impor tant to also consider
any psychological triggers that may have led to her repor ted suicide.
In the past, several TV stars and Bollywood actors' relationship caught
the attention of the media post their tragic deaths. Actor Tunisha Sharma
is the latest inclusion to the list of personalities from the enter tainment
industry who have died by suicide, largely over troubled relationships.
The actor prima facie took the extreme step a few days after she
broke up with co-actor Sheezan Mohammed Khan, according to the
police. Khan has been arrested on the charge of abetment under Section
306 of the Indian Penal Code. A psychologist told PTI on Monday that
Sharma’s death may be the fallout of a failed relationship but it is also
crucial to have an in-depth understanding of the psychological triggers
that may have pushed her to kill herself.
Bollywood was rocked in June 2020, when actor Sushant Singh Rajput
(34) was found hanging from a ceiling fan in his flat in suburban
Bandra. On a complaint by Rajput’s family, the police booked his
girlfriend and actor Rhea Chakrabor ty and five more people for

abetment of suicide. During the investigation, it came to light that
Rajput was struggling with depression.
The popular actor’s death had also brought to the fore alleged nepotism
and drug abuse among Bollywood celebrities.The case was later
investigated by the Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), while the
Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) and Enforcement Directorate (ED)
also questioned Chakrabor ty over Rajput’s death. Chakrabor ty’s
brother Showmik and nine others were arrested in connection with a
drug case linked to Rajput’s death.
Following the death of TV serial Balika Vadhu actor Pratyusha Banerjee
(24) on April 1, 2016, the police registered a case of suicide against
her boyfriend and television producer Rahul Raj Singh on the complaint
of Banerjee’s family. The case prompted Singh to secure anticipatory
bail and avoid arrest. A similar story unfolded when actor Jiah Khan
(25) was found hanging in her flat in Juhu on June 3, 2013. Her mother
Rabia Khan had accused actor Sooraj Pancholi, son of actor Aditya
Pancholi, of driving her daughter to end her life. Sooraj Pancholi was
taken into custody by the police. Later, the police as well as the CBI
told the court that the actor committed suicide. Three months ago, the
Bombay High Cour t rejected her mother ’s plea to reopen the
investigation against Sooraj Pancholi.
Criminal psychologist Dipti Purani said in recent years, there have

Bigg Boss 16 has been keeping the audience hooked with its
many twists and turns. This weekend Ka Vaar, TV actor Ankit
Gupta was evicted from the show, leaving Priyanka Chahar
Chaudhary a crying mess. Shockingly, it wasn't the audience
that eliminated Ankit but the decision was left to the housemates
who ousted him at the first chance. The actor's eviction even
led to a storm on social media as fans called it 'unfair' and
'biased'. It was only a few days ago when the audience saw the
'mandli' planning against Ankit and Priyanka to kick one of
them out of the house.
Now that Ankit has been eliminated, the BIG question is- if he
will return to the Salman Khan-hosted show? Reacting to the
same, the TV actor told the Bombay Times, "I would only go for
Priyanka." He added, "The so-called 'mandali' (group which
currently includes Sajid Khan, Shiv Thakare, Nimrit Ahluwalia,
Sumbul Touqeer and MC Stan) targetted me and got me out of
the show. Even Archana (Gautam) became par t of that gang
and did the same. Their targets have always been me and
Priyanka, but this time Priyanka luckily got saved from the
nominations and I was evicted." Ankit Gupta believes that Tina
Dutta should have been evicted instead of him as she is not
contributing anything to the show. The actor says, "She’s not
straightforward or plays on the front foot, she has taken a
backseat." On the other hand, Shalin Bhanot is 'genuine' and
'misunderstood', according to the Udaariyaan actor.

AVATAR 2 BOX OFFICE COLLECTION DAY 11: JAMES CAMERON'S
BLOCKBUSTER CONTINUES TO SOAR HIGH

Avatar: The Way of Water continues to soar high at ticket windows.
After recording over Rs. 200 crore nett in the first week, the film
began its second week on a glorious note. James Cameron's
blockbuster had a massive business in India with it collecting almost
Rs 260 crore. The major collections are coming from the South, which
contributes about 50 per cent of all Indian collections, claims Box
Office India. The film has been earning in double digits, ever since its
release on December 16.
Avatar 2 Box Office Report
Avatar: The Way of Water is eyeing Rs 300 crore in the country in the
coming days. The film remains unfazed by the new Bollywood film
Cirkus starring Ranveer Singh and Dhamaka (Telugu).
It's been ten days since the release of James Cameron's 'Avatar 2'.
The film is performing remarkably well at the box office. Avatar: The
Way of Water has been receiving positive responses from critics and
audience. According to trade repor ts, Avatar 2 seems to have had a
powerful Monday in India. It raked in double digits and with this, the
total collection now stands at Rs 260 crore.

Box Office India stated that the "film is getting huge benefit of the
failure of Cirkus and may even star t doing better business than Cirkus
next weekend. Cirkus has taken a hit on Monday as expected and
collections will be down more than 50% and it may well be looking at
collections in the 3 crore nett range and maybe even less."
About Avatar 2
"Avatar" followed a paraplegic marine Jake Sully (Sam Worthington),
who becomes an unlikely champion for the Na'vi, the 10-foot-tall and
blue-skinned, sapient humanoids, in their fight for survival. The film,
which also featured Zoe Saldana, Stephen Lang and Sigourney Weaver,
was a colossal success, becoming Cameron's second movie after "Titanic" to
raise over USD 2 billion at the box office. It is currently the highest-grossing title of
all time. Its sequel, "Avatar: The Way of Water", which released in theatres
on Friday, has Wor thington's Sully and Saldana's Neytiri doing
everything they can to keep their family together. When unforeseen
events displace them from their home, the Sullys travel across the
vast reaches of Pandora, ultimately fleeing to territory held by the
Metkayina clan, who live in harmony with their surrounding oceans.

ALIA BHATT-RANBIR KAPOOR
CELEBRATE CHRISTMAS WITH A KISS,

CHECK THEIR ROMANTIC PHOTO

Alia Bhatt-Ranbir Kapoor went all romantic as they celebrated
their first Christmas celebrations after the wedding. Taking to
her social media, the actress early on Monday morning shared
a string of pictures from her celebrations with the Kapoor family
post-marriage. One of the cutest and most loved couples in
Bollywood, Alia-Ranbir also celebrated their first Christmas as
Raha’s parents. Now, Alia has treated her fans with some
adorable photos of her and Ranbir with the entire family and we
cannot stop gushing over them.
In the first picture, Ranbir Kapoor could be seen giving a warm
back hug to his wife Alia and kissing her on her cheeks as she
can't stop blushing. In the picture, Alia donned a red top with a
Santa hat whereas the actor looked dapper in a white shir t with
an olive green beanie cap. Sharing the photos, Alia captioned,
"It's the best time of year .. with the best people the world merry
merry always from my family to yours."

HIMANSHI KHURANA SUFFERS HIGH
FEVER AND BLEEDING NOSE;
HOSPITALISED IN ROMANIA

Punjabi actress-singer Himanshi Khurana, who was one of the
contestants of Bigg Boss 13, has been hospitalised in Romania
after suffering a nosebleed and high fever. The actress was
shooting for her upcoming Punjabi film Fatto De Yaar Bade Ne.
Repor tedly, Himanshi was filming a rain sequence in an
extremely freezing climate. The actress is currently under
doctor's supervision and is taking proper medical treatment.
The Punjabi singer and actress who is known for her films
such as 'Jeet Jaangey Jahaan', 'Sadda Haq', 'Leather Life', 'Afsar'
and many more, was shooting for a sequence in the film in
which she had to shoot under the rain in extremely cold weather.
Himanshi was shooting for her upcoming Punjabi film 'Fatto De
Yaar Bade Ne' at nearly -7 degree temperature when she got a
high fever and her nose star ted bleeding.
Despite her sickness, she continued to shoot but later, she was
hospitalised.
For the uninitiated, Himanshi had entered the Bigg Boss 13
house as a wildcard contestant and she had some ugly fights
with Shehnaaz Gill. On the show, she fell in love with her co-
contestant Asim Riaz and the two began dating inside the house.
Asim and Himanshi have been going strong ever since they
confessed their feelings for one another on a controversial
reality show. One of the most loved couples of tinsel town, they
are often papped together on dates and vacations.

TUNISHA SHARMA'S UNCLE PAWAN SHARMA BREAKS SILENCE; ACCUSES
SHEEZAN KHAN OF CHEATING AND DOUBLE DATING

Tunisha Sharma's uncle Pawan Sharma has finally opened up on
the suicide case and has accused Sheezan Khan of cheating and
double dating. According to him, "Sheezan Khan was not committed
even after being in a relationship with Tunisha..he used to talk and
keep in touch with many girls at the same time..due to which
Tunisha was under depression and stress. Even on 16th December
Tunisha came to know about Sheezan's deception due to which
she got an anxiety attack." He fur ther added, "Tunisha and Sheezan
were good friends earlier but later they came into a relationship a
few months back and 15 days back Sheezan broke up, saying that
he is with someone else now and is ending this relationship. If
Sheezan did nothing of that sor t than Tunisha who was doing well
in her career why would she commit suicide?" he also claimed that Tunisha had a conversation with Sheezan's before she committed
suicide, which makes it more evident that she was upset with him. Pawan Sharma said, "Why did Tunisha go straight to Sheezan's
make-up room during the break and hang out there?? This is enough to understand everything..something happened between both of them during that
time..that's why the interrogation of Sheezan and the investigation of his mobile should answer all the questions." Tunisha's mortal remains were brought to the
JJ Hospital, Naigaon at around 1:30 am on Sunday where her post-mortem was conducted. "The autopsy was conducted till 4:30 am and four to five police
personnel were also present," officials said, adding that the dead body has been kept in cold storage. Police have said they will investigate the death of Tunisha
from both the murder and suicide angles.  Tunisha's last rites will be held on December 27..when all the family members will come. the
family is awaiting Tunisha's maternal aunt to arrive from the UK.

SRK – the only Indian to feature in Empire
magazine’s ’50 Greatest Actors Of All Time’
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NAWAZUDDIN SIDDIQUI PAYS A
COURTESY CALL ON AMIT SHAH

AKSHAY TALKS ABOUT STARTING MARTIAL ARTS
TRAINING FOR WOMEN AFTER NIRBHAYA GANG RAPE

MUMBAI, (IANS) Bollywood star Akshay Kumar, who will be soon
seen in the film 'Selfiee', talked about teaching mar tial ar ts to women
for self-defence on 'Kaun Banega Crorepati 14'.
He said that he thought of star ting these classes after the brutal murder
and rape of a 22-year-old girl in Delhi in 2012 which was widely
known as Nirbhaya case.
"After the Nirbhaya case in 2012, I star ted the women's self-defence
class in 2013. In my life, I am in this position today not because of
acting but because of mar tial ar ts, self-defence, and discipline hence

I opened self-defence classes in many par ts of India," he said. Akshay,
who is known for movies like 'Khiladi', 'Mohra' and 'Bhool Bhulayiyaa',
among others, added: "It has been 10 years since that and till now we
have trained 90,000 women free of cost in mar tial ar ts." The Khiladi
Kumar also shared that he trained in martial ar ts in Thailand for a few
years and then in Mumbai and that he was a mar tial ar ts teacher
before star ting his career in acting. Akshay took over the hotseat for
the finale week of 'Kaun Banega Crorepati 14'. The show airs on Sony
Enter tainment Television.

NEW DELHI, (IANS) Bollywood actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui called
on Union Home Minister Amit Shah here on Monday.
Home Ministry officials described the meeting as a cour tesy
call. In recent days, Siddiqui has also met ICCR chief Vinay
Sahasrabuddhe and Goa CM Pramod Sawant.
Nawazuddin Siddiqui is known for his role in Anurag Kashyap`s
crime-drama 'Gangs of Wasseypur', among others

PLAYING A CORRUPT COP IN 'KUTTEY'

HAS PUT ARJUN KAPOOR IN A DILEMMA

Bollywood actor Arjun Kapoor, who is set to play a cop in the upcoming
theatrical film 'Kuttey', feels that his role in the film brought in a sense
of dichotomy as he is a law abiding citizen but his character is of a
corrupt police officer in the film.
Commenting on the same, the actor said: "For me to play a cop in
'Kuttey' was a fulfilling experience, because to be a law abiding person
and to try and operate out of the law was an interesting dichotomy to
have to play a corrupt official. It was very exciting to wear the uniform,
wear the cap, do the salute, look and feel the par t."
Arjun had earlier essayed the role of a cop in the Dibakar Banerjee
directorial 'Sandeep Aur Pinky Faraar'. The trailer of 'Kuttey' has been
appreciated as people have raved about the refreshing storytelling,
the fantastic ensemble cast, the power ful per formances that one
would get to see in the film.
"Playing a policeman in 'Sandeep Aur Pinky Faraar' gave me a lot of
love, invaluable appreciation and of course, some best actor awards!
So, if I get the same respect and accolades by playing a cop again in
'Kuttey', I would happily take that because I'm also a greedy actor

who wants to leave a mark in the films that I do," he added.
The actor also mentioned that he has been pushed by his director, the
young Aasman Bhardwaj, to deliver a performance that he is super
proud of.
He said: "I have been pushed by Aasman to explore and show my
skills in Kuttey. It's the best thing to have a director who believes in
you and wants the best for you. He has always stood next to me like
a rock, telling me that I can go that extra distance.
He fur ther noted: "I feel playing a cop could be a game changer for
me, as one end of the spectrum I have played a suspended police
officer, now I have played a not so nice police officer and I would like
to put it out there in the world that I hope to play a positive difference
making character who is in uniform too because our policemen
constantly and unconditionally work to keep us safe day in and day
out. I have huge respect for them and I want to show that on screen if
given a chance." 'Kuttey', which also stars Naseeruddin Shah, Konkona
Sen Sharma, Tabu, Kumud Mishra and Radhika Madan, is set to arrive
in cinemas on January 13, 2023.

'Brahmastra', 'Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2', 'Darlings'

lead in IIFA nominations
The nominations for the 23rd edition of the International Indian Film
Academy and Awards, popularly known as IIFA, were announced
on Monday. 'Brahmastra Par t One: Shiva', 'Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2',
'Darlings' and are leading the pack with ten, five and five nominations,
respectively.
'Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2', 'Darlings', 'Drishyam 2', 'Gangubai Kathiawadi'
and 'Vikram Vedha' have made it to the nomination list of the Best
Picture category.
Top picks for the Direction category are 'Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2',
'Brahmastra Par t One: Shiva', 'Darlings', 'Gangubai Kathiawadi',
'Monica O My Darling' and 'Rocketry: The Nambi Effect'.
The nominees for Per formance in a Leading Role (Female) are
Yami Gautam Dhar for 'A Thursday', Tabu for 'Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2',
Alia Bhatt for 'Darlings', Shefali Shah again for 'Darlings' and Alia
Bhatt for 'Gangubai Kathiawadi'.
Kar tik Aaryan ('Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2'), Abhishek Bachchan ('Dasvi'),
Ajay Devgn ( 'Drishyam 2'), Rajkummar Rao ( 'Monica O My
Darling'), Anupam Kher ('The Kashmir Files') and Hrithik Roshan
('Vikram Vedha') are the nominees for Performance in a Leading
Role (Male).
The nominees for Performance in a Suppor ting Role (Female) are
Sheeba Chadha ('Badhaai Do'), Mouni Roy ('Brahmastra Par t One:
Shiva'), Nimrat Kaur ('Dasvi'), Tabu ('Drishyam 2') and Radhika
Apte ('Monica O My Darling').
For the Per formance in a Suppor ting Role (Male) category the
nominees are Abhishek Banerjee for 'Bhediya', Shah Rukh Khan for
'Brahmastra Par t One: Shiva', Vijay Raaz for 'Gangubai Kathiawadi',
Anil Kapoor for 'Jugjugg Jeeyo' and Sikander Kher for 'Monica O My
Darling'.
Pritam ('Bhool Bhulaiyaa 2' and 'Brahmastra Par t One: Shiva'),
Sanjay Leela Bhansali ('Gangubai Kathiawadi'), Oaff and Savera

('Gehraiyaan'), Tanishk Bagchi, Pozy ('Niranjan Dhar'), Kanishk
Seth and Vishal Shelke ( 'Jugjugg Jeeyo') have bagged the
nominations for Music Direction.
Jonita Gandhi for the song 'Deva Deva' ('Brahmastra Par t One:
Shiva'), Shreya Ghoshal for 'Rasiya' ('Brahmastra Par t One: Shiva')
'Jab Saiyaan'  (Gangubai Kathiawadi),  Lothika for 'Doobey'
('Gehraiyaan') and Kavita Seth for 'Rangi Sari' - traditional/folk song
('Jugjugg Jeeyo') are in the race for Playback Singer (Female)
category.
The nominees for Playback Singer (Male) are Arijit Singh for
'Kesariya' and 'Deva Deva' ('Brahmastra Par t One: Shiva'), Mohit
Chauhan for 'Gehraiyaan' (reprise), Kanishk Seth for 'Rangi Sari' -
traditional/folk song ('Jugjugg Jeeyo') and Aditya Rao for 'Behney
Do' ('Rocketry: The Nambi Effect')
Fur thermore, the nominees for Best Story (Original) are Akshat
Ghildial and Suman Adhikary for 'Badhaai Do', Ayan Mukherji for
'Brahmastra Par t One: Shiva', R. Balki for 'Chup', Jasmeet K. Reen
and Parveez Shaikh for 'Darlings' and Vivek Ranjan Agnihotri for
'The Kashmir Files'. The nominees for Best Story (Adapted) are
Aamil Keeyan Khan and Abhishek Pathak for 'Drishyam 2', S.Hussain
Zaidi and Jane Borges for 'Gangubai Kathiawadi', Yogesh Chandekar
for 'Monica O My Darling', R.Madhavan for 'Rocketry: The Nambi
Effect' and Pushkar-Gayatri and BA Fida for 'Vikram Vedha'. The
nominees for Lyrics are Varun Grover for the song 'Atak Gaya Hai'
('Badhaai Do'), Amitabh Bhattacharya for the song 'Kesariya'
('Brahmastra Par t One: Shiva'), A.M. Turaz for the song 'Jab Saiyaan'
('Gangubai Kathiawadi'), Ankur Tewari for the song 'Gehraiyaan'
('Gehraiyaan') and Raj Shekhar for the song 'Behney Do' ('Rocketry:
The Nambi Effect'). Global voting will go live on Tuesday, December
27, 2022. The 23rd edition of IIFA will be held at Yas Island, Abu
Dhabi, on February 9, 10 and 11, 2023.

PANKAJ TRIPATHI LOOKS PROMISING
AS ATAL BIHARI VAJPAYEE IN FIRST

LOOK FROM MAIN ATAL HOON

On the Bir th Anniversary of India’s former Prime Minister Shri
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, the makers of his biopic 'Main Atal Hoon'
unveiled the first look of Pankaj Tripathi from the film. On Sunday,
the actor took to his social media and shared a video in which
he can be seen giving a glimpse of his character. In the caption,
Pankaj Tripathi penned down a few lines by Pandit Dhirendra
tripathi, which reads, "Na main kahin dagmagaya, na main kahin
sar jhukaya, main atal hoon."
‘Main ATAL Hoon’ revolves around the journey of our multifaceted
ex-Prime Minister who was also a poet, a statesman, a leader
and a humanitarian. Ever since makers announced that Pankaj
Tripathi will be essaying the role of Atal Ji in his biopic, audiences
were waiting with bated breath to see Pankaj Tripathi in the
avatar of our ex-Prime Minister. Soon after his first look was
dropped, several of Pankaj Tripathi’s colleagues and fans took
to the comment section and expressed excitement. Dhvani
Bhanushali dropped folded hands emoji. "Can’t wait for this,"
said a fan. "Eagerly waiting," another wrote.
Speaking about stepping in the shoes of former PM, Pankaj
Tripathi had said in a statement, "It's my honour to por tray such
a humane politician on screen. He was not just a politician but
so much more, he was an excellent writer and a renowned poet.
Getting to be in his shoes is nothing but a privilege for an actor
like me." Helmed by National Award winning Director, Ravi
Jadhav and written by Utkarsh Naithani, the film will release in
December 2023. The music for the film will be composed by
Salim-Sulaiman with lyrics by Sameer, while Sonu Nigam has
rendered vocals for the motion video announcement.

INSIDE ALIA BHATT-RANBIR KAPOOR'S
CHRISTMAS BASH: NEW PARENTS

CELEBRATE WITH FAMILY & FRIENDS

New parents Alia Bhatt and Ranbir Kapoor celebrated their first Christmas
after their wedding this year and the arrival of their baby girl Raha. Alia's
mother Soni Razdan shared a video and offered us a glimpse of the festivities.
Neetu Kapoor, Shaheen Bhatt, Pooja Bhatt and Brahmastra director Ayan
Mukerji also joined them in the celebrations. Also, the Gangubai Kathiawadi
actress dropped a picture with sister Shaheen on her Instagram Stories and
captioned it, “Merry merry with my cherry.”  Soni shared a special solo
picture with Alia who was in a bright red dress and donned a Santa hairband.
In another picture, Alia and Shaheen posed together. She posted it with a
caption, "It’s a holly jolly Christmas. Also a great time to get these two
together at one time at home." On the other hand, Ranbir mom's and actress
Neetu too shared a picture from Christmas dinner and wrote, "Merry
Christmas." In the selfie, Neetu could be seen posing with Alia and Ranbir,
Ayan Mukerji, Pooja Bhatt, Shaheen and Soni Razdan. Soon after she shared
the picture, fans flooded the comment section with red heart and fire
emoticons. The snap featured Alia dressed in a red turtle-necked sweater.
For the unversed, Bollywood star couple Ranbir Kapoor and Alia Bhatt,
became proud parents to a baby girl last month. They have named their
daughter Raha which means divine path. The power couple announced
their pregnancy in June this year. The 'Brahmastra' couple tied their knot on
April 14, 2022, at Ranbir's Mumbai residence in an intimate ceremony,
after dating for years.  On the movies front, Alia will next be seen in
Karan Johar's upcoming romantic film 'Rocky aur Rani Ki Prem
Kahani' opposite Ranveer Singh, Dharmendra, Jaya Bachchan, and
Shabana Azmi. The film is all set to hit the theatres on April 28,
2023. Apart from that, she also has director Farhan Akhtar's next
film 'Jee Le Zara' opposite Katrina Kaif and Priyanka Chopra. Apart from this,
she also has the Netflix film Heart of Stone, which marks her Hollywood
debut. The movie co-stars Gal Gadot and Jamie Dornan.
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GIGI HADID DOESN'T HAVE ENERGY TO
RUN AFTER LEONARDO DICAPRIO

B O L LY W O O D

NUSHRRATT BHARUCCHA IS HAVING

'SCARY CHRISTMAS' ON 'CHHORII 2' SETS
 It's a working Christmas for Bollywood actress Nushrratt Bharuccha
as she is busy with the shoot of her film "Chhorii 2". The film's team
kick-star ted the shoot for the sequel to the 2021 horror film "Chhorii"
a few weeks ago.
Taking to the story section of her Instagram, Nushrratt shared a picture
of a clapping board and wrote "A scary Christmas for us!".

The actress earlier received a lot of positive response for "Chhorii" in
which she played the role of Meenal, a pregnant woman who star ts
experiencing paranormal activities.
Meanwhile, on the other hand, she has an interesting lineup of films
like "Selfiee" alongside Akshay Kumar and Emraan Hashmi, and
"Akelli", which is another solo lead film by the actress.

Things don't look good for fans of Gigi Hadid's rumoured romance
with Leonardo DiCaprio, as the model repor tedly 'doesn't have
the energy' for his hectic routine.
In recent months, the pair have been spotted at a number of
events together, but neither star has spoken out about the dating
speculation, repor ts 'Mirror.co.uk'.
After Leo, 48, was spotted with 23-year-old Victoria Lamas on
a cosy outing, an insider claimed things have simmered down
between the actor and 27-year-old Gigi.
While the pair are said to "like each other very much," neither
one is looking for anything serious and Gigi's priority is her
daughter Khai Hadid Malik, who she shares with One Direction
star Zayn Malik.
"Gigi doesn't have the energy to run after DiCaprio. His routine
is too much for her," the source told Page Six. Leonardo had
dated Camila Morrone, 25, for four years - during which time
the pair were seen publicly on numerous occasions.

KIM KARDASHIAN IS HAVING 'REALLY
HARD' TIME CO-PARENTING WITH KANYE

Kim Kardashian recently shared how the co-parenting situation
is going with her former husband, Kanye West. During a Monday
guest spot on the 'Angie Mar tinez IRL' podcast, the 42-year-old
'Kardashians' star discussed the highly controversial ar tiste
and their four children, repor ts 'People' magazine.
The former couple, who share daughters Nor th, 9, Chicago, 4,
and sons Saint, 6, and Psalm, 3, finalised their highly-publicised
divorce in November, following West's on-and-off social media
play-by-play of the situation.

PHILIPPINE LEROY-BEAULIEU HAD A
BLAST PLAYING SYLVIE GRATEAU IN

'EMILY IN PARIS'

French actress Philippine Leroy-Beaulieu plays chic French
boss Sylvie Grateau, the nemesis of Emily Cooper (Lily Collins),
in Netflix's 'Emily in Paris'. With sophisticated outfits and a
Machiavellian management style, she nearly steals the show.
While 'Emily in Paris' had propelled her to global fame, Leroy-
Beaulieu is a veteran of French films and TV, having worked
with renowned filmmakers such as Roger Vadim, Coline Serreau
and Philippe Le Guay as well as Andrzej Wajda, James Ivory
and Rober t Altman, repor ts 'Variety'. The actress revealed that
she had a blast playing her character's dark sides.

DIVYA AGARWAL LOOKS IRRESISTIBLE AS SHE GOES BOLD AND
SENSUOUS FOR CHRISTMAS PHOTOSHOOT

BIGG BOSS OTT WINNER DIVYA AGARWAL RECENTLY DROPPED PICTURES FROM HER STUNNING CHRISTMAS PHOTOSHOOT. THE
ACTRESS WENT ALL BOLD, HOT AND SENSUAL IN A METALLIC BACKLESS TOP WHICH SHE PAIRED WITH SHIMMERY GREEN SHORTS.

MOUNI ROY TURNS UP THE HEAT IN YO YO

HONEY SINGH'S PARTY SONG GATIVIDHI
Mouni Roy and rapper Rapper Yo Yo Honey Singh have released their new
song Gatividhi. The rap track has been composed and sung by Honey
Singh and Mouni can be seen adding the zing to the par ty track with her
dance moves and edgy styling. Fans of Honey Singh and Mouni have been
left impressed by the track and Gatividhi has been trending on social
media ever since it was released on Saturday. Rest assured, the song will
be playing at every par ty this Christmas and New Year's.
Rapper Yo Yo Honey Singh has been in the news of late. First, it was his
chiseled look after he gained extra pounds that made waves on the internet
and now, it's his new song Gatividhi, featuring Brahmastra actress Mouni
Roy which is grabbing all the attention. The song is a par ty number and is
best suited for this time of the year when the holiday season is in full-
swing. Mouni's dance moves, l ike
always are killer and the hook step is
easy to repl icate. The track has
trending music and will become an
earworm for music fans.
Talking about Gat iv idhi song,
composer and singer Honey Singh
said, "Like the name suggests,
Gatividhi is going to be a hep par ty
song and Mouni Roy's charm in the
video has lifted the song to the next
level. The video is killer and I can't
wait for the people to see and listen to
Gativ idhi.  Musical ly,  the song
somewhere reminds of another Honey
Singh song Manali Trance. The visuals
of the song present Honey and Mouni
grooving to the beats of the song in an
underground set-up.
Mouni Roy said about the song, "It is
the perfect song for this time of the
year. What better way to celebrate the
year ending with a Badass song. It was
a perfect collaboration with Yo! Yo! and
Namoh Studios."



22 MidWeek MIDWEEK NEWS WEEKLY

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 27,  2022B O L LY W O O D

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: A.R. RAHMAN BRINGS HIS DIRECTORIAL DEBUT ‘LE MUSK,’ A CINEMATIC SENSORY
EXPERIENCE, IN PARTNERSHIP WITH CANADIAN COMPANY MALARR ENTERTAINMENT GROUP

Composer extraordinaire, and Slumdog Millionaire fame Oscar, Grammy and BAFTA-winning musician, A.R.
Rahman brings his directorial debut 'Le Musk,' a cinematic sensory experience, to Canada. Rahman ushers in
the next disruption in storytelling by perfectly marrying technology and creativity. Le Musk pushes the boundaries
of traditional cinema and heralds the unparalleled experience XR entertainment can offer audiences.   It is a 36-
minute-long cinematic sensory experience that can ONLY be experienced in VR motion chairs specially
designed for the film, that combines vir tual reality, with motion, music, scent, and haptics.
The idea for the film came from Rahman's wife Saira who is a connoisseur of perfumes and wished
to employ scent as a narrative device in immersive cinema. "Inspired by that thought I went on a
journey to understand vir tual reality filmmaking and exhibition and directed this film based on a
screenplay by Gurachi Phoenix," said Rahman who has also composed the music scores for the

film. The cast includes Nora Arnezeder ("Army of the Dead") and Guy Burnet ("Oppenheimer") in lead
roles, alongside Munirih Grace ("Pure") and Mariam Zohrabyan.
Imagined by AR Rahman and suppor ted by Ideal Enter tainment and Intel as co-producers and Thenandal
Studio and Palani Andavar Holdings as associate producers, the movie has received an acclaimed
welcome at the 75th Cannes Festival. It was shot in Rome on 14 different cameras capturing super-
resolution quality video and post-produced in stereoscopic 360 VR workflow at higher resolution and
frame rate and was finished by ten VFX houses from around the world. MALARR Enter tainment
par tnered in this venture signalling vir tual reality is the key to the future of storytelling.
AR Rahman has been described as the world's most prominent and prolific film composer by Time
Magazine and one of the world's all-time top selling recording ar tists.

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE WITH OSCAR WINNER A.R. RAHMAN
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JOHN ABRAHAM'S CHARACTER NAME
IS JIM IN 'PATHAAN'

B O L LY W O O D

MUMBAI, (IANS) Bollywood actor
John Abraham is playing the arch-
enemy of Shah Rukh Khan's titular
character in the upcoming spy-
action theatrical film 'Pathaan'.
The name of John's character has
now been revealed and he's called
Jim in the film. The makers are
constantly dropping small bits of
information from the film to the fans
and audiences. They recently
released the jukebox of 'Pathaan' and
it interestingly has a Pathaan theme
track and a Jim theme track which
led to fans figuring out that John, who plays Pathaan's arch-enemy, is
going to be called Jim! 'Pathaan', which belongs to Aditya Chopra's
ambitious spy universe, has the country's biggest superstars Shah
Rukh Khan, Deepika Padukone and John Abraham. Director
Siddhar th Anand had earlier revealed that he will present John in a
super slick avatar in 'Pathaan'. He had said, "I have always believed in the
fact that the villain's projection should be as big, if not bigger than that of the
hero's. Only when the villain is massive, can the tussle between them be
spectacular. And we have an extraordinary battle when SRK
takes on John." The film, produced by YRF, is set to release on
January 25, 2023 in Hindi, Tamil and Telugu.

CIRKUS BOX OFFICE COLLECTION DAY 4: RANVEER SINGH'S
FILM FAILS AT TICKET WINDOW, WITNESSES HUGE DROP

 Rohit Shetty's latest film, starring Ranveer Singh and an ensemble cast including Pooja Hegde, Jacqueline Fernandez, Johnny Lever, Varun
Sharma, Mukesh Tiwari, Radhika Bangia, Vrajesh Hirjee, Murali Sharma, and Anil Charanjeett, has been performing poorly at the box office
despite Shetty's previous successes with films like Sooryavanshi, Simmba, and Golmaal Again. The film, which was released on December
23, has received negative reviews from both audiences and critics and has struggled to attract viewers.
Cirkus Box Office Report
According to recent media repor ts, on Monday, Cirkus has only earned around Rs 2-4 crore and its total collections now stand at Rs 22.85-
24.85 crore, with 20.85 crore earned during its first weekend. The film's poor performance has been a disappointment to both the filmmakers
and audiences. As per trade repor ts, here's the daywise collection of the film:
Day 1 [1st Friday] Rs 6.25 Cr
Day 2 [1st Saturday} Rs 6.40 Cr
Day 3 [1st Sunday] Rs 8.20 Cr
Day 4 [1st Monday] Rs 2.40 Cr (early estimates)
About Cirkus
"Cirkus," a film directed by Rohit Shetty and starring Ranveer Singh and Varun Sharma, is an adaptation of William Shakespeare's "The
Comedy of Errors." Shetty, known for his action comedies and dramas, has expressed confidence that the film will be well-received by
audiences and stated that he makes films with the intention of enter taining viewers. The film was released on December 23.
Talking about the film, Rohit shetty, in an earlier statement said, "'Cirkus' is for the audience who loved 'Golmaal' and 'All The Best'. It's that
kind of a film. This is for all those who loved those films. I'm sure they're going to love it because I've watched the film," the 48-year-old
director told repor ters, adding, "When we star ted off, I was just a filmmaker making films. Then, the kind of love I got from the audience, it
became their film. So, I now make films for them, I take it as a responsibility."

RANVEER SINGH'S NUDE PHOTOSHOOT TO JACQUELINE'S ED
INTERROGATION: TOP 5 CELEBRITY CONTROVERSIES OF 2022
The year 2022 has been full of controversies for Bollywood celebrities.
The enter tainment industry is well-known for its controversies and so
are the celebrities, controversies go synonymous with the Entertainment
industry and 2022 was rather full of them. As the year is coming to an
end, let's take a walk down memory lane of the most talked about Bollywood
controversies of 2022.
1. Ranveer Singh's PAPER magazine photoshoot
The powerhouse of Bollywood never fails to turn heads for his out-of-the-
box fashion sense. Be it wearing quirky clothes or going for a steamy
nude photoshoot, Ranveer has been there and done that. This year in
September, the actor took the internet by storm by dropping his photoshoot
with PAPER magazine. An FIR was filed against him at the Mumbai
Police Station and several social activists even started a drive of donating
clothes to the actor.
2. Jacqueline Fernandez's link to Conman Sukesh Chandrasekhar
On August 17, 2022,  ED filed a supplementary charge sheet in the Rs 200
crore extortion case against conman Sukesh Chandrashekar in a Delhi
Court mentioning the name of Jacqueline Fernandez as an accused. Ever
since the matter was out, the actress has been the prey of various
controversies. Jacqueline has also been summoned by ED several times
in the matter for the purpose of investigation.
The ED charge sheet clearly stated that "during the investigation,
statements of Jacqueline Fernandez were recorded on 30.08.2021 and
20.10.2021 Jacqueline stated she received gifts viz three designer bags
from Gucci, Chanel, and two Gucci outfits for gym wear. A pair of Louis
Vuitton shoes, two pairs of diamond earrings and a bracelet of multi-
colored stones, two Hermes bracelets. She also received a Mini Cooper
which she returned."
Though the actress is currently on bail, conman Sukesh is behind the
bars.
3. Richa Chadda's tweet about the Indian Army
It started when Richa reshared Northern Army Commander Lt General
Upendra Dwivedi's statement on her Twitter timeline and wrote, "Galwan
says hi." The actress received severe backlash and was brutally trolled
on social media for her choice of words. Several celebs, including Akshay
Kumar, Adivi Sesh criticized the actress for her remark.

4. Liger funding investigation
ED grilled Actor Vijay Deverakonda for more than nine hours in connection
with the PMLA case registered after a complaint was filed with the central
agency stating that hawala money was invested in the movie 'Liger' by a
top Telangana Rashtra Samithi leader. According to sources, Vijay was
questioned in a case related to an alleged FEMA (Foreign Exchange
Management Act, 1999) violation.
5. Sushmita Sen and Lalit Modi romance controversy
Lalit Modi took the Internet by storm by posting romantic photos with
Sushmita. Since he called the former Miss Universe 'better half', netizens
assumed that the two are already married. However, after some time, he
clarified that they are not married yet but he intends to be very soon.
Looking closely at Sushmita Sen and Lalit Modi's photo some spotted a
ring in the actress' hands leading them to believe that they are engaged.
However, Sushmita later put all speculations to rest. The actress clearly
said she is not married and there are no rings.

TUNISHA SHARMA DEATH: SHEEZAN
KHAN ADMITS SHRADDHA WALKER

CASE FORCED HIM TO BREAKUP
Tunisha Sharma's death case is taking new turns as her alleged
boyfriend has been taken under custody by Waliv police. He is being
under interrogation and many unanswered questions have been
revealed. According to a senior police officer, Sheezan has admitted
that after the Shraddha and Aftab case, he was scared. That's why he
broke up keeping in mind the age gap and religion. But the officer says
Sheezan's statement will be verified with the rest of his people. Now
a new angle of religion has made the case more complicated.
Along with this, by retrieving the SMS, WhatsApp chat and call
recording, further investigation will be done whether Sheezan broke
up due to Shraddha and Aftab's case or if he is misleading the police.
There are new revelations about Sheezan's secret girlfriend too. The
Police are trying to dig into every minute detail. Currently, the
investigation is stuck on one question, if Tunisha ever had a chat with
this secret girlfriend of Sheezan Khan?
So far, police have recorded statements of 14 people in actress' suicide.
Recently, Sheezan was arrested after a case of abetment to suicide
was registered against him under Section 306 of the IPC. Tunisha and
Sheezan were co-stars in 'Ali Baba: Dastaan-E-Kabul'.
On Saturday, Tunisha was found dead on the sets of a TV serial.
According to Waliv Police, they received information that after the tea
break, the actress went to the toilet and when she did not come back,
the police broke the door open and found that she had hanged herself.
No suicide note was recovered at the spot by police.
Tanusha's post-mortem has been done and the body was kept at JJ
Hospital. Now, Tunisha's uncle will be going to the hospital to collect
actress' mortal remains. Tunisha's body will be brought to Mira Road's
mortuary. She will be cremated tomorrow (December 27) at 4 pm.

DECODING DEEPIKA PADUKONE’S
STUNNING LOOKS FROM PATHAAN’S

BESHARAM RANG

The first song from the much-anticipated film Pathaan was released
by the makers on Monday morning. The upbeat dance number, titled
Besharam Rang, features the lead couple—Shah Rukh Khan and
Deepika Padukone—romancing each other at exotic locations. The
peppy number pleased fans, with many requesting more glimpses of
the film right away. Apart from Deepika’s fiery dance moves, the
actress also set the temperature soaring with her stunning looks from
the track. Here’s decoding Deepika Padukone’s looks from the song
Besharam Rang. Deepika Padukone makes an entry in a stunning
bright yellow monokini. It has halter straps, a plunging neckline, and
strings to tie it together on the back and neck.The matching bottoms
have a low-rise waist and fit her body perfectly. She looks more
attractive because of her bold expressions and backcombed, open
hair. She wore a nude lip colour, contoured cheeks with a blush,
darker brows, a smudge of mascara on the lashes, a flick of kajal, and
barely any eyeliner. The song also features her in a stunning gold one-
piece swimsuit. The swimsuit has a deep neckline strapped sleeves,
and high cuts on the thighs. She paired the swimsuit with a printed
shirt and gave it a shoulder-drop effect and tied it to her waist. Deepika
accessorised it with dramatic gold earrings, a side-parted, wet-hair
look, sheer lip colour and soft smokey eye shadow. Deepika Padukone
also sports a lavender mesh crop top that consists of straps, a golden
zip and a plunging neckline. She paired the look with a holographic
green and purple skirt. The skirt has a deep slit on the side that shows
off the actress’ toned legs. She completed the look with a wavy
hairdo, emerald tassel earrings, smokey eyes and brownish lip shade.

KANGANA RANAUT RECALLS THE TIME WHEN HER PARENTS GAVE HER A ‘TIGHT SLAP’
WHEN SHE ‘MISBEHAVED’: ‘PAPA PULLED OUT MONEY FROM HIS BUSINESS…’

Kangana Ranaut, who will soon be making her solo
directorial debut with the period drama Emergency,
recently took to Instagram to share that her parents
“never licked or kissed” her for her “beauty or
brains,” and if someone praised her looks, they
“looked visibly uncomfor table and dismissed it
immediately.”
Kangana wrote this as she pointed out that many
people “whine about their childhood and blame their
parents/parenting for most of their failures.” The
Dhaakad actor said she felt very differently about
it. She wrote this note as a way to thank her parents,
and parents everywhere who did a “selfless act to
dedicate one’s t ime, emotions, energies and
earnings on babies.”
The Queen actor mentioned that parents today pamper their children from the moment they’re born, but her parents were not the same
way. She wrote that if “we misbehaved, they gave us a tight slap and no one was above discipline.”
Talking about the love she received from them, the actor compared it to the “winter sun.” “The love we experienced from them was silent
and subtle, like a winter sun, mostly expressed through gazes of approval and smiles of assurance,” she said.
She also spoke about the time when her father asked her to “get lost” when she decided to drop out of her school. “Papa pulled out money
from his business and funded my education in Chandigarh best institution and when I dropped from school, he simply said get lost and
I did!!! And thank God that he said those magic words , ‘Get Lost!!’. Haha.”
She concluded her note by saying that she was grateful for everything her parents did for her and called them the “best parents.” “Please
know they did their best as they knew it,” she wrote.
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LIONEL MESSI POSES FOR CELEBRITY
INDIAN PHOTOGRAPHER ROHAN SHRESTHA

SRK HUGS SALMAN ON HIS 57TH B'DAY, FANS OVERWHELMED

B O L LY W O O D

World football champion Lionel Messi got clicked by celebrity Indian
photographer Rohan Shrestha for his #WhiteTSeries.
Sharing more about this dream shoot, Shrestha said: “For those who
know me would know I’m a big fan of Lionel Messi since he was 17
and a professional shoot was on the top of my wishlist ever since I
picked up the camera professionally in 2010. I got the chance in Paris
& my dream shoot was just a flight away. After Zinedine Zidane, this
was my second shoot with an international Footballer.” Speaking of
his experience Shrestha said: “My hands were shaking, my heart
was pumping fast, my palms were sweaty while I was doing the
shoot but yes I did it.” “After the shoot, I had the chance to speak with
him & his team. Messi was then informed that I was a huge fan and
that’s when he came up to me and hugged me. This was the best
moment of 2022 for me and possibly in my career.” “I eventually
decided to wait for these pictures to be released as I was convinced
that Lionel Messi is going to win the World Cup and I would release it
after, and he did.” For the unversed, Rohan’s recently collaborated
with American actor-comedian Kevin Hart.

FARHAN AKHTAR PENS HEARTFELT
APPRECIATION NOTE FOR RONALDO

Farhan Akhtar has penned a hear tfelt note for star Por tuguese
footballer Cristiano Ronaldo on social media. The Bollywood actor-
filmmaker said Ronaldo gave life to the game. Taking to Instagram,
he shared a long note appreciating Ronaldo and his work. He also
shared a picture of the footballer alongside the note. He wrote:
“This is a @cristianoRonaldo appreciation post. This guy has
given his life to the game, set standards of skill, athleticism
and fitness that most spor tspeople can only fantasise about.
“It’s so easy to tear someone down in a moment when they
stop behaving like robots and display human emotion. It’s
so easy to forget how fortunate we’ve been to witness him take
the beautiful game to a whole other level through sheer
commitment, sacrifices, hard work and constant improvement
through self analysis.” “It annoys the hell out of me to see
commentators diss him and speak of him as a has-been. Not one
of them could last a day in his shoes… I don’t know the guy but I
know that watching him play made me happy. Even when he played
against teams I supported… I hope he knows what he means to
the millions of people who feel the same way I do.”

MUMBAI, (IANS) Fans of Bollywood superstars Salman Khan and
Shah Rukh Khan can now proudly say "Karan-Arjun aa gaye (Karan-
Arjun are here finally)!". Salman was greeted by the 'Pathaan' star on
his bir thday.
SRK hugged Salman as he hosted a joint par ty with his sister Arpita
Khan, whose daughter Ayat Sharma, who shares her bir thday with
the actor, turned three on Tuesday. Among the host of celebs, including
Pooja Hegde, Kar tik Aaryan, Suniel Shetty, Tabu, Sangeeta Bijlani,
Shah Rukh grabbed the most attention.
The videos of the two superstars sharing a sweet moment in embrace
are doing rounds on the Internet. The fans were left in awe as the two
shared the frames together.
A netizen wrote about Salman and Shah Rukh Khan's bond, "The best,

most intimate and close friendship in Bollywood." Another fan on
Instagram also said the moment reminded him of Shah Rukh and
Salman attending politician Baba Siddique's Iftaar par ty in 2013,
where they ended their years-long cold war by giving each other a
warm hug.
SRK and Salman's friendship has stood the test of time despite two
major fights between the two - One during the making of 'Chalte
Chalte' when Salman regularly showed up on sets and created
ruckus over his girlfriend Aishwarya Rai which resulted in the
actress gett ing ousted from the f i lm and replaced by Rani
Mukerji. Second was during Katrina Kaif's bir thday back in 2008
when the two superstars came at loggerhead over their respective
reality television game shows.

CIRKUS BOX OFFICE COLLECTION DAY 1: RANVEER SINGH'S

FILM SHOCKS WITH A POOR OPENING

Cirkus Box Office Collection Day 1: Ranveer Singh's film has
a dull opening at the box office. The latest Bollywood film
directed by Rohit Shetty was expected to have a hear ty run
at the ticket window, however, it couldn't perform well and
minted only Rs 7 Cr. Also, this was more of a shocker
because previously, the duo of Ranveer Singh and Rohit
Shetty have delivered hits like Simmba and Sooryavanshi.
This could be troublesome as Ranveer's previous film
Jayeshbhai Jordaar too did not perform well.
Cirkus Box Office Report
Sharing details, Box Office India repor ted, "Cirkus has taken
a dull opening at the box office around 10-15% as the biggest
box office shock comes with the last major release of 2022.
Cirkus is disappointing as it collects in the 7 crore nett range. It may go to 7.50 crore nett with likely better collections in UP and the
Central belt but that will hardly make much difference. Mumbai circuit is a killer for the film as it should have done 5 crore nett on worse
case scenario and right now it will hardly hit the 3 crore nett mark."
About Cirkus
Fronted by Ranveer Singh and Varun Sharma, "Cirkus" is based on William Shakespeare's classic play "The Comedy of Errors". It has hit
the screens on December 23.
Recently, filmmaker Rohit Shetty spoke about Cirkus saying he makes films to enter tain the audience and his latest directorial is a step
in the same direction. Shetty, known for action comedies like the "Golmaal" franchise and "All The Best: Fun Begins" and action
dramas such as the "Singham" series, said he is confident that his latest release will be loved by the viewers.
"'Cirkus' is for the audience who loved 'Golmaal' and 'All The Best'. It's that kind of a film. This is for all those who loved those
films. I'm sure they're going to love it because I've watched the film," the 48-year-old director told repor ters, adding, "When we
star ted off, I was just a filmmaker making films. Then, the kind of love I got from the audience, it became their film. So, I now make
films for them, I take it as a responsibility."



ODI CRICKET FACES AN IDENTITY CRISIS
AS ICC WORLD CUP YEAR ARRIVES

The decision to send the Pakistan team for the ODI World Cup in India
next year will be taken at the government level, the new Pakistan
Cricket Board chairman Najam Sethi has said.
Speaking with reference to the threat made by his predecessor, Ramiz
Raja, that Pakistan will consider pulling out of the mega event if India
didn’t come to Pakistan for the Asia Cup, Sethi said on Monday that,
“if the government says don’t go to India, we will not go”.
“Where Pakistan and India’s cricket relations are concerned, let’s be
clear. (The)decisions on whether to play or not play tour or not tour
are always taken at the government level,” Sethi told a press
conference in Karachi. “These are decisions only taken at the
government level; the PCB can only seek clarity.” Sethi added that he
will be in touch with the Asian Cricket Council on the issue of the Asia
Cup, which Pakistan is scheduled to host next year. “I will see what
the situation is and then move forward. Any decision we take, we
have to make sure we are not isolated.” Sethi also said he or the PCB
had no objection if Raja decided to return to the commentary box.
“I have a lot of respect for Ramiz and we would never oppose him
returning to the commentary box.” Sethi also rubbished the accounts

DECISION TO SEND TEAM TO INDIA WILL BE TAKEN
AT GOVERNMENT LEVEL: NAJAM SETHI

of his expenditure put up by the previous PCB management on its
website, saying that they were incorrect.
“When I go back to Lahore, the first thing I am going to do is (to) bring
the factual position before the public. The figures given about me
per taining to expenses are not right at all,” said Sethi. Sethi also
defended the decision of the present Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif to
remove Raja as PCB chairman. “I was chairman in 2018. When Imran
Khan’s government was formed, I resigned although some people in
(the) corridors of power told me no one will remove me. I have always
believed that (the) prime minister has the right to choose his candidate
to run cricket affairs, so I resigned.” Sethi also said that he was in
touch with Pakistan’s former head coach, Mickey Ar thur as he wanted
him back. “Mickey is presently contracted with Derbyshire and I
have spoken to him. The situation will become clear in the next 8-10
days and we have sought his advice on the new coaching setup for
the team. “When he (Ar thur) was with the team, he did a lot
of good work and he was responsible for pushing Babar Azam forward.
He also maintained a lot of discipline and fitness in the team. I believe
he will be good for the team again if he is available.”

NEW DELHI: The One-Day International (ODI) game, since its
invention in 1971, was seen as more result-producing version of
cricket, bringing some sense of urgency as compared to the longer
format. The shots from the batters became more attacking, the
coloured jerseys arrived so as the day-night games and floodlights,
the bowling developed to be more inventive and the fielding star ted
to have elements of magic, apar t from the third umpire (or TV
empire) being introduced.
After being the crown jewel of the cricketing world for a long time,
ODIs are now in an identity crisis. A hectic cricketing schedule,
with series which didn’t happen during first year of Covid-19
pandemic, now being played in the smallest of gaps, putting
players and viewers at the risk of burnout and exhaustion.
Though the International Cricket Council (ICC) introduced the ODI
World Cup Super League — ten points on offer in every match and
teams needing victories to qualify for the tournament in 2023 ODI
World Cup based on those points.
But the idea, which was designed to give relevance and context to
the format, will cease to exist after the ODI World Cup is held in
India though the 2027 and 2031 editions have 14 teams, compared
to 10 in 2023.
With T20 taking centre stage albeit in the franchise leagues form,
coupled with three-format players on the wane at the international
scene, no one knows what the future holds for the ODIs.
If the 2023 ODI World Cup, which will be hosted by India, goes
smoothly and throws up games that match up to the enter tainment
quotient of what people crave from T20s, may give the 50-over
format the lifeline it needs desperately.
In one-day matches, there is still some time for a team to recover
from an early slump and turn the game on its head. For the bowling
side, there will be a pool of tactics they would be bringing out to
keep the batting side in check as of late, runs have become easier
to score in than to stop in ODI cricket.

OVERTHINKING IS A PERCEPTION THAT HAS
FOLLOWED ME SINCE MY DEBUT: R ASHWIN

Ravichandran Ashwin has taken a slight dig at people who
perceive him as an “over thinker” of the game following his match-
winning per formance against Bangladesh in the second Test in
Mirpur. Batting alongside Shreyas Iyer, Ashwin played one of the
best Test innings of his career to steer India to a famous three-
wicket win from an improbable situation.
“Over thinking is a perception that has followed me ever since I
wore the Indian jersey with pride. I have pondered about it for a
while now and believe I should have seriously considered a PR
exercise to erase that word out of peoples minds,” Ashwin tweeted.
Besides his exploits on the field, Ashwin is one of the best thinkers
in the modern game and also has his youtube channel.
“Every person’s journey is special and unique, while some
journeys require them to over think it others can afford to keep it
simple. The moment someone says I am an over thinker from the
inside walls, I have always thought to myself that’s the way I play
my cricket and not the way I recommend others to play.
“Finally, I think deeply about the game and share my views because
I believe when ideas are shared they can multiply into miraculous
achievements. The fact that it may not be popular won’t deter me cos my goal
is not to win the war of words, it is to learn at the end of it,” he added. The 36-
year-old has already attained greatness with 449 wickets in 88 Tests. He has
also taken 151 ODI and 72 T20 International scalps.

WHENEVER I GO OUT TO BAT, I WANT TO PUT UP A SHOW: SURYAKUMAR YADAV
Suryakumar Yadav has been a trailblazer who has taken cricket’s
shortest format by storm.
Inarguably, India’s first true-blue T20 superstar, Surya has now
trained his eyes on being successful in longer formats but without
changing the essence of his batsmanship.
In an exclusive interview with PTI, ‘SKY’ spoke about his journey
to the top of T20 rankings, his focus on ODI World Cup this year,
ambitions to wear the India whites and how wife Devisha became
the force behind the cricketer and the person that he is today.
Q: If you were told one year ago that you will be world no. 1
batter in the T20 format, would you have believed?
A: It still feels like a dream. To be seen and called as world’s No.
1 T20 batter, if someone would have told me one year back, I
don’t know how I would have reacted. When I started playing this
format, I wanted to be the best and I worked hard for it.
Q: The priority in 2023 will be ODI World Cup and does that mean you will change your game for the 50-over format?
A: I don’t like to think too much when I am playing any format. Because I enjoy this game, whenever I go into bat, I put up a show. What I always
dream and visualise is that whenever I go in, I want to be the game-changer. I have always loved batting whether it is T20Is, ODIs or Ranji Trophy.
If I can do what my team wants me to do in 40-50 balls, why should I bat 100 balls? Q: Do you fancy your chances of making the India squad for
4-Test series against Australia? A: I started playing age-group national level cricket in red ball, so the answer lies there itself. There are a lot of
tricky yet fascinating situations that you encounter across five days and you want to embrace that challenge. Yes, I am ready if they (Indian team
management) need me.
Q: Skills can be taught but how does one train one’s mind to cope with pressures at the highest level?
 A: I would say it was never impossible but certainly it was difficult. It needed a smart approach. Instead of doing a lot of quantity, I did a lot of
quality practice. There were lot of sacrifices made by me and my family. Before making my India debut, I had played 10 years of first-class
cricket.
Grinding it out at first-class level, you learn a lot of tricks of the trade. So when you graduate to international level and play different bowlers, all
you need to do is express yourself.
But let me tell you this. If you have gone through domestic grind in India, you are ready for international cricket and when you start that level, you
are not carrying any baggage. Just execute what you did at the domestic level.
Q: You were India Emerging (U-23) captain nearly a decade back. Over the years, while putting up performances at domestic and IPL level,
did you get anxious or angry that national call-up wasn’t coming?
A: I won’t say I got irritated but I would always think how I could be different to move to the next level. So hard work continued and you need to
enjoy the game also.
That’s why you started playing cricket. Whether it’s a simple training session or even the food that was healthy but I didn’t enjoy earlier, I started
to savour it. I knew that if I stop thinking about outcomes and just focus on process, I would someday break the door.
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I DIDN'T DO MUCH TO KIND OF EARN THAT
- CAMERON GREEN ON BECOMING 2ND
MOST EXPENSIVE BUY AT IPL AUCTION

DAVID WARNER SMASHES DOUBLE CENTURY IN 100TH TEST,
BECOMES ONLY SECOND PLAYER IN WORLD TO ACHIEVE FEAT
David Warner who recently joined the 100 Test club, ended his century
drought in the Australia vs South Africa Test on Tuesday. Warner
smashed his 25th Test ton and 45th international hundred  after January
2020 and gave an answer to recent criticism in style. Moreover the
star left hander continued his briiliant innings to hammer a double century. Warner
hit a boundary on Lungi Ngidi's delivery to register the double ton in a special way.
Warner's double century came off just 254 balls.
He became the second player in the world to hit double ton in their
100th Test match after Joe Root. England's Root had smashed 218
runs against India back in the year 2021.
Warner also hit his previous Test ton in Australia. Almost three years
ago, the 35-year-old scored 111 against New Zealand in Sydney in

the second innings of the game. He guided his team to a comfor table
position to declare with a 415-run lead.
David Warner's performance in the previous 5 Test innings:
AUS vs SA: 3 runs (17 December 2022)
AUS vs SA: No runs scored (17 December 2022)
AUS vs WI: 28 runs (8 December 2022)
AUS vs WI: 21 runs (8 December 20220
AUS vs WI: 48 runs (30 November 2022)
Australia's David Warner joined the 100 Test club on Monday in the
second match against South Africa. He became only the third opener and
the 14th player to play 100 Tests for his country. Before the match, Warner had
scored 7922 runs at an average of 45.52 with a strike rate of 71.20.

ARGENTINA WORLD CUP WIN: FIFA TO INVESTIGATE SALT BAE'S PITCH ACCESS
WITH WC TROPHY; BANNED FROM US OPEN

FIFA is taking “appropriate internal action” to address breaches of World Cup protocol by a celebrity chef who held the gold trophy on the
field, football's governing body said. The chef, who is known as Salt Bae and is regularly seen with FIFA president Gianni Infantino, mingled
with Argentina players and posed for photos after their victory over France in an epic game on Sunday in Qatar. FIFA describes the trophy
as “a priceless icon” which “can only be touched and held by a very select group of people, which includes former winners of the FIFA
World Cup and heads of state.”“Following a review, FIFA has been establishing how individuals gained undue access to the pitch after the
closing ceremony at Lusail stadium on Dec. 18,” the world football body said. “The appropriate internal action will be taken.” The chef,
who has a restaurant in Doha, was a regular guest of FIFA with VIP access during the World Cup and posted photos and video clips on
social media. After Argentina's win in a penalty shootout following a thrilling 3-3 draw, he was filmed grabbing the arm of captain Lionel
Messi on the field to get his attention. The football great seemed irritated in the film clip though later posed for a photo that Salt Bae posted
on Instagram. Angel Di Maria was the center of attraction in the final as he earned the penalty and then scored the other goal for Argentina
in the first half of the match. The rollercoaster match then went into extra time where there was more drama with Kylian Mbappe scoring
a hat-trick while Lionel Messi put the side in front.

Australia's Cameron Green who became the second most
expensive player to be sold in the history of IPL expressed that
he "didn't do much" to deserve the kind of money he got during
the player auction. He was bagged by Mumbai Indians for a
whopping amount of Rs 17.5 crores.
Green said the big pay cheque will not change him or the way
he plays his cricket. "To be fair, I think I didn't do much to kind
of earn that," said Green. "I just put my name into the auction,
and it just happened. It doesn't change who I am or how I think
and all the confidence I have in my cricket. Hopefully, I didn't
change too much," he added. Green has never appeared in the
IPL before and this will be his maiden season. In T20Is for
Australia, Green has played eight matches and scored 139 runs
at a strike rate of 173.75. In 7 innings that he bowled, Green
also has five wickets against his name.

PELE'S CANCER WORSENS, KIDNEYS
AND HEART AFFECTED

Pelé's health has worsened during his hospital stay to regulate
his cancer medication. The Alber t Einstein hospital in Sao Paulo
said in a statement on Wednesday that Pelé's cancer has
advanced and that the 82-year-old Brazilian soccer great is
under "elevated care" related to "kidney and cardiac
dysfunctions. "The hospital did not mention any signs of the
three-time World Cup winner's recent respiratory infection,
which was aggravated by COVID-19. Edson Arantes do
Nascimento, who is globally known as Pelé, is undergoing
chemotherapy in his fight against cancer since he had a colon
tumor removed in September 2021.

BEN STOKES LASHES OUT ON ICC, IS
HE BLAMING IPL FOR LACK OF TEST
CRICKET THAT IS BEING PLAYED?

The English red ball team led by Ben Stokes and Brendon
McCullum at the helm has transformed and changed the way
Test cricket is perceived and played. They recently secured a
3-0 lead over Pakistan and it caused a whirlwind in the Pakistan
Cricket Board that resulted in loads of changes. The prowess of
Bazball was such that Pakistan couldn't find their footing against
England on their home soil and were left utterly clueless.
The English cricket team for the past few years has always
been at the forefront of taking innovative measures and changes.
Be it Eoin Morgan's era in ODI cricket or Ben Stokes' reign in
red-ball cricket, England have always taken the first step
and they have reaped positive results on most of occasions.
Despite adapting to an aggressive template, English Test
skipper Ben Stokes feels that the longest format of the game is
threatened by the T20 format.
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1ST ANNUAL Y MEDIA, BATTS BADMINTON

TOURNAMENT A TREMENDOUS SUCCESS

MENS SINGLE WINNER (JASON HO-SHINE) MENS SINGLE RUNNER UP (JOSHUA NGUYEN).

WOMEN SINGLE WINNER (TALIA NG). WOMEN SINGLES RUNNER UP (JACQUELINE CHEUNG).

WOMENS DOUBLE WINNER (REBECCA LEE, KATE HO-SHUE). WOMENS DOUBLE RUNNER UP (GLSELLE CHAN, SURABHI KADAM).

MENS DOUBLE WINNER (HO YEUNG TANG, WAI LOK LAM). MENS DOUBLE RUNNER UP (RYAN ZNEN, AARON HSU).

MIX DOUBLE WINNERS (AARON HSU, GISELLE CHAN).

MIX DOUBLE RUNNER UP (BETHANY SO, NATHAN CHENG).

MENS DOUBLE WINNER 45 CATEGORY WINNERS (MUSTANSAR BILLAH, NASIR SAEED).

Y Media, in par tnership with Batts Athletics, organized the first annual Batts Badminton Tournament in
Brampton on Saturday, August 6 and Sunday, August 7.
"All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy" is a well-said proverb. Y Media organized this tournament to
raise awareness of physical fitness among the community, especially youth. The tournament effectively
highlighted the importance of sports, especially badminton, in Canada. A major goal was to engage the
community, especially youth, in healthy physical activity.
In his speech, Y Media's Group Editor and CEO, Yudhvir Jaswal, highlighted the tournament's significance
and outcomes. He urged the community to encourage the youth to participate in any sport. He appreciated
Badminton Coach Siddharth Jain and TT Coach Raghu Kondatasula for their efforts in promoting the games.
He finally thanked everyone for their support and congratulated all the players.
Several prominent dignitaries graciously attended the event, including Brampton South MP Sonia Sidhu,
Brampton West MPP Amarjot Sandhu, and Mississauga Malton MPP Deepak Anand. MP Sonia Sidhu said,
"Badminton is a growing sport in Brampton, and I am glad to see it being supported." She even commended
Y Media for this initiative and congratulated all the participants.
MPP Sandhu enjoyed the games and congratulated Yudhvir Jaswal and the Y Media team for organizing
such a "great badminton tournament."
MPP Anand applauded the organizers and volunteers for "providing a great platform to budding and
professional badminton players."
The tournament consisted of various games in different categories, such as Men's Singles, Men's Double,
Women's Singles, Women's Double, Mixed Doubles, and 45 Plus. Over 200 participants who competed in
the tournament played four hundred and twelve games over two days. A medal and prize distribution
ceremony were held to award the winners with trophies, medals, and cheques.
This successful mega Badminton sports event was conducted with the support of Y Media's sponsors.
Realtor Vikram Kondathasula was the title sponsor, while Delta Mortgages was the main sponsor. The
supporting sponsors were Best Bargain Carpet and Flooring, Saurabh Rattan (Lifecare), Startek Logistics
and Jassi Marjara. Y Media will air this exclusive coverage of all the matches highlights, and interviews on
all our platforms: Channel Y, Radio Y & Midweek newspaper and southasiandaily.com.
Y Media has recently started 'The Big Shot' show wherein you can get everyday analysis of all the sports
activities happening worldwide. The show aims to give a detailed report on cricket, hockey, soccer, badminton
and much more. The show airs LIVE on Channel Y at 6.30 p.m. You can watch this informative show only on
Channel Y Bell 828, Telus 2418, Rogers 857, Ignite 707 and listen to Radio Y 91.9 FM. You can also visit our
website southasiandaily.com for more information about the same.
Follow us on our Twitter and Facebook pages: Y Media, to stay updated with the latest events. Read our
'Midweek' newspaper published every Tuesday to know what's happening in Canada and worldwide.

POOJA LUTHRA
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DRINKING 2 OR MORE CUPS OF COFFEE
DAILY MAY DOUBLE RISK OF HEART DEATH
IN PEOPLE WITH SEVERE HYPERTENSION:

AMERICAN HEART ASSOCIATIONN

ALAYA F EXUDES GRACE IN A GORGEOUS CUT-OUT

DRESS AND NATURAL MAKEUP

DESPITE ONLY HAVING APPEARED IN A FEW FILMS, ALAYA F HAS ALREADY ESTABLISHED A NAME FOR HERSELF IN THE INDUSTRY.
HER FANS HAVE PAID CLOSE ATTENTION TO THE FREDDY ACTOR’S FASHION CHOICES, WHICH HAVE ELEVATED HER TO NUMEROUS
BEST-DRESSED CELEBRITY LISTS. ALL OF ALAYA’S WARDROBE CHOICES FOR ATTENDING VARIOUS EVENTS OR GOING ON CASUAL
OUTINGS REFLECT HER COMMITMENT TO TRADITIONAL ELEGANCE. ALAYA’S MOST RECENT PHOTOGRAPH IN A REVEALING CUT-
OUT MINIDRESS AND NATURAL MAKEUP IS A GOOD EXAMPLE.

TIM HORTONS PREVIEWS NEW PACKAGING AND CUTLERY THAT
WILL ROLL OUT ACROSS CANADA IN 2023

2023 CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL AUTOSHOW
WELCOMES THE LEGO GROUP’S RETURN

KRITI SANON RAKUL PREET SINGHPOOJA HEGDEMOUNI ROYURVASHI RAUTELA

Ticket sales for the long-awaited return of AutoShow kicked off December 1st and
consumers are demonstrating their hunger for the show’s return by snapping up
tickets at a record pace. Advance ticket sales are currently running more than 200
per cent higher than they were for the 2020 Show, and now there is even more
reason to celebrate!  The AutoShow is proud to announce the return of one of the
Show’s most celebrated features, with the LEGO Group once again showcasing a
new North American first-reveal of their latest full-size replica supercar.  Building
on the incredible success of the life-size LEGO® TechnicTM Bugatti Chiron that
was the star of the 2019 AutoShow, the LEGO brand will return with another life-
size replica along with a LEGO Play zone and retail showcase to delight and
entertain the young and young-at-heart. The exact replica to be displayed at
the AutoShow will be disclosed in January, along with opportunities for young
creators to showcase their imaginative designs in person.

Tim Hortons restaurants across Canada are eliminating the use of more than
90 million single-use plastics a year by introducing wooden and fibre cutlery,
starting in early 2023. Plastic lids on Loaded Bowls are also being replaced
by fibre lids. A new breakfast and lunch wrapper that will also be introduced
early next year features an efficient design that uses 75% less material than
the prior wrap box, which is estimated to save more than 1,400 tonnes of
material a year. The test of the fibre hot beverage lid, which is plastic-free and
recyclable, is now live in the City of Vancouver and will run for approximately
12 weeks. Tim Hortons restaurants across Canada will be introducing wooden
and fibre cutlery for guests, eliminating an estimated use of 90 million single-
use plastics a year, starting in early 2023. The wooden cutlery and fibre
spoon are both compostable. In another move to reduce the use of single-use
plastics, plastic lids on Loaded Bowls are also being replaced with fibre lids.
And beginning in early 2023, Tim Hortons restaurants will shift to a new
breakfast and lunch wrapper with an efficient design that uses 75% less
material than the prior wrap box, which is estimated to save more than 1,400
tonnes of material a year. Tim Hortons is also now trialing a fibre hot beverage
lid that is plastic-free and recyclable. The goal of the trial, which will run for
approximately twelve weeks in the City of Vancouver, is to develop products
that are alternatives to plastic and easier to recycle and repurpose while still
offering a great guest experience. “Through our sustainability platform Tims

for Good, we’re always looking for ways, big and small, to make thoughtful
choices on material and design in order to reduce and eliminate packaging
and contribute to more sustainable innovation,” says Paul Yang, Senior Director
of Procurement, Sustainability and Packaging at Tim Hortons.
Tim Hortons restaurants will also eliminate the use of all single-use plastic
bags and will begin offering guests reusable bags for purchase starting in
January next year. In Vancouver, Tim Hortons continues to work on a pilot
project in partnership with Return-It that gives guests the option of paying a
deposit for a reusable and returnable cup so they can be a part of our mission
to reduce single-use waste. Since launching in May at 10 restaurants, the
pilot project has grown to also include nine public bins for returning cups and
a total of more than 60 cup return points across the city, including two more
Tim Hortons restaurants that are trialing the pilot located at 650 Georgia
Street West and 107-505 Burrard Street in Vancouver.

* Drinking two or more cups of coffee a day was associated with twice the
risk of death from cardiovascular disease among people with severe
hypertension compared to non-coffee drinkers, in a study of more than 18,600
men and women in Japan.
* Drinking only one cup of coffee a day was not associated with increased
risk of death from cardiovascular disease at any blood pressure level.
* In contrast, drinking green tea was not associated with increased risk of
death related to cardiovascular disease at any blood pressure level, although
both coffee and tea contain caffeine.
Drinking two or more cups of coffee a day may double the risk of death
from cardiovascular disease among people with severe high blood
pressure (160/100 mm Hg or higher) but not people with high blood
pressure not considered severe, according to research published today
in the Journal of the American Heart Association, an open access, peer-
reviewed journal of the American Heart Association.
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THOUSANDS ATTEND NAMING OF AHMADIYYA PARK IN BRAMPTON
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Y MEDIA TEAM AT 19TH ANNUAL

CASHMERE COLLECTION

CELESTIAL AWAKENING: A

CELEBRATION OF STRENGTH,

HOPE AND COMPASSION

SEVEN WOMEN ARE ARM-IN-ARM DRESSED IN HEAD TO TOE PINK; ONE IN
BLACK. THIS ACTIVATION HIGHLIGHTS THE KEY STAT THAT 1 IN 8 WOMEN

WILL BE DIAGNOSED WITH BREAST CANCER IN THEIR LIFETIME IN
SUPPORT OF BREAST CANCER AWARENESS MONTH.

Y MEDIA TEAM AT BREAST

CANCER CANADA'S KNOW MORE

VIRAL CAMPAIGN

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: Y MEDIA TEAM

REACHES TORONTO WHERE

ONTARIO PC PARTY CAUCUS

CELEBRATED DIWALI

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: JAKE

DHEER AWARDED WITH THE

QUEEN ELIZABETH II'S PLATINUM

JUBILEE MEDALLION FOR HIS

SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTIONS TO

COMMUNITY AND CANADA

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: JOTI SINGH

MANN'S (WHO WAS BRUTALLY

ATTACKED IN BRAMPTON)

MOTHER RECEIVES BRAVERY

AWARD FROM CITY OF BRAMPTON
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Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: VEDANTA FOUNDER ANIL AGARWAL HONOURED WITH GLOBAL INDIAN AWARD IN CANADA

TORONTO: Canada India Foundation held its annual CIF Global Indian Gala at a glittering ceremony that attracted
who's who of Indo Canadian community, federal, provincialand municipal leaders, decision makers,
academia,businesses, and India watchers. A highlight of the evening was also the presence of the Anishnawbe
Health Foundation, representing the Indigenous People of Canada, as the day coincided with the National Truth &
Reconciliation Day. The Award winner, Anil Agarwal, donated the entire award money of $50,000 to the Anishnawbe
Heath Foundation, while adding another $21,000 on his own.
Satish Thakkar, Chair, CIF, acknowledged the unprecedented level of support from the community and sponsors
this year and said that it was a clear sign of the dedication and commitment of Indian Diaspora to work towards an
ideal partnership between Canada and India. He lauded the award winner, a world-renowned entrepreneur and
philanthropist, Anil Agarwal, as afine example of a success story that inspire every youngster growing up, to
dream big and persevere to fulfill the dream.
Anil Agarwal, the Chairman of Vedanta Resources, based in London, England, in his acceptance speech, spoke
from the heart on his struggles, challenges and the life lessons that he learned along the way. He said that in his
first time in Canada, he was totally overwhelmed with the hospitality extended to him and the high levels of
success that the Indo Canadian community hasachieved in Canada. He said that he had never experienced
anywhere else in the world the simplicity, affection and love of people as much as in Canada. He was also
especially gratified to notice that Indo Canadian families retained the cultural traditions of India.
Talking about India, he urged everyone to understand the tremendous potential in a country headedto a $30
trillion economy in the near future. India and Canada are both democracies and there are many ways they
can collaborate and engage to advance economic conditions for both, he noted. Anil Agarwal struck up an easy
relationship during an interaction facilitated by CIF with Ontario Premier, Doug Ford, Federal Minister Mary Ng and
invited him to visit India.
The world also knows Anil Agarwal as a great philanthropist who has committed 75% of this wealth to charity. His
charitable arm oversees a huge country-wide movement called NandGhars that impart training skills, virtual
classroom and other amenities to 80 million needy women and children in India. Typical of his generous nature,
while donating the CIF Award money of $50,000 to a local charity of Indigenous people, Anishnawbe Health
Foundation, he announced that he would add $21,000 on his own to the donation.
Anil Agarwal concluded his speech by making a promise that will help uplift India's poor in the long run. "As you
know, I dream big! If I can make my company into a $100 billion institution, I want to make 75% of it, i.e., $75 billion,
made available to change the lives of the poorest of the poor in India. Rest of my life is dedicated to that project."
Many other dignitaries spoke at the event which was attended by nearly 1,000 people. Consul General Apoorva
Srivastava applauded CIF for its great contributions through advocacy and many initiatives during the past 15

years towards strengthening Canada India relations. She said that the Indian diaspora of 1.8 million in Canada was
a great source of Many other dignitaries spoke at the event which was attended by nearly 1,000 people. Consul
General Apoorva Srivastava applauded CIF for its great contributions through advocacy and many initiatives
during the past 15 years towards strengthening Canada India relations. She said that the Indian diaspora of 1.8
million in Canada was a great source of strength for both Canada and India.
Premier Doug Ford acknowledged the importance of accelerating and expanding the credentials accreditation
process for new immigrants, as Ontario and Canada had a lot of potential jobs but not enough skilled resources to
fill them. Premier Ford also thanked Mr. Agarwal for his invitation to him to visit India and said he hoped to visit
India soon.
Federal minister, Hon. Mary Ng, Minister of Small Business, Export Promotion and International Trade of Canada,
mentioned her meeting with Hon. Piyush Goyal during May 2022, as well as her more recent conversation with
him and said that Canada and India were on their way to a pragmatic Free trade agreement by the end of the year,
which will protect both Canada and India's interests.
Hon.Helena Jaczek, Federal Minister of Public Services and Procurement recalled the many previous CIF Galas
that she had attended and said that relations between countries may be strengthened by governments and
businesses, but it is the people who make the bond work. She said that her priority was to make a more modern
and less cumbersome procurement process, which would benefit businesses.
Amanda Strohan, Deputy High Commissioner for Canada in India, said that at present 400 Canadian companies
had a base in India, and recently 10 companies from Canada had participated in India Renewable Energy expo.
September 30 was the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, and Canada India Foundation was honoured by
the presence of Anishnawbe Health Foundation. Accepting the Cheque for $71,000 on behalf of the Foundation, Mr.
Tim Laronde, Board Member at the Foundation, thanked CIF and Mr. Agarwal for the donation while acknowledging
the common values regarding the union of mind, body, spirit and emotion shared by the cultures of India and that
of the Indigenous people of Canada. He presented Mr. Agarwal with a special print of the painting titled "The Great
Reunion) by Ojibway artist, Brandon Jocko, as well as a certificate of appreciation to CIF.
Concluding the event, Ritesh Malik, National Convener, CIF thanked Mr. Agarwal, all the dignitaries and attendees
while reiterating the theme of the Gala, "Engage, Evolve, Elevate". "Canada-India's true potential cannot be left to the
mercy of small irritants and issues which crop on and off. It's high time we engage, evolve and elevate this
important partnership for long term good of people on both sides" he said.
All the speakers acknowledged the great contributions of Mr. Agarwal towards the betterment of the Indian
community and praised his pledge of giving 75% of his wealth to charity, while congratulating CIF on completing
15 years working tirelessly towards stronger Canada India relations.
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Y MEDIA TEAM AT ARTHRITIS SOCIETY CANADA’S

INAUGURAL ARTHRITIS FIREBALL EVENT

ANITA BHANDARI- FOUNDER AND DESIGNER OF AARKISH DIAMONDS.
Y MEDIA GROUP EDITOR AND CEO YUDHVIR JASWAL WITH CTV

NEWS TORONTO CO-ANCHOR MICHELLE DUBÉ

JENNIFER STEWART, CHIEF DEVELOPMENT OFFICER, ARTHRITIS SOCIETY (THIRD) ALONG WITH
ARTHRITIS SOCIETY PRESIDENT AND CEO: TRISH BARBATO (EXTREME RIGHT).

ARTHRITIS FIRE BALL COMMITTEE CO-CHAIRS: ANNY
NASSER AND SIKIN DHARAMSHI.

Hosted by CTV News Toronto co-anchor Michelle Dubé, Ar thritis Society Canada’s inaugural Ar thritis Fire BallTM on Nov. 12, 2022 was a glowing success, raising $375,000 to fight the fire of ar thritis for the
six million Canadians who live with this disease.
This incredible night of glitz, glamour and philanthropy would not have been possible without the generous suppor t of Trail Blazer sponsors, CIBC/James Wilhelm and Scotiabank, and Ignite sponsors, Bosseini
Living, Prep Doctors, Tylenol and Greg Steers.
Philanthropy was always top of mind throughout the evening as guests paid tribute to the one in five Canadians who live with ar thritis.
Highlighting the evening was a special tribute to 20-year-old Maddie Watts, a former competitive skier who was diagnosed with ar thritis in her spine at 17. A fiery advocate for change, Maddie’s inspiring story
is a testament to her strength and perseverance.
“Ar thritis is a serious disease in need of urgent and bold solutions,” said Trish Barbato, President and CEO of Ar thritis Society Canada.
“Strong par tnerships with our corporate sponsors, valued donors and dedicated volunteers really drive transformational change. Innovation will bring us one step closer to making an impact for
Maddie and all the Canadians who live with the pain of ar thritis each and every day.”
Learn more about the Ar thritis Fire BallTM.
About Arthritis Society Canada  
Arthritis Society Canada is a national health charity, fueled by donors and volunteers, with a mission to fight the fire of ar thritis with the fire of research, advocacy, innovation, information and suppor t. Ar thritis
Society Canada is accredited under Imagine Canada’s Standards Program. For more information, visit ar thritis.ca. 

JUDY NOORDERMEER, VP, MARKETING & COMMUNICATIONS, ARTHRITIS SOCIETY CANADA ALONG
WITH PREET JASWAL- CFO, Y MEDIA GROUP, YUDHVIR JASWAL- GROUP EDITOR & CEO, Y MEDIA
GROUP AND Y MEDIA COO GURPREET LOONA.

Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: THE GROUNDBREAKING EVENT MARKS A SIGNIFICANT
MILESTONE FOR JEEVAN NIWAS RETIREMENT VILLAGE IN BRAMPTON

On Friday, September 30th, Brampton witnessed the achievement of an essential and highly
anticipated milestone for the city. Patrick Brown, Mayor of Brampton; Shafqat Ali, MP Brampton
Centre; Sonia Sidhu, MP Brampton South; Regional Councillors: Pat For tini, Gurpar tap Toor and
Gurpreet Dhillon; Harkirat Singh, City Councillor
Brampton; MPPs: Hardeep Grewal and Nina Tingari; Nando Iannicca, Chairman–Region of Peel and
the developers of Jeevan Niwas Retirement Village joined in a groundbreaking ceremony of the first ever
South Asian Retirement Village located on 9664 Goreway Drive, Brampton, Ontario. The guests were
treated to delicious Indian cuisine and enjoyed entertainment performed by local artists.
“Today is a great day for the city of Brampton and our seniors. Jeevan Niwas is a pretty impressive
project with a top-notch facility created by great operators and developers,” says Patrick Brown,
Mayor of Brampton. Work on the premium retirement village is a collaboration between Chacon
Developments and Origin Active Lifestyle Communities. Once completed, the retirement village will
offer 103 full- service suppor ted independent living rental apar tments, combined with 36 suites for
assisted living and a dedicated neighbourhood of 16 memory care units. This $80 million project is
privately owned and funded.
“Five years ago, the developer of this project reached out to me, which made me think it’s very

important for the South Asian community to have similar services. I tried my best to make this
project a reality, and here we are today, after five years, on the groundbreaking ceremony for this
project.” Pat For tini said.
The name Jeevan Niwas translates to “Life Home,” reflecting our mission to help individuals age
in place and be an inclusive and welcoming home for life. At Jeevan Niwas, residents will be
provided with a choice of lifestyles that include flexible care, housekeeping, exceptional dining
with dedicated kitchens catering to specific dietary requirements, organized activities, excellent
amenities, social events and cultural/religious excursions.
“It is high time that our South Asian community has services and suppor t that caters to our
seniors and provides them with a place they can call ‘Home,’ ” said Sandeep Dhupar, the
managing par tner of Jeevan Niwas. The retirement village is set to open in the summer of 2024.
It will create a community that matches the unique values, culture, languages and culinary
practices of the South Asian population.
About Jeevan Niwas Retirement Village – Jeevan Niwas is an aspiring premium ??retirement
lifestyle residence that focuses on serving the unique needs of the aging South Asian demographic
of Eastern Canada.
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Y MEDIA EXCLUSIVE: VEDANTA FOUNDER ANIL AGARWAL

HONOURED WITH GLOBAL INDIAN AWARD BY CIF IN CANADA

FROM L TO R: ANSHUL RUHIL, CHAIRMAN RUHIL HOLDINGS, RITESH MALIK, NATIONAL CONVENER CIF, HON. HELENA JACZEK, FEDERAL MINISTER OF GOVT SERVICES & PROCUREMENT, ANIL AGARWAL,
CHAIRMAN VEDANTA GROUP, HON. DOUG FORD, PREMIER OF ONTARIO, HON. MARY NG, FEDERAL MINISTER OF SMB, EXPORT PROMOTION &INT TRADE, NORTON KOTHARI, CHAIRMAN, KOTHARI GROUP,
SATISH THAKKAR, CHAIR, CIF, APOORVA SRIVASTAVA, CONSUL GENERAL OF INDIA, TORONTO AND AMANDA STROHAN, DHC OF CANADA, NEW DELHI.

TORONTO: Canada India Foundation held its annual CIF Global Indian Gala at a glittering ceremony that
attracted who's who of Indo Canadian community, federal, provincialand municipal leaders, decision
makers, academia,businesses, and India watchers. A highlight of the evening was also the presence of
the Anishnawbe Health Foundation, representing the Indigenous People of Canada, as the day coincided
with the National Truth & Reconciliation Day. The Award winner, Anil Agarwal, donated the entire award
money of $50,000 to the Anishnawbe Heath Foundation, while adding another $21,000 on his own.

SATISH THAKKAR, Chair, CIF, acknowledged the
unprecedented level of suppor t from the community and
sponsors this year and said that it was a clear sign of the
dedication and commitment of Indian Diaspora to work
towards an ideal par tnership between Canada and India. He
lauded the award winner, a world-renowned entrepreneur and
philanthropist, Anil Agarwal, as afine example of a success
story that inspire every youngster growing up, to dream big
and persevere to fulfill the dream.

ANIL AGARWAL, the Chairman of Vedanta Resources, based in London,
England, in his acceptance speech, spoke from the heart on his struggles,
challenges and the life lessons that he learned along the way. He said that in
his first time in Canada, he was totally overwhelmed with the hospitality
extended to him and the high levels of success that the Indo Canadian
community hasachieved in Canada. He said that he had never
experienced anywhere else in the world the simplicity, affection and
love of people as much as in Canada. He was also especially gratified
to notice that Indo Canadian families retained the cultural traditions of
India.
Talking about India, he urged everyone to understand the tremendous
potential in a country headedto a $30 trillion economy in the near future. India and Canada are both democracies
and there are many ways they can collaborate and engage to advance economic conditions for both, he noted.
Anil Agarwal struck up an easy relationship during an interaction facilitated by CIF with Ontario Premier, Doug
Ford, Federal Minister Mary Ng and invited him to visit India.
The world also knows Anil Agarwal as a great philanthropist who has committed 75% of this wealth to charity.
His charitable arm oversees a huge country-wide movement called NandGhars that impart training skills,
virtual classroom and other amenities to 80 million needy women and children in India. Typical of his generous
nature, while donating the CIF Award money of $50,000 to a local charity of Indigenous people, Anishnawbe
Health Foundation, he announced that he would add $21,000 on his own to the donation.
Anil Agarwal concluded his speech by making a promise that will help uplift India's poor in the long run. "As you know,
I dream big! If I can make my company into a $100 billion institution, I want to make 75% of it, i.e., $75 billion, made available
to change the lives of the poorest of the poor in India. Rest of my life is dedicated to that project."

Many other dignitaries spoke at the event which was attended
by nearly 1,000 people. Consul General APOORVA
SRIVASTAVA applauded CIF for its great contributions through
advocacy and many initiatives during the past 15 years
towards strengthening Canada India relations. She said that
the Indian diaspora of 1.8 million in Canada was a great
source of strength for both Canada and India.

Premier DOUG FORD acknowledged the impor tance of
accelerating and expanding the credentials accreditation
process for new immigrants, as Ontario and Canada had
a lot of potential jobs but not enough skilled resources
to fill them. Premier Ford also thanked Mr. Agarwal for
his invitation to him to visit India and said he hoped to
visit India soon.

Federal minister, Hon. MARY NG, Minister of Small Business,
Expor t Promotion and International Trade of Canada,
mentioned her meeting with Hon. Piyush Goyal during May
2022, as well as her more recent conversation with him and
said that Canada and India were on their way to a pragmatic
Free trade agreement by the end of the year, which will
protect both Canada and India's interests.

Hon.HELENA JACZEK, Federal Minister of Public Services and
Procurement recalled the many previous CIF Galas that she
had attended and said that relations between countries may
be strengthened by governments and businesses, but it is the
people who make the bond work. She said that her priority
was to make a more modern and less cumbersome
procurement process, which would benefit businesses.

AMANDA STROHAN, Deputy High Commissioner for Canada in India,
said that at present 400 Canadian companies had a base in India, and
recently 10 companies from Canada had par ticipated in India
Renewable Energy expo.

September 30 was the National Day for Truth and Reconciliation, and Canada
India Foundation was honoured by the presence of ANISHNAWBE HEALTH
FOUNDATION. Accepting the Cheque for $71,000 on behalf of the Foundation,
MR. TIM LARONDE, Board Member at the Foundation, thanked CIF and Mr.
Agarwal for the donation while acknowledging the common values regarding
the union of mind, body, spirit and emotion shared by the cultures of India
and that of the Indigenous people of Canada. He presented Mr. Agarwal with
a special print of the painting titled "The Great Reunion) by Ojibway artist,
Brandon Jocko, as well as a certificate of appreciation to CIF.

Concluding the event, RITESH MALIK, National Convener, CIF thanked Mr.
Agarwal, all the dignitaries and attendees while reiterating the theme of the
Gala, "Engage, Evolve, Elevate". "Canada-India's true potential cannot be
left to the mercy of small irritants and issues which crop on and off. It's high
time we engage, evolve and elevate this important partnership for long
term good of people on both sides" he said.
All the speakers acknowledged the great contributions of Mr. Agarwal
towards the betterment of the Indian community and praised his pledge of
giving 75% of his wealth to charity, while congratulating CIF on completing
15 years working tirelessly towards stronger Canada India relations.

WATCH Y MEDIA GROUP EDITOR & CEO YUDHVIR JASWAL EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH VEDANTA
FOUNDER ANIL AGARWAL ONLY ON CHANNEL Y AVAILABLE ON BELL 828, TELUS 2418, ROGERS 857,
AND IGNITE 707; FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL Y MEDIA AT 416-475-5000
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